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I. Foreword 


We wanted to contribute something unique to the Panama Canal Society and to the Panama 
Canal Museum to help preserve our Canal Zone history. This short, simple dictionary is our 
contribution. 


The construction and operation of the Panama Canal by the United States and its subsequent 
tenant status in the Canal Zone from 1904 to 1999 is the subject of our work. 


Our challenge was to present the most common definition or understanding of names, words, 
and phrases that were familiar during the American Era, even allowing for some words from the 
Spanish colonial period and the French construction years as important historical background. 


Spanish was not spoken by all Zonians, but it was nonetheless in the air every day and was 
taught in all Canal Zone schools beginning in 1952. Since Panamanian names, words, and phrases 
were so much a part of our daily learning experience, a considerable number have been included. 


The original purpose of this word project had the townsite of Cocoli as its primary reference 
source, and its text rested in only eighteen pages. It was first expanded in August 2015 to include 
the greater Canal Zone but, still, entries were limited to the late 1940s through early 1960s period, 
the years most familiar to us. А second expansion produced ten new pages; then there were 28. 


Just as the present-day Third Locks Project expansion has improved the Panama Canal, we are 
hopeful that our third and final expansion, this 2017 edition, will have a similar positive result. 


This work is not absolutely complete in its scope, and it never will be. While there are an 
immense number of names, words, and phrases from the vocabulary in our Canal Zone days, few 
of us can personally relate to the construction years, or even to the few decades beyond. For most 
of us the last half of the previous century is best known. 


In any case, we dismissed some words outright, others were considered and rejected; many 
have been unfortunately overlooked or they have simply faded from our collective memory. The 
word selections were ours, almost entirely. Perhaps they show over representation of the Pacific 
Side, the Zone area more familiar to us than the Gold Coast, the Atlantic Side. 


It is our hope that all definitions—not a single one is perfect—will be easily understood. Some 
no doubt will be put to the test. Many, of course, could have been given a longer or more precise 
meaning; certainly the passage of time can change a meaning. Brevity was a goal, thus wording 
was reduced when we determined that a definition did not suffer for it. 


The authors are solely responsible for the content of this work. Mistakes are ours alone. 
Corrections submitted by readers are welcome and will always get a careful study. 


We encourage readers to submit new names, words, phrases, and definitions to help this project 
grow and improve. The Panama Canal Museum will set up a blog (a reader's website) to accept 
personal reflections, comments—and word submissions, to be considered for entry in a separate, 


but connected, word list. 


As a final note, we are sincerely grateful to the Panama Canal Society and to the Panama Canal 
Museum at the University of Florida/Gainesville for accepting our ambitious Dictionary. 


—C.N. Berg. 
—P.D. Propst. 


May 31, 2017 
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VII. Definitions 


Notes regarding certain abbreviations 
*(Sp.)" designates a Panamanian-Spanish name, word, or 
phrase (the masculine form is regularly used when word 
gender can be masculine or feminine); *CZ" designates 
Canal Zone; *RP" designates Republic of Panama. 


A 


abrazo (Sp.) embrace, hug, squeeze. 

abuelo (Sp.) grandfather. 

acacia tropical tree; has small, distinctive, finely divided leaves 
giving each leaf stalk a fern-like appearance; can grow to 40 feet 
height; yellow flowers are pea-shaped in fuzzy clusters. 
ACP/Autoridad del Canal de Panama, la Panama Canal 
Authority; autonomous government agency created оп 
December 27, 1997 by Panama to manage all operations of the 
Canal with assistance (until December 31, 1999) of the 
(American) Panama Canal Commission. 

Across The Pacific Hollywood movie 1942; Humphrey Bogart 
foils a Jap plan to bomb the Panama Canal. 

adiós (Sp.) goodbye, farewell. 

Administration Building or the Admin Building majestic 
three-story  Parthenon-like headquarters of Canal Zone 
Government, Panama Canal Company, and Panama Canal 
Commission in Balboa Heights on artificial west side terrace of 
Ancon Hill; 67,000 SF of office space, of Italian Renaissance 
design with red roof tile; rear of building overlooks long three- 
flight concrete staircase of 113 steps, the Goethals Memorial, El 
Prado Boulevard, Sosa Hill, and Pacific entrance to the Canal; 
Austin W. Lord, Chairman of Architect Department at Columbia 
University chosen as chief architect for this and other important 
buildings in CZ. 

Aedes (Stegomyiae) mosquito; carrier of yellow fever, name 
later changed to Aedes aegypti; see Stegomyiae fasciata. 
African tulip tropical tree; can grow to 80 feet height, mostly 
ornamental, has large reddish-orange flowers with bud that is 
ampule-shaped and contains clear liquid that can be squirted 
when pierced and squeezed. 

AFRTS military broadcast; Armed Forces Radio & Television 
Service; studios in Fort Clayton, commercial-free, English 
language only. 

Agewood whiskey; 100-proof bourbon distilled in RP. 

agouti (Sp.) see fiequi. 

agua (Sp.) water. 

aguacate (Sp.) avocado. 

aguacero (Sp.) hard, heavy rainfall. 

Agua Clara River or Rio Agua Clara south of Fort Davis, 
flows into Gatun Lake on east side of channel. 

agua fresca (Sp.) fresh water, potable water. 

aguardiente (Sp.) hard liquor, spirits, moonshine. 

agua salada (Sp.) salt water, sea water. 

ahora (Sp.) or ahora mismo (Sp.) now, at this time, right now, 
immediately, without hesitation or delay. 


Amador, Manuel Guerrero 


Ahorca Lagarto (Sp.) railroad station; meaning hanging lizard, 
on the old Panama Railroad line approx 13 miles from Panama 
City, flooded by creation of Gatun Lake. 

ahuevado (Sp.) dumb, stupid, messed up, moron, ignoramus, 
brainless, screwy; also aggressive, pushy, ballsy, annoying. 
airdale (slang) personnel of US Navy’s aviation service, also 
US Air Force. 

Airstream luxury travel trailer; shiny, aluminum-skinned, 
usually seen in CZ in caravan, towed by cars with US license 
plates, made in Ohio since 1936. 

Ajax one of two very large floating marine cranes at Panama 
Canal Co. Dredging Division port in Gamboa; see floating 
crane. 

aji chombo (Sp.) or habanero (Sp.) pepper; Scotch Bonnet 
taken to RP by West Indians, unusually spicy hot, used in many 
popular dishes, preferred in Panamanian ceviche. 

AID assistance program; Agency for International Development 
created by the Foreign Assistance Act signed into law in 1961 
by President Kennedy; in Panama since that year to advance 
social and economic development, to preserve the environment, 
and to enrich many lives. 

air assaults attacks by infantry from helicopters; during 
Operation Just Cause in December 1989, US Army paratroopers 
given mission to capture three important Panama Defense 
Force/Dignity Battalion installations: 1. the small Cavalry 
Squadron garrison at Panama Viejo, 2. the Battalion 2000 
garrison at Fort Cimarron near Pacora, 3. the First Infantry 
Company’s Los Tigres hilltop garrison at Tinajitas; these three 
were successfully attacked and defeated. 

alacran (Sp.) scorpion. 

Albrook Field or Albrook Air Force Base or Albrook Air 
Force Station name depending on time period; on Pacific Side’s 
east bank near Balboa and Diablo, on east side of Gaillard 
Highway, once a swamp area at south end of runway; only 
commercial airport until Tocumen Airport near Panama City 
opened in 1949; this and Howard Air Force Base the two CZ 
(military) airfields on the Pacific Side. 

alelado (Sp.) or contraction alela’o (Sp.) goofball, silly, dope, 
wise guy. 

Alliance For Progress social-economic program initiated in 
1961 by President Kennedy to assist developing countries in 
Latin America; over the next ten years the US agreed to pledge 
$20 billion in investments, the other nations agreed to pledge 
$80 billion; by early 1970s the program was widely seen as a 
failure for reasons not detailed here. 

alla (Sp.) there, over there. 

alligator reptile-amphibian; common to rivers and lakes in CZ 
and RP; has broad U-shaped snout, the large fourth tooth of 
lower jaw fits into socket in upper jaw when mouth is closed; 
can grow to 250 lbs., six to twelve feet length, compare to 
caiman. 

alligator pear avocado. 

almacén (Sp.) store, shop. 

almendro (Sp.) almond tree; has large distinctive leaves and 
hard-shelled nut; also written as almendra (Sp.) when referring 
to the edible nut. 

almuerzo (Sp.) lunch, luncheon, mid-day meal. 

Amador, Manuel Guerrero (1833-1909) physician employed 
by Panama Railroad Company, heroic revolutionary and the first 
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Amador Beach 


president of RP 1904-1908; Fort Amador, Amador Road, and 
many other places named in his honor. 

Amador Beach small recreation area; at Fort Amador, near the 
Causeway, swimmers protected by metal shark net. 

Amador Causeway or The Causeway artificial breakwater; on 
east side of Canal's Pacific Side approach channel, made from 
Culebra Cut spoil and rock quarried at Sosa Hill; topped with 
narrow asphalt roadway connecting Fort Amador to nearby 
islands of Naos, Perico, Culebra, and Flamenco in Bay of 
Panama; originally named Naos Island Breakwater; see Fortified 
Islands. 

Amador Officers? Club at Fort Amador; near north end of 
Amador Causeway, looking east to Bay of Panama and west to 
Pacific entrance of Canal; guest membership offered to higher 
ranking American civilians; popular venue for school proms and 
other Pacific Side gala events. 

A man a plan a canal Panama see palindrome. 

Amazon River largest river (by volume of water discharge) in 
Brazil, in South America, in the world; first full passage was by 
Spanish explorer Francisco Arellano in 1542. 

American colony Canal Zone; as critically described by certain 
parties. 

American Embassy or US Embassy diplomatic headquarters; 
for United States of America, located on Avenida Balboa in 
Panama City. 

American Legion Club US military veterans organization; in 
Fort Amador on Canal channel waterfront; some basis for its 
location on 15‘ Naval District property because of its telephone 
book listing, equal argument for it being on strip of Balboa 
waterfront; building jointly occupied with Balboa Yacht Club. 
American Legion Junior Baseball League teen league; Pacific 
Side teams: Spur Cola, Orange Kist, Westinghouse, Panama 
Insurance. 

americano (Sp.) or norteamericano (Sp.) an American, citizen 
of United States of America; although any person born in the 
New World can claim to be an American by virtue of 
continental geography (North America, Central America, South 
American), only the United States of America has the word 
America in its official name; a citizen of the other New World 
countries does not ordinarily call himself an americano (instead, 
Honduran, Colombian, Brazilian, etc), and he may argue against 
what he considers monopolistic use of the word by US citizens; 
norteamericano, on the other hand, has imprecise usage and, 
therefore, to be consistent, Canadians and Mexicans should also 
call themselves norteamericanos because they are also from 
North America. 

amigo (Sp.) friend, buddy, comrade, companion. 

anaconda reptile; snake, largest boa constrictor in South 
America; not venomous, just hungry; called python in Old 
World. 

Anchorage, The or EM Club enlisted men's club at Rodman 
Naval Station. 

Ancon Pan-Canal townsite; on Pacific Side's east bank, on 
Ancon Hill, home of Gorgas Hospital, has common border 
(Fourth of July Avenue) with Panama City. 

ANCON or la Asociación Nacional para la Conservación de 
la Naturaleza (Sp.) national association privately funded for the 
conservation of nature; founded in 1985 “for the benefit of 
present and future generations of Panamanians." 
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apprenticeship 


Ancon Cemetery gravesite; established by first ICC around 
1905 for American employees, located within a large sector at 
the base of Ancon Hill southeast of the Admin Building on land 
that later became part of Balboa Heights, in the area of the 
Heights Road-Ridge Road loop; during 1913-1914 the graves 
(including some US military) were relocated to the new Corozal 
Cemetery to make room for new streets and housing. 

Ancon Hill landmark mountain; on Pacific Side, east bank, near 
Canal entrance channel; Ancon, Balboa Heights, and Quarry 
Heights on its forested slopes; visitors’ site at summit offers 
spectacular panoramic view, elevation 654 feet. 

Ancon Hospital see Gorgas Hospital. 

Ancon Inn tavern-casino; in Panama City on corner of J Street 
and Fourth of July Avenue, opposite Gran Morrison Book Store. 
Ancon Little Theater also Theater Guild amateur theatrical 
organization located next to former Ancon Laundry 

Ancon, SS American cargo and passenger ship; became on 
August 15, 1914 the first ship to officially transit the Panama 
Canal from Atlantic to Pacific (in nine hours and 40 minutes); 
acquired earlier from the Boston Steamship Line by US 
Government for the Panama Railroad Company's new Panama 
Railroad Steamship Line; after World War I made two voyages 
from New York City to France with returning troops; in 1939 
was sold to the Permanente Steamship Line and renamed. 
Ancon, SS passenger liner; christened in 1939, one of three US 
Government-owned and operated sister ships of the Panama 
Line used to transport Pan-Canal employees to and from United 
States; in addition, it moved their vehicles, household goods, 
personal property; also carried CZ and US mail and much of the 
food and general merchandise sold in CZ commissaries; after 
Army and Navy service during WW II, sailed again for Panama 
Canal Co. from 1946-1961, scrapped in 1973; see Panama Line. 
Angel Jimmy (1899-1956) American; explorer, aviator, 
adventurer, soldier of fortune, in 1933 discovered Angel Falls, 
the world's highest, in remote area of Venezuela; while staying 
with a friend in Balboa, CZ shortly after an aircraft accident, he 
suffered a stroke and died in Gorgas Hospital, Ancon, CZ. 

angle of repose civil engineering term; angle of maximum slope 
at which loose solid material (such as Culebra Cut rock and dirt) 
will stand without danger of further sliding. 

айо (Sp.) calendar year, twelve months. 

ANO 2000 SOBERANA TOTAL on Panamanian auto license 
plates after start of Carter-Torrijos Treaties in 1979. 

Anopheles mosquito female carries malaria parasite. 

anteater tropical mammal; furry, has long snout and bushy tail, 
prefers diet of mostly ants and termites. 

ant guard downward-angled, galvanized metal shield placed 
atop four sides of concrete pier under building’s support posts to 
prevent insects from passing its outermost edge and crawling up 
the posts and into building. 

Anthrax Sick-out see Great Sickout. 

antigua (Sp.) ancient, old. 

AP Air Police, US Air Force policeman. 

Apache AH-64 US Army attack helicopter-gunship, first 
combat use in Panama during Operation Just Cause. 

APC armored personnel carrier; combat vehicle. 

apple banana shorter, rounder than common Cavendish banana, 
has red-brown skin and taste similar to apple. 

apprenticeship job training; at entry level, leading to advanced 
position, offered by CZ Government, Pan-Canal Co., US Army. 
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approach wall 


approach wall or dividing wall 1,000 ft. long x 60 ft wide 
concrete structure extending out over sea water (and lake water) 
past the first gates of six lock entry chambers, as dividing wall 
for ships approaching the double lanes; large lighted arrow 
points to lane selected by locks controller. 

aqua-lung see SCUBA. 

aqua-media additional or middle eave; attached below second 
floor windows as protective roof for first floor windows from 
wind-driven rain and runoff down sides of building. 

aquí (Sp.) here, over here. 

Arboleda, Carlos Panamanian sculptor of the head of Vasco 
Nufiez de Balboa atop the original flag pedestal in front of 
Balboa High School. 

Areas Subject to Separate Bi-lateral Agreements on October 
1, 1979, under terms of Carter-Torrijos Treaties, locations in the 
former CZ which were given no special ownership status until 
further negotiations between US and RP. 

Arias Madrid, Arnulfo (1901-1988) Panamanian; president, 
politician, author, doctor-surgeon; ambassador to England and 
France, becoming enchanted with Fascism of Hitler, Mussolini, 
and Franco in Europe; younger brother of President Harmodio 
Arias; three times President of Panama: 1940-1941 (removed by 
military coup), 1949-1951 (removed by military coup), 1964 ran 
unsuccessfully, 1968 (removed by military coup led by Omar 
Torrijos after just eleven days), 1984 ran unsuccessfully; 
longtime dominant in politics; recipient of many national honors 
after his death; his widow Mireya Moscoso elected first female 
president in 1999. 

Arias Madrid, Harmodo (1886-1962) Panamanian; older 
brother of Arnulfo Arias, father of Roberto Arias (husband of 
Dame Margot Fonteyn); lawyer, politician, law school professor, 
member of National Assembly, representative to International 
Court of Justice in the Hague and to the United Nations; staunch 
defender of national sovereignty, a leader of 1931 revolution 
overthrowing government of Florencio Arosamena, President of 
Panama 1932-1936; credited with 1936 Hull-Alfaro Treaty 
between US and Panama; founder of University of Panama in 
1935; founder-owner of El Panama-America, La Hora, and La 
Criítica newspapers, owner of chain of radio stations. 

armadillo mammal; small animal with leathery armored shell, 
lives in burrow, poor eyesight, occasionally killed оп CZ 
highways. 

Armed Forces Day national military commemoration; honoring 
US armed services, usually in May at Albrook Field; many field 
displays of weapons, vehicles, munitions, parade, fly-over, 
including Arraijan Tank Farm’s bunker-C fuel (for Navy 
vessels) flowing oil faucet display created and manned by Navy 
Fuels Division employee CL Berg. 

Armed Forces Little League Pacific Side teams: Albrook, 
Curundu, Corozal, Fort Clayton, Fort Kobbe, Fort Amador, 
West Bank (Navy). 

army ant insect; generally, large (male) red-colored worker that 
often travels over extensive trails, forming aggressive predatory 
foraging groups. 

army bus passenger vehicle; box-like, olive drab bus provided 
by Corozal motor pool for Cocoli’s junior and senior high 
school students; Local-Rate driver, similar buses crossing 
Miraflores Bridge twice daily for stops at Fort Kobbe, Farfan, 
Big Tree, Rodman, and Cocoli; other routes transport all CZ 
students who live more than two miles from school. 
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Army Corps of Engineers, US branch of Army responsible for 
military engineering projects, but also many civic works such as 
dams, levies, canals, navigational locks, bridges, coastal 
fortifications, road surveys, maps, charts, national monuments. 
Army Jr. ROTC military science program; offered at Balboa 
High School in grades 10-12, at Cristobal High School in grades 
9-12. 

Arraiján municipality, Panama boundary city at western end of 
Thatcher Highway. 

Arraiján checkpoint Guardia Nacional vehicle-passenger 
inspection stop on Pacific Side’s CZ-Panama boundary, within 
Panama. 

Arraiján Tank Farm US Navy Fuels Division storage area; 
alongside Thatcher Highway between NAD and Arraiján 
checkpoint, manned by civilian employees. 

ArraiZona Bar or the Arraizona (Sp.) roadside bar-restaurant 
next to Arraiján checkpoint, straddling CZ-Panama border. 
arroz con frijoles (Sp.) rice and beans dish. 

arroz con pollo (Sp.) rice and chicken dish. 

asphalt petroleum-gravel mixture; used primarily for road and 
vehicle parking surfaces; see blacktop, see macadam. 

Aspinwall see Colon. 

Aspinwall, William H. see Colon; see Panama Railroad. 
Association of Panama Canal Builders fraternal-social 
organization in CZ during construction period, membership 
open to all Americans on the Gold roll. 

Athletic Club or AC sports team; competing against Balboa 
High School, Cristobal High School, and CZ Junior College; 
sponsored by CZ Schools Division, wearing black and white 
colors, nicknamed Rams and The Working Boys. 

Atlanta, USS American navy cruiser, harbored at Colon on 
November 4, 1903 with force of marines to show support for 
American citizens and the Panamanian revolutionaries declaring 
independence from Colombia one day prior. 

Atlantic entrance of Canal is approximately 27 miles west of 
Pacific entrance and vice versa, as the waterway does not have a 
perfect north-south axis. 

Atlantic Ocean once called North Sea; Caribbean Sea borders 
north coast of Panama. 

Atlantic Side or Atlantic Terminal generally, northern half of 
CZ from Manzanillo Bay and Limon Bay to south shores of 
Gatun Lake where Canal becomes channeled by excavation; also 
called the Gold Coast; see Other Side, see Pacific Side. 

Atlantic Sider and Pacific Sider Zonian residing on Canal's 
Atlantic Side and on Pacific Side. 

Atlantic tide generally, only about 2.5 feet between high and 
low water on Caribbean coast; see Pacific tide. 

ATLAPA Convention Center multi-use commercial center; 
name from words ATLAntic and PAcific; opened June 1980, 
site of national arts-crafts festivals, sports events, presidential 
inaugurations, Latin American political summits; faces nearby 
Bay of Panama from San Francisco suburb in Panama City. 
Atlas Beer American lager; brewed and bottled in Panama. 
Atlas Beer Garden or El Jardín Atlas night club; large, open- 
air, partially roof-covered, live music and dance entertainment; 
popular with Zonians, local and visiting American servicemen; 
located in Panama City adjacent to Fourth of July Avenue and 
across that avenue from Quarry Heights. 

August 15, 1914 official opening day of Panama Canal; first 
ocean to ocean transit made by ship SS Ancon (tugboat Gatun on 
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September 26, 1913 made unofficial first transit); formal 
opening delayed until July 12, 1920 because of World War I. 
Auto-Cine (Sp.) drive-in movie in Panama City. 

autopista (Sp.) expressway; constructed between Arraijan and 
La Chorrera, subject to toll until construction cost was 
recovered. 

avenida (Sp.) avenue. 

Avenida Balboa (Sp.) Panama City's waterfront thoroughfare 
alongside Bay of Panama; has statue of Balboa, American 
Embassy, some high rise buildings. 

Avenida Central (Sp.) Panama City's most important traffic 
thoroughfare; begins in Casco Viejo (Sp.), passes Santa Апа 
Plaza, Fifth of May Plaza, railroad station, slums of Caledonia 
and continues east in name as Avenida Vía Еврайа (Sp.); at one 
time was partially limited to one-way traffic, later partially 
limited to pedestrian traffic. 

Avenida de los Mártires formerly Fourth of July Avenue 
between Ancon, CZ and Panama City, the renaming done by the 
government of President Roberto Chiari in honor of Panama's 
fallen heroes of the 1964 Flag Riots. 

Avenida Vía España (Sp.) Panama City's second most 
important thoroughfare, the northeastward continuation of 
Avenida Central beginning at about Calle 45 Este. 

aviso (Sp.) notice, warning, announcement. 

AWOL absent without leave, over the hill, possible desertion. 
Azcárraga, Lucho (1912-1996) legendary Panamanian 
songwriter, musician, band leader; beloved by his countrymen 
and Zonians, performing contemporary and traditional songs 
with five-man conjunto. 

Azuero Peninsula large land mass; on Panama's southern coast 
bordered by Golfo de Chiriquí (Sp.) on west, Pacific Ocean to 
south, Golfo de Panama on east; Provinces of Herrera and Los 
Santos lie entirely within as does a narrow north-south strip of 
Province of Veraguas on western shore; considered birthplace of 
typical, rural Panamanian music and culture. 


B 


B badge see swimming badges. 

bachelor quarters two-story wooden building; each having 
twelve apartments for unmarried employees; six in Cocoli. 
Bajan or Bajun slang version of broken Standard English; or 
simplified pidgin mixed with distinctive words, often called 
Jamaican; dialect accredited primarily to West Indian laborers 
from Caribbean island of Barbados. 

Baker, Howard (1925- ) American; Navy officer 1943-1946, 
lawyer, politician, US senator (R-Tenn.), Senate Majority 
Leader, Chief of Staff for President Reagan, ambassador to 
Japan; strong proponent of the 1977 Panama Canal treaties but 
only after insisting, as did US Senator Robert Byrd (D-W.Va.), 
that important US security interests with regard to Canal 
protection be included in a revised treaty—that done, the two 
treaties were ratified by a close margin. 

Balboa (Sp. Panama's monetary unit; equal to US dollar, 
abbreviated B/. 

Balboa Pan-Canal townsite; administrative center and principal 
municipality of CZ, on Pacific Side's east bank near Canal 
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Balboa, Vasco Nuñez de 


entrance, but not including higher elevations of Balboa Heights; 
nearest Pan-Canal townsites are Ancon and La Boca, nearest 
military sites are Quarry Heights, Fort Amador, and 15" Naval 
District. 

Balboa Beer lager; brewed in Panama. 

Balboa Clubhouse townsite service center; see clubhouse. 
Balboa Flats or The Flats Pan-Canal housing located between 
Barnebey Street and Morgan Avenue. 

Balboa Harbor at city (port) of Balboa on east bank of Canal; 
Rodman NavSta on opposite bank. 

Balboa Heights Pan-Canal townsite; generally, the area on the 
west slope of Ancon Hill up to and above the level of expansive 
Gorgas Hospital grounds on the east slope; to include 
Governor's Mansion, Administration Building, train station, 
Training Center, the townsite's western boundary being Gaillard 
Highway. 

Balboa High School founded in Balboa in 1917; modern 
building (No. 704) on Lawrence Johnson Place built in 1942, 
several structural additions added since; for grades 9-12, 
wearing red-white colors, nicknamed Bulldogs; ground-zero for 
January 1964 Flag Riots. 

Balboa Ice Plant located next to Housewares building, main 
source of bagged ice for boaters. 

Balboa Junior High in Balboa; two-story wooden building (No. 
707) next to high school; for grades 7 and 8. 

Balboa Reach Canal channel from La Boca to Miraflores 
Locks. 

Balboa Road main street in Balboa; concrete, two-lane, begins 
at the end-to-end joining of Fourth of July Avenue to Thatcher 
Highway (adjacent to Chorillo) and stops at Roosevelt Avenue 
where it joins end-to-end to Diablo Road. 

Balboa Skating Rink also Roller Drome Bldg. No. 46, not far 
from Harbor Master building, on west side of Diablo Road; 
screened-in wooden building with concrete floor used for roller 
skating. 

Balboa Stadium school athletic field; 440 track, small covered 
grandstand and bleachers; baseball diamond near the Balboa 
commissary, junior-senior high school gymnasium, and the 
bowling alley, bordered by Roosevelt Avenue on north side. 
Balboa Teen Club recreation center; after-school and weekends 
gathering site for teenage social activities, on Roosevelt Avenue 
near connection of Balboa Road to Diablo Road; Fort Kobbe, 
Cocoli, Fort Clayton, and other CZ townsites have similar 
centers. 

Balboa Theater entertainment hall; originally а screened-in 
wood building, it was replaced in early 1950s with a luxurious 
concrete air-conditioned building having a lighted marquee, 
carpeting, upholstered seats, balcony, stage, velvet drapes, 
orchestra pit, and seating for more than 1,000 patrons; hosted 
not only movies but live drama and musical performances, 

dance recitals, fashion shows, lectures, and school graduation 
ceremonies. 

Balboa Train Station see train stations. 

Balboa Union Church representing multidenominational 
Protestant movement; on Balboa Road in Balboa since 1926, 
considered most attractive church structure in CZ, published 
popular annual wall calendar. 

Balboa, Vasco Nuñez de (1475-1519) Spanish conquistador; 
explorer, governor, much-honored discoverer of South Sea in 
Panama on September 29, 1513; iconic historical monument 
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(Balboa statue) on Avenida Balboa in Panama City pays tribute 
to first European to see the Pacific Ocean; famous name 
heralded throughout CZ and RP; executed by his father-in-law 
Governor Pedro Arias de Ávila in 1517. 

Balboa Yacht Club boat owners' association; was once part of 
15® Naval District property; water-front clubhouse faces Canal 
entrance channel from Fort Amador's east bank; building 
(former Navy Officers’ Club) is occupied jointly with American 
Legion Club; mooring for approx. 75 boats extends from Navy 
Pier 2. 

Baldwin church so-called because Reverend Baldwin and 
family lived in St. Andrews Episcopal Church parsonage in 
Cocoli. 

ballfield numerous ballparks; with diamonds and grandstands 
located throughout CZ for Little League, teen leagues, and adult 
baseball, as well as softball; large field in Balboa between 
Balboa Industrial Area and Gaillard Highway (north of 
Roosevelt Avenue, across from south end of Albrook Field 
runway) has Farm League play area, Fastlich Teenage League 
Park, Little League Park, softball diamond, and Minor League 
diamond. 

balsa tropical tree; produces pale-colored, low density wood 
used primarily in products requiring lightweight design and 
construction material; some growing near Third Locks Cut in 
Cocoli area, large log raft of same made by C.L. Berg for Third 
Cut sailing. 

Bambito Hotel & Resort in highlands of Chiriquí Province, 45 
minutes uphill from provincial capital city of David; north of 
Pan-American Highway between El Hato del Volcán (Sp.) and 
Cerro Punta (Sp.); colorful two-story building facade, expansive 
front yard with waterfalls and small lake captured on various 
postcards. 

bamboo tropical plant; tall, leafy, woody, with hollow stems 
used for structural and finish building material, scaffolding, 
shoring, furniture, tools, utensils, etc. 

Bamboo Inn saloon; for enlisted men in basement of Marine 
Barracks at NAD, civilians not turned away. 

banana at Chinese gardens, especially the common Cavendish 
banana, apple banana, dwarf banana; can grow to 20 feet height, 
one of Panama’s major exports from Province of Chiriqui. 
Banana Island Atlantic Side, east bank, small island in Gatun 
Lake between Fort Gulick waterfront and Zorra Island. 

Banana Joe elderly West Indian walking through housing areas 
in Balboa selling fruits and vegetables from a box balanced on 
his head, advertising his selections in sing-song voice. 

banana paper thin, light brown paper for wrapping bananas, 
especially those purchased at Chinese Garden; a favorite paper 
for roll-your-own smokers. 

banana republic small Latin American country having one- 
crop economy controlled by foreign capital, this term used 
against RP by some of its harshest critics. 

bandera (Sp.) flag, banner, pennant. 

bandido (Sp.) bandit, outlaw, robber, scoundrel. 

baño (Sp.) or escusado (Sp.) or servicio (Sp.) bathroom, 
restroom, lavatory, toilet, also water bath. 

banyan tree East Indian tree; unusually shaped with long limbs 
that send auxiliary aerial roots to the ground to form secondary 
supporting trunks, commonly grows from 50 ft-70 ft height. 
Banyan Tree I, Operation large field exercise; in July 1961 
1500 paratroopers of US Army's 8214 Airborne Infantry 
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Bella Vista 


Division jumped at Rio Hato їп Panama for simulated two days 
of combat against US Army units stationed in CZ. 

Baobab Tree also Judas Bag tree; one of largest and longest 
living trees in the world, thick trunk can hold many gallons of 
water, might grow to 100 ft. circumference, pendulous white 
flowers and dark green leaves, long oval fruit hanging from stalk 
contains about 30 seeds suggesting the name Judas Bag. 

barato (Sp.) cheap, inexpensive, as in cost or price. 

Barbacoas Island located at north end of Gamboa Reach on 
east side of Canal channel, to starboard of ship's 90-degree turn 
into Frijoles Bay. 

barco (Sp.) sailing vessel, ship. 

barracuda ocean fish; ray-finned, known for its size and 
fearsome appearance; body is long (up to 7 feet) and fairly 
compressed, covered with small, smooth scales; usually lives 
near surface around coral reefs and sea grasses. 

Barro Colorado Island; created by Chagres River flooding, on 
west side of Panama Canal ship channel near southern end of 
Gatun Lake, a designated natural wildlife preserve of roughly 
3,700 acres managed by Smithsonian Tropical Research 
Institute. 

Вага Volcano see El Volcán. 

base captain commanding officer; of Rodman Naval Station, 
also called skipper or the Old Man (slang). 

Bas Obispo CZ town site; Pacific Side, west bank, on the old 
Panama Railroad line 16 miles from Panama City; location of 
Navy-USMC Camp Elliott; site abandoned when Gatun Lake 
created by Chagres River flooding. 

Bastidas, Rodrigo de (1468-1527) Spanish conquistador, 
explorer; in c. 1499, mapped north coast of South America; in 
1501 explored some of the Isthmus of Panama, sailing along 
Caribbean coast. 

basura (Sp.) garbage, trash, rubbish, nonsense, foolishness. 
batéa (Sp.) native wood tray; for meals, for fruit, for flipping 
rice to separate husks; often decoratively carved, painted, and 
sold as souvenirs. 

Batista, Fulgencio (1901-1973) dictator of Cuba from 1952 
until overthrown by Fidel Castro's revolution in 1959. 

bat palm tree; has fronds on which some bats prefer to nest. 
battleball two-team gym sport; throwing-running game much 
like dodge ball, no limit to number of young players. 

battleship gray standard US Navy paint color. 

battlewagon (slang) US Navy battleship. 

Bayano River major river; east of Panama City, watershed on 
south side of Continental Divide flowing to Pacific coast due 
south of city of Chepo; site of Ascanío Villalaz hydroelectric 
dam, also known as Bayano Station, built across river in 1975 to 
form Lago Bayano (Sp.). 

Bay of Panama or Bahía de Panamá (Sp.) northernmost reach, 
in the form of gentle half circle of Gulf of Panama in the Pacific 
Ocean; islands of Taboga and Taboguilla are within this bay, 
also the four Causeway islands; see Gulf of Panama. 

beam, ship's greatest width of vessel from port to starboard in 
linear feet. 

bebé (Sp.) baby, infant. 

beers in Panama (short list); Balboa, Bará, Atlas, Panama, 
Soberana. 

bella (Sp.) beautiful, lovely. 

Bella Vista (Sp.) affluent, popular Panama City neighborhood 
overlooking Bay of Panama. 
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benevolent despotism 


benevolent despotism governance; during US construction 
period under Chief Engineer Goethals, some critical American 
journalists, politicians, and Zonians used this phrase to describe 
Goethals’ authoritarian leadership style. 

Bermuda grass tough, fast-growing, invasive species with short 
gray-green blades creeping along the ground, sending roots 
wherever a node touches the ground to form a dense mat; often 
used for lawns and pastures. 

Bethancourt, Rémulo Escobar Panamanian; lawyer, orator, 
follower of Omar Torrijos, chief negotiator of the 1977 Carter- 
Torrijos Treaties; see Royo, Aristedes. 

bicho (Sp.) bug; insect, crawling critter, pest. 

bién (Sp.) good, okay, acceptable. 

bienvenido (Sp.) welcome (to). 

Big Ditch, the Panama Canal. 

Big Dipper, the seven stars in Ursa Major constellation 
resembling outline of water ladle. 

Big Stick Diplomacy foreign policy; expressed in President 
Theodore Roosevelt’s statement “Speak softly and carry a big 
stick”, meaning negotiate peacefully while threatening with 
military force; comparable to Gunboat Diplomacy practiced by 
imperial powers. 

Big Tree tiny civilian housing area (only four 4-family houses) 
between US Navy’s Farfan housing and US Army’s Fort Kobbe. 
bijao (Sp.) low-growing banana-like leaf with white powdery 
underside, preferred for wrapping tamales. 

billete (Sp.) lottery ticket; US paper currency. 

bird of paradise tropical flower; beautiful, exotic, soft 
multicolored flower attached to long vertical stalk resembles 
brightly colored bird in flight, native to South Africa. 

Bishop, Joseph B. (1847-1928) American; newspaper journalist 
and editor, authorized biographer of Theodore Roosevelt; 
Secretary of the Isthmian Canal Commission 1905-1914 in 
Washington DC and in the CZ; suggested to ICC Chairman- 
Chief Engineer Goethals publication of weekly newspaper 
Canal Record. 

blackbird great-tailed grackle or changamé (Sp.). 

Black Christ, Feast of the annual religious festival; held in 
October in Portobelo; a dark, wooden, eight feet tall Christ 
statue is venerated for its miraculous power; sculpted in Spain, 
the crated image was jettisoned by Spanish sailors during storm 
c. 1660, recovered by townspeople in ocean near Portobelo. 
blackout electrical failure; temporary, usually caused by 
lightning damage to power poles, transformers, cables, wiring. 
black palm tree; tropical, grows to 100 feet height with long 
sharp needles on bark; highly prized dense black wood used for 
walking sticks, knife grips, cue sticks, objet d’art, tool handles, 
flooring, other dwelling construction material. 

blacktop same as asphalt and macadam. 

black widow New World spider; venomous, female is black 
with hourglass-shaped red mark on underside of abdomen. 
Blades, Rubén (1948- ) Panamanian; born in Panama City of 
Cuban mother and Colombian father; Harvard-educated, singer, 
songwriter, actor, musician, activist, lawyer, politician, icon in 
his native land; ran unsuccessfully for president of Panama in 
1994, later appointed Panama’s Minister of Tourism for six 
years. 

blowfish or puffer salt water trash fish; usually thrown back 
after catch, but gourmet delicacy in parts of the Orient. 
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Blue Angels aerobatic flying team; since 1946, six aircraft, US 
Navy and Marine Corps pilots. 

blue crab ten-legged crustacean; with greenish-brown shell, 
bright blue legs, plentiful in Cocoli’s mangrove swamp near 
Third Locks Cut; mature females have red highlights on tips of 
pincers; meat is sweet and tender. 

blue gill fresh water fish; in sunfish family, often referred to as 
brim, bream, or copper nose; instinctively finds shelter among 
water plants and shade of trees along banks. 

Blue Goose, The or La Gruta Azul (Sp.) brothel in Rio Abajo 
district of Panama City. 

Blue Morpho butterfly; commonly but incorrectly called Blue 
Monarch; tropical iridescent butterfly with wing span of about 
six inches, its upper side metallic blue, its underside medium 
brown with white spots; also called Royal Blue Butterfly. 

boa constrictor tropical snake; can grow to thirty feet, 
suffocates prey by constriction, then swallows it whole; python 
in Old World and anaconda in New World are of this species. 
bochinche (Sp.) gossip, rumor, scuttlebutt. 

bodega (Sp.) pantry, storage area, locker, closet, liquor store. 
bohio (Sp.) Indian hut, peasant’s hut; small, overly simple in 
design and construction: round roof or pyramid-hip roof built on 
wood posts and pole rafters with thatched palm leaf covering, 
mud-covered walls of cane stalks, small window, irregular 
single entry door, hard dirt floor, candle or kerosene lighting; a 
popular design for beach huts. 

Bohio Peninsula Atlantic Side, east bank, located slightly 
northeast of Barro Colorado Island; largest land mass protruding 
into east side of Canal channel. 

boleto (Sp.) admission ticket. 

Bolivar Highway Atlantic Side, east bank, major road running 
roughly parallel to Canal and Panama Railroad from Fort Davis 
through Mindi and Mount hope to Colón; at one short turn 
becomes part of boundary line between Colon, RP and 
Cristobal, CZ. 

Bolivar, Simón (1783-1830) Venezuelan military and political 
leader known as El Libertador (Sp.) The Liberator, also the 
George Washington of South America; played the most 
prominent role in the southern continent's independence 
movements of colonies against mother Spain by establishing 
Venezuela, Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Panama as 
sovereign nations; his military leadership and political legacy 
are celebrated throughout Latin America and the rest of the 
world. 

bollo (Sp.) ground, seasoned new corn wrapped in husks, then 
boiled. 

bomberos (Sp.) firemen; also Panama City fire department's 
marching band wearing black service caps, red shirts, white 
ascots, white trousers, high-top black boots. 

bonfire Christmas tree burn; soon after New Year's Day, in 
many CZ townsites. 

bonito ocean fish; predatory, medium-sized, ray-finned, dark 
flesh, in the tuna-mackerel family; pretty, good-looking, 
attractive. 

boogeyman mythical monster; dark tale used by adults to 
frighten children into good behavior. 

Boquete highland town; in Chiriquí Province, renowned for its 
cool climate, oranges, vegetable farms, coffee; very popular 
weekend and vacation spot for Zonians and Panamanians. 
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Boquete orange 


Boquete orange navel; sweet, seedless, juicy, easy to peel, tree 
often planted near coffee; highlands of Chiriquí Province the 
prime growing area. 

border boundary between CZ and Panama; often ignorantly 
described by critics as a continuous wall of fences, but untrue; 
fence barriers installed only where military security and townsite 
protection is of particular concern; see boundary. 

boriguero (Sp.) large lizard, but not iguana. 

Borinquen Road Pacific Side, west bank, also designated K2 
Road on US Army maps; appears to begin at the Bruja Highway 
and K9 Road intersection at the Cocoli VFW extending north to 
the KD/Known Distance Range (Summit Naval Radio Station is 
on opposite east bank); possibly this road may begin instead in 
the middle of Fort Kobbe; see KD Range. 

borracho (Sp.) intoxicated, drunk; a drunkard. 

bosque (Sp.) or selva (Sp.) forest; jungle. 

botella (Sp.) bottle, literally; Panama government position, 
usually low-ranking, desk-clerical in which the employee, 
typically a former mistress or close female friend, is discreetly 
placed as a favor or reward by an influential official. 
bougainvillea tropical plant; woody, thorny, ornamental 
climbing vine, has flower-like spring leaves with clusters of 
near-pink, magenta, purple, red, orange, white, or yellow 
flowers; in Panama called veranera (Sp.) or flor de verano (Sp.) 
meaning summer flower; named after French admiral and 
explorer Louis de Bougainville (1729-1811). 

boundary, CZ as shown on maps; also follows 100-foot contour 
of Gatun Lake, its islands and peninsulas reachable only by 
boat; follows the 200-foot contour of Madden Lake, its islands 
and peninsulas reachable only by boat. 

bowling alley not found in all townsites; Balboa's had about ten 
lanes in its own building adjacent to the high school gymnasium, 
Diablo's was small and located in the clubhouse, Margarita's 
was located in the clubhouse, Cocoli's had four lanes in its own 
small building connected to clubhouse by covered breezeway. 
Boy Scout Troop 13 in Cocoli. 

Boyd, Aquilino (1921- ) son of Frederico Boyd, former 
President of RP; member of old ruling family, lawyer, wealthy 
businessman, politician, ambassador to Mexico, delegate to 
United Nations; was chief agitator in 1959 against US presence 
in CZ, earning a much deserved politcial radical's reputation 
among Zonians for anti-American riots he instigated that year; 

as diplomat and Foreign Minister in 1976-1977, played 
important role in negotiations of the Carter-Torrijos Treaties. 
Boyd-Roosevelt Highway re Augusto Boyd, acting President of 
Panama from Dec 1939 through Oct 1940; during his term the 
Tran-Isthmian Highway linking Panama City to Colón was 
inaugurated; the new two-lane, all-concrete road was called 
Boyd-Roosevelt Highway in honor of the presidents of Panama 
and the US. 

box holder information sheet; printed weekly by Panama Canal 
Co. containing items of interest to Zonians such as movie 
schedules, commissary sales, special Pacific Side events; the 
single page, usually of pastel color, was folded in thirds, 
stamped BOX HOLDER and placed in CZ mailboxes. 

Brain Hill see Culebra. 

Brain Wagon see Yellow Peril. 

Braniff Airways, Inc. American airline; operating from 1928 to 
1982 primarily in southwest US and Latin America; office 
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building in Panama City looted and burned during Flag Riots of 
1964. 

brat family dependent; military or civilian, usually a person of 
school age. 

Brazos Brook Golf Course located on Old Gatun Road, west of 
Fort Gulick, south of Margarita townsite. 

breadfruit tropical tree; introduced to British West Indies from 
Tahiti by English naval Captain Bligh in 1793; up to 60 ft high, 
has deep-lobed shiny green leaves 1 to 3 ft long, round fruit of 
up to 10 pounds has tough yellowish-green warty skin; is boiled, 
fried, or roasted for carbohydrates and vitamins. 

Breakers Club, The social club; located in Coco Solo, facing 
Manzanillo Bay waterfront between the elementary school and 
the lagoon-swimming beach; originally a US Navy officers club 
with bowling alley downstairs, bar and restaurant upstairs, its 
popularity declined after Coco Solo Naval Station reverted to 
Panama Canal jurisdiction, and appears to have been torn down 
by 1978. 

breakwater artificial marine barrier; finger of concrete, rock, 
gravel, and fill dirt extending into harbor, bay, ocean, or canal to 
inhibit wave-wind action damaging to vessels, channel 
excavation, and shoreline and may employ sheet piling; Atlantic 
Side has two opposite bank breakwaters where Caribbean meets 
north line of Limon Bay; Pacific Side has one breakwater 
extending from Fort Amador where dredged ship channel must 
always be protected from cross currents. 

breezeway homes CZ residences; designed and built by the 
Panama Canal Company during 1950s to update housing with a 
mid-century modern style, doing away with many old and 
inefficient Canal construction era “bird cage” homes. 

breque (Spanglish) vehicle brakes. 

Bridge of the Americas or Puente del las Americas (Sp.) 
name assigned by Panama in 1979; iconic span inaugurated on 
October 12, 1962 (Miraflores Bridge closed same day) at Pacific 
entrance to Canal linking east and west banks via elevated four- 
lane Thatcher Highway (also Pan-American Highway); from 
opening in 1962 until 1979 official name was Thatcher Ferry 
Bridge. 

Bridge of the Universe or Bridge of the World often a 
commercial description for Panama and its canal. 

brig jail, prison, correction facility for Navy, Marine Corps. 
Broken Valley small, hidden area of boulders, sand, and low 
shrubbery in Cocoli not far from ball diamond, used by kids as 
secret hideaway and place to play war. 

Bruja Point Pacific Side, west bank, small peninsula between 
Kobbe Beach and Venado Beach. 

Bruja Road also New Bruja Road concrete highway; two-lane, 
on Pacific Side's west bank, beginning at Thatcher Highway, 
passing by NAD, by Rodman NavSta, by Rousseau, through 
Cocoli, ending at Miraflores Bridge; bruja (Sp.) means witch. 
Brujas Point Atlantic Side, west bank, area on Caribbean coast 
between Devil's Beach on north and Naranjitos Point on south. 
brush low trees, tall grass, vines, dense ground shrubbery, but 
may not require use of machete to get by. 

Bucyrus-Erie manufacturer; one of many mammoth steam 
shovels used for Canal dry excavation, built by Bucyrus 
Company of Ohio; the heaviest weighed 95 tons, favored by 
President Roosevelt and his three Chief Engineers; see steam- 
shovel. 

buena suerte (Sp.) or suerte (Sp.) good luck. 
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buenas noches (Sp.) good evening, good night; sometimes 
shortened to “buenas.” 

buenas tardes (Sp.) good afternoon; 
"buenas." 

bueno (Sp.) good, okay, satisfactory. 
buenos días (Sp. good morning, 
shortened to “buenos.” 

Building No. 8 military command post; one of several buildings 
among Fort Amador's former Barracks Row on east bank of 
Canal, occupied by Manuel Noriega's Panama Defense Forces 
as a headquarters-main office; a major target of attack and 
capture during Operation Just Cause. 

Bulldogs nickname and mascot; see Balboa High School. 
bumped ousted by virtue of priority or seniority of another 
person. 

Bundy, McGeorge (1919-1996) American; appointed National 
Security Advisor in 1961 by US President Kennedy, playing a 
crucial role in all JFK’s major foreign policy and defense 
decisions, retained in position by President Johnson until 1966. 
Buneau-Varilla, Philippe-Jean (1859-1940) Frenchman; 
entrepreneur, patriot, ambassador, author, soldier; civil engineer 
with Compagnie Universelle du Canal Interoceanique de 
Panama during failed effort by France to build canal in Panama; 
successfully lobbied US Congress to complete the Canal; 
negotiated for Panama as its first Envoy Extraordinary-Minister 
Plenipotentiary (ambassador) to the US and secretly signed 
controversial Treaty of 1903 on behalf of the former's fledgling 
republican government; author of The Great Adventure Of 
Panama; lost a leg in Battle Of Verdun in World War I. 

Bunker, Ellsworth К. (1894-1984) American; lawyer, 
businessman, diplomat, ambassador to S. Viet Nam, appointed 
by President Nixon in 1973 to manage negotiations of new 
treaty with Panama; worked closely with Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger and fellow negotiator Sol Linowitz until Carter- 
Torrijos treaties signed by US and Panama in 1977. 

burn, controlled limited fire; blaze intentionally set to dry grass 
by fire departments at end of dry season; special burning near 
public buildings and residential areas producing much 
excitement, smoke, and ash fall, good examples being the highly 
controlled fire on Sosa Hill in Balboa and the expansive high 
grass fire areas near Cocoli. 

burnie bean small, rock-hard brown bean from the fibrous, 
waxy, ear-shaped pod of the сого (Sp.) tree; gets hot to the 
touch when rubbed on sidewalk or other hard surface. 

bush wild plant life; also dense high grass or jungle not easily 
walked through. 

Bush, George H.W. (1924-  ) 41* President of the US 1989- 
1993; US Navy aviator during World War IL, congressman, 
ambassador, Director of CIA; ordered Operation Just Cause on 
December 20, 1989 to remove Panamanian dictator Manuel 
Noriega from power. 

bushmaster tropical snake; highly venomous, also called 
verrugosa (Sp.) for its warty skin. 

Bush Patrol section of CZ Police force assigned to patrol 
jungle-forest areas away from townsites. 

bus stop designated location; for loading-unloading public bus 
passengers, about six in Cocoli, in opposite directions (north and 
south) through town; all townsites had bus stops. 

butterfly clam marine or fresh water mollusk; plentiful at 
Venado Beach and Vera Cruz Beach; resembles small butterfly 


sometimes shortened to 


good day; sometimes 
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camino 


wings after boiling, about 34-inch long and 34-inch wide, served 
with rice or in. chowder; easy to gather during low tide near 
surface of sand using scraping tool like long machete. 

buzzard large, dark-feathered, carrion-eating bird usually seen 
circling lazily over Cocoli Hill, the townsite's trash dump, and 
throughout the Canal area. 

Byrd, Robert (1917- ) American; US Senator (D-W.Va.), 
Senate Majority Leader; teamed with Senate Minority Leader 
Howard Baker (R-Tenn.) to successfully maneuver the at-first 
unpopular 1977 Panama Canal Treaties to ratification by the 
Senate in April 1978, both men insisting certain US security 
interests be explicitly safeguarded in the treaty amendments. 

BX Base Exchange; for Air Force, Navy, and Marines. 


C 


caballero (Sp.) gentleman. 

caballo (Sp.) horse. 

cabeza (Sp.) head. 

cableways 85-feet high mobile metal towers; approx 800-feet 
apart, track-mounted on both sides of long Gatun Locks 
excavation, connected by heavy steel cables, used primarily to 
carry concrete in 2-cubic-yard buckets for pouring chamber 
floors, center wall, and chamber walls; a different tower system 
was used for the Pacific Side locks; see crane. 

cacique (Sp.) Indian chief; also black bird with yellow beak that 
suspends woven nest from fronds of Royal palm trees. 

café con leche (Sp.) coffee with milk. 

Café Durán (Sp.) native coffee brand; popular in Panama and 
CZ, also well known are Café Sitton and Café Ruíz. 

caiman or cayman reptile in alligator family; looks more like 
American crocodile Шап American alligator; color similar to 
crocodile, but has shorter, more rounded snout; usually found in 
fresh water lakes, canals, and rivers; about five feet in length, 
but black caiman grows up to fifteen feet long. 

calabash or calabaza (Sp.) tropical tree; usually with short 
trunk and long spreading branches, has large thin-skinned, hard- 
shell fruit up to 12 inches diameter; dried shell commonly used 
for utensil such as gourd, bowl, dipper; a favorite food of 
capybara rodent that chews off outer peel, cracks open hard 
shell, then devours seeds. 

calendar, wall two most common were published by the Balboa 
Union Church and the Panama Canal Company commissary, 
now collector's items. 

Calidonia (Sp.) Panama City suburb of low socio-economic 
status. 

caliente (Sp.) hot. 

calle (Sp.) street, road. 

calor (Sp.) heat, warmth. 

Calypso Afro-Caribbean music originating in Trinidad and 
Tobago during early 20" century; rhythmic melodies with witty, 
clever, often ribald lyrics focused on gossip, sex, scandal, 
politics, innuendo, and local events. 

cama (Sp.) bed. 

camarón (Sp.) shrimp. 

cambio (Sp.) change, usually in coins. 

camino (Sp.) road, highway; trail, footpath. 


The New COCOLI DICTIONARY: 1904-1999 


Camino Real, El 


Camino Real, КІ (Sp. The Royal Road or The King's 
Highway; historic trans-isthmian road built in 1540 by Spanish 
to link Panama City on Pacific Ocean with coastal town of 
Nombre de Dios on Caribbean Sea, to transport Peruvian gold 
and treasure; later, the link was changed in favor of coastal town 
of Portobelo, also on the Caribbean. 
campesino (Sp.) country person; rural 
presumed to be illiterate or poorly educated. 
Camp Chagres B.S.A. recreational-educational site on west 
shore of Madden Lake for Boy Scouts of America. 

Camp Elliott Navy-USMC garrison; Pacific Side, west bank 
near towns of Culebra and Empire, established 1904 for Canal 
defense; renamed Camp Gaillard. 

Camp Otis US Army garrison; Pacific Side, west bank near Las 
Cascadas for Canal defense beginning 1910, quartering 
primarily the 10 Infantry Regiment, the first permanent 
military unit assigned to CZ. 

сайа brava (Sp.) sawgrass. 

сайа dulce (Sp.) or сайа de azucar (Sp.) sugarcane. 

Canal Area see Panama Canal Area. 

Canal 2 (Sp.) Channel 2, Panama's national television station. 
Canal Commission see Isthmian Canal Commission; see 
Walker Commission. 

Canal construction period see Panama Canal. 

Canal pilot steersman; chief mariner who maneuvers or 
navigates vessels through dangerous, congested, or uncharted 
waters such as harbors, estuaries, or canals; in CZ enjoys very 
high social status. 

Canal Record quarterly news publication of Panama Canal 
Society of Florida. 

Canal Record, The official weekly newspaper of the Isthmian 
Canal Commission, founded by Commission member Joseph B. 
Bishop c. 1908 under the authority of Chief Engineer George W. 
Goethals; lifted worker morale, productivity, and built public 
and Congressional support in the US; rivalry among the three 
Canal work divisions was spurred by regular reports in tonnage 
of cubic yards excavated. 

canal slide rock-dirt collapse, slippage, cave-in along bank of 
Canal causing transit delays. 

Canal Zone unincorporated territory of US in Central 
America's Republic of Panama; established by Treaty of 1903 
with Panama and beginning May 4, 1904; the leased ocean-to- 
ocean ten mile wide strip of Isthmus (excepting city of Colon 
and Panama City, two coastal municipalities integral to the 
republic) under US possession, jurisdiction, and control for the 
construction, operation, administration, maintenance, and 
defense of the Canal and the right to intervene in domestic 
affairs of Panama to prevent political disorder; approximately 
553 square miles in area (including 191 square miles of water) 
with boundary following 100 foot contour of Gatun Lake; in 
1913 annual $250,000 rent to Panama, in 1936 $430,000, in 
1955 $1,930,000; 1960 population est. 10,000 US civilians, 
30,000 US military, 6,000 Panamanians—total 46,000; short 
name: Zone; often written as Panama Canal Zone; on October 1, 
1979 the name Canal Zone, in accordance with the Carter- 
Torrijos Treaties, was officially retired and replaced with 
Panama Canal Area. 

Canal Zone Bus Service public transportation throughout CZ; 
buses painted orange and white, driven by Local-Rate 


peasant, usually 
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Canal Zone seal 


employees; from Cocoli to Rousseau or Rodman/five cents, to 
Balboa/ten cents, to Ancon/fifteen cents. 

Canal Zone Credit Union banking facility; formerly Balboa 
Credit Union, exclusively for Pan-Canal employees, located on 
Balboa Road in Balboa. 

Canal Zone Government corporation of the US Government, 
established in 1950 to succeed previous governance by Panama 
Canal; responsible for administration, personnel, schools, 
police-fire protection, transportation, library, courts, hospitals, 
public health, roads-highways, sanitation, civil affairs, civil 
defense, cemeteries, telephones, and postal service; see Panama 
Canal Company. 

Canal Zone Governor see Governor, CZ. 

Canal Zone history unofficially, a period of 95 years: May 4, 
1904 to August 15, 1914— Canal construction; August 16, 1914 
to December 6, 1941—Post-Canal construction, Great War, 
Prohibition, Madden Dam, Great Depression; December 7, 1941 
to September 2, 1945—Military Bases Agreement, Miraflores 
Bridge, World War II; September 3, 1945 to January 9, 1964- 
Post-war activity, CZ Government, Panama Canal Company, 
Flag Riots; January 13, 1964 to September 31, 1979— 
negotiation of new treaties, Torrijos dictatorship, signing of new 
treaties; October 1, 1979 to December 31, 1999— 
implementation of Panama Canal Treaty and Treaty of 
Neutrality, abolishment of CZ, end of CZ Govemment and 
Panama Canal Company, Panama Canal Area, Department of 
Defense governance, Noriega dictatorship, Operation Just 
Cause, Reversion, end of US presence, Panama gains total 
sovereignty. 

Canal Zone Junior College established c. 1931 as Canal Zone 
Junior College; at first (temporary) located in vacated third floor 
of the Balboa Elementary School building; from 1934 to 1962 
in three-story concrete building connected to Balboa High 
School building by covered breezeways; in 1963 relocated to 
old, wood “colonial school” (alongside high concrete piers of 
elevated east end of Thatcher Ferry Bridge) in La Boca and 
renamed Canal Zone College (unofficially La Boca College) 
offering 100, 200, and a few 300 level courses; school colors 
dark green and white, nickname Green Devils; after implemen- 
tation on October 1, 1979 of Carter-Torrijos Treaties, renamed 
Panama Canal College, later also called Panama Canal 
Community College. 

Canal Zone Library CZ Government book and documents 
collection; on second floor of Civil Affairs Building in Ancon. 
Canal Zone Matches manufactured in Sweden expressly for the 
Panama Canal Company, having: ‘Jonkopings Westra 
Tandsticksfabriks Damp Proof’ on box label. 


Canal Zone motto: THE LAND DIVIDED, THE WORLD 
UNITED. 


Canal Zone Penitentiary see Gamboa Penitentiary. 

Canal Zone Police or CZP federal police force in CZ. 

Canal Zone Post Office postal service; sending, delivering 
mail, and issuing CZ postage stamps. 

Canal Zone seal circular design; SEAL OF THE CANAL ZONE— 
ISTHMUS OF PANAMA words in gold on dark blue field with 
three gold stars centered at bottom of circle; inside of white 
circle (or globe) has shield-crest with black cap and alternating 
short vertical red and white stripes below cap; front of Spanish 
galleon in full sail (small flag on mast appears to be of Spain) in 
middle of Culebra Cut with red-orange-yellow sunset sky 
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candelillas 


background; gold ribbon scroll below crest has motto: THE 
LAND DIVIDED—THE WORLD UNITED; seal created by Tiffany 
& Co. 

candelillas (Sp.) fire ants; tiny, black, gather in large numbers to 
consume their prey; leave severe, itchy, lasting sting on human 
from their bite. 

cangrejo (Sp.) crab. 

canned television US programs recorded on film for later 
presentation in CZ, e.g., World Series. 

cannonball run-and-jump into pool to create large, explosive 
water splash; also the hard fruit of the cannonball tree. 

canoe race see Cayuco Race. 

cantina (Sp.) bar, tavern, saloon. 

Cape Horn southernmost headland (on Hornos Island) of the 
Tierra del Fuego archipelago of southern Chile; marks the 
northern boundary of the Drake Passage where Atlantic Ocean 
and Pacific Ocean connect; need for ships to round it was 
greatly reduced by the opening of the Panama Canal in 1914. 
Capri of the Pacific Taboga Island sometimes referred to as 
such. 

Capuchin monkey primate; “organ grinder monkey”, 
considered New World’s most intelligent; top of head, arms, 
legs, and long prehensile tail are dark, the face, shoulders, and 
neck are white or cream; as pet, can become overly aggressive to 
owner and strangers. 

carajo (Sp.) vulgar expletive; damn it, crap, hell, sh-t. 

caramba (Sp.) mild expletive: heck, gee, golly, oh my, 
goodness gracious. 

carbon (Sp.) charcoal. 

Carcel Modelo Panama City’s central prison; under dictator 
Noriega’s rule it held not only common criminals but political 
prisoners; American Curt Muse kept there until rescued at start 
of Operation Just Cause on December 20, 1989; PDF 
Comandancia compound a few blocks away. 

Careterra Nacional (Sp.) Pan-American Highway. 

Carew, Rodney “Rod” C. (1945- ) Panamanian athlete; of 
Afro-Caribbean parents, born in a Panama Railroad passenger 
coach in Gatun, CZ; Major League Baseball infielder for 19 
years with Minnesota Twins and California Angels, elected to 
Hall of Fame in 1991; national baseball stadium in Panama City 
renamed in his honor. 

Caribbean, The Cristobal High School yearbook. 

Caribbean Command, US or CARIBCOM established in CZ 
in 1947 as a reorganization of the Caribbean Defense Command; 
see Southern Command, US. 

Caribbean Defense Command, US established in CZ in 1941 
until reorganized in 1947. 

Caribbean Sea or Mar Caribe (Sp.) large, western extension 
of the Atlantic Ocean within shores of Greater Antilles, Yucatan 
Peninsula, Central America, northwestern coast of South 
America, and Lesser Antilles; generally, southeast of Gulf of 
Mexico. 

cardboard sleds flattened cardboard; for sliding (or sledding) 
on sloped grassy surfaces; dry, brown, long scoop-like sheath at 
base (where attaches to trunk) of palm frond stem also used for 
sledding. 

Cardenas Village Pan-Canal townsite; Pacific Side, east bank, 
roughly between Fort Clayton and Corozal; founded in 1961 to 
house displaced FAA personnel (former residents of Rousseau 
townsite on the west bank). 
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centavo 


carimaiiola (Sp.) fritter; made of seasoned, boiled, ground yuca 
stuffed with seasoned meat, then fried. 

Carnaval or Los Carnavales (Sp.) pre-Lenten celebration; 
Carnival week begins fourth day before Ash Wednesday, ends 
the following Tuesday with ceremonial burial of el pescado 
(Sp.), the fish. 

Carnavalito (Sp.) smaller carnival-like fairs or festivals held 
throughout the year, especially in rural areas. 

carne (Sp.) meat, beef. 

carne en palito (Sp.) or palito (Sp.) meat on short wood stick; 
small cuts of seasoned beef skewered on bamboo sticks, broiled 
over street-side charcoal grill, extremely popular with Zonians. 
caro (Sp.) expensive. 

carport parking space; under first-floor living quarters and 
above street level, sloped for proper drainage. 

Cartagena Colombian gunboat; made harbor at Colon on 
November 2, 1903 with several high-ranking officers and 500 
infantry troopers to quell Panamanian revolutionaries in Panama 
City, on the Pacific coast; Navy Commander Hubbard of the 
USS Nashville checked the Colombian army officers on the 
following day by denying their troopers passage on the Panama 
Railroad from Colon; see Shaler, James. 

Carter, Jimmy E. (1924- ) 39th President of the US 1977- 
1981; Navy Lieutenant 1943-1953, farmer, Georgia state 
senator, Governor of Georgia 1971-1975; strong proponent of 
new treaty with Panama, giving it priority during his 
administration; appointed Sol Linowitz to join Ellsworth Bunker 
as co-negotiator of the new Canal treaties; on September 7, 1977 
signed the Carter-Torrijos Treaties in Washington, DC. 
Carter-Torrijos Treaties see treaties. 

casa (Sp.) house, dwelling, residence. 

Cascadas (Sp.) see Las Cascadas. 

Casco Viejo (Sp.) or Casco Antiguo (Sp.) or San Felipe (Sp.) 
the Old Compound; historic Spanish colonial district of Panama 
City founded in 1673 after original nearby city sacked by pirate 
Henry Morgan two years earlier. 

casement window usually metal sash as opposed to wood; 
hinged at sides, opens and closes by use of metal hand crank. 
cashew or marañon (Sp.); tropical tree; produces tart cashew 
apple and cashew nut; can grow to 46 feet height. 

cassava tuber; manioc, yuca (Sp.), a staple of Panamanian diet. 
cassia tree “golden shower" tree; covered so heavily with 
yellow flowers that almost no leaves seen, commonly used as 
ornamental plant; can grow to 66 feet height. 
Castilian see Spanish. 

Castro, Fidel (1926- ) Cuban; revolutionary, 
communist, leader and dictator of Cuba since 1959. 
Cativá Panama municipality; Atlantic Side, east bank, on Trans- 
Isthmian Highway just after leaving CZ for Panama City. 
caudillo (Sp.) chief, leader, commander, dictator. 

cayuco (Sp.) wood dugout canoe sailed by natives; similar to 
piragua (Sp.) or pirogue. 

Cayuco Race rowing competition; ocean to ocean through 
Panama Canal, the first in 1954 by CZ Explorer Scouts. 

cédula (Sp.) Panamanian identification card; wallet-size 
certificate of citizenship and legal status. 

ceiba (Sp.) see kapok. 

Ceiba Island Atlantic Side, west bank, near Gatun Dam. 

cena (Sp.) supper, evening meal. 

centavo (Sp.) penny; one cent coin in Panama. 


Marxist, 
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Central America 


Central America subcontinent of seven countries/capitals: 
Guatemala/Guatemala | City; | Honduras/Tegucigalpa; | El 
Salvador/San Salvador; British Honduras (Belize)/Belize City; 
Nicaragua/Managua; Costa Rica/San José; Panama/Panama 
City. 

cerca (Sp.) fence, enclosure; close to, nearby. 

cerro (Sp.) mountain. 

Cerro Ancón original name of Ancon Hill. 

Cerro Barú (Sp.) or El Bard (Sp.) or Volcán de Chiriquí (Sp.) 
or Cerro Chiriquí (Sp.) dormant volcano; in northwestern 
Chiriqui Province, elevation 11,410 feet highest in Panama, 
often cloud-covered. 

Cerro Cabra (Sp.) mountain; Mount Cabra or Goat Mountain, 
west (in Panama) of Howard Field on Pacific Side, west bank; 
1,663 feet elevation is highest in vicinity of CZ. 

Cerro Campana (Sp.) mountain; Bell Mountain, elevation 
2,789 feet, magnificent panorama overlooking Pacific Ocean 
and Pan-American Highway, approximately 35 miles west of 
Panama City. 

Cerro Grande (Sp.) mountain; Pacific Side, west bank, 
southwest of Gamboa, near abandoned village of Gorgona; 
highest point in CZ at 1,000 feet elev. 

Cerro Punta small town in Panama's western highlands at 
6,500 feet elevation, slightly south of the Continental Divide; 
considered to be at end of road north of the Pan-American 
Highway that begins at Concepción intersection and passes 
through city of El Hato del Volcán, past the village of Paso 
Ancho, and past colorful Hotel Bambito. 

cerveza (Sp.) beer. 

ceviche (Sp.) or seviche (Sp.) hors d'oeuvres; usually made 
from marinated (“cooked”) corbina fish using lime juice, salt, 
yellow onions, habanero pepper; traditionally served chilled on 
crackers with beer or cocktails. 

CFN Caribbean Forces Network; US Army radio station in Fort 
Clayton, studios in building next to Gaillard Highway. 

chácara (Sp.) unique tote bag or hold-all circular sack with 
shoulder strap; woven by Guaymi Indians of Chiriqui; made of 
wild pineapple plant fiber, highly desired by tourists. 

Chagres River Panama Canal’s chief source of fresh water; its 
watershed and tributaries on south slopes of Continental Divide 
in Panama Province east of the Canal are rivers flowing into 
man-made Gatun Lake; its main course divides at Gamboa and 
flows northwest into Caribbean Sea through Atlantic Side locks 
and at Fort San Lorenzo, but also flows southeast into Pacific 
Ocean through Canal’s two Pacific Side locks; dammed 
primarily at two places, Madden Dam and Gatun Dam; named 
Rio de Los Lagartos (Sp.) by Columbus, later renamed Chagre 
(Sp.) after provincial department in Spain, finally renamed 
Chagres. 

chain, fender lock gate and chamber wall protective device; 
lays below chamber floor level in groove but quickly raised in 
emergency as barrier against uncontrolled ship’s bow from 
damaging lock entry gate and chamber walls. 

chain link wire fencing; of heavy gauge metal, has diamond 
pattern, common throughout CZ, also called cyclone fence, 
usually four to seven feet high, sometimes crowned with barbed 
wire for added security; contrary to some foreign critics, CZ and 
RP boundaries were not separated by such fencing. 

chambers, Canal size: 1,000 feet long, 110 feet wide, 70 feet 
deep. 
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Chilibre River 


Chame town on Pan-American Highway near Pacific coast in 
western part of Province of Panama, nearby peninsula extends 
northeastward and points to Taboga Island. 

Chame Point see Punta Chame. 

chance ticket lottery ticket; costing twenty-five cents, having 
only two numbers. 

changamé (Sp.) great-tailed grackle or blackbird. 

channel designated ship route through Canal; across Miraflores 
Lake and Gatun Lake; applies especially in areas excavated by 
dredging at Pacific entrance, Culebra Cut, and Atlantic entrance. 
chaquira (Sp.) beaded necklace; made by Guaymí tribe of 
Panama, originally worn only by its warriors, but later by many 
women as a fashion accessory. 

chayote (Sp.) also cho cho (Sp.) vine vegetable in gourd family; 
native to Mexico, pear-shaped and roughly equal in size, strong 
similarity to squash; popular in salads, cooked in stews and 
soups, but bland taste requires strong seasoning. 

Cheney, Dick (1941- ) American; businessman, politician, 
Secretary of Defense from March 1989 to January 1993, 
directed military intervention in Panama during Operation Just 
Cause; Vice President under two terms of George W. Bush. 
Chepo (Sp.) town in Panama Province; about 45 miles east of 
Panama City where pavement ends on Pan-American Highway; 
unpaved highway continues east to Yavisa (Sp.). 

cherry bomb pyrotechnic; approx. one inch diameter burst-on- 
contact explosive wrapped in sparkled red paper, used for 
fireworks on Fourth of July. 

Chiari, Diana beloved Panamanian artist; founder of pottery 
industry in La Arena; known for her painted bateas (Sp.) and 
pre-Colombian designs; in her later years she taught native arts 
and crafts at Panama Canal College in La Boca, CZ. 

Chiari, Roberto F. (1905-1981) served briefly as acting 
President of Panama in 1949, President of Panama 1960-1964; 
during Flag Riots of January 1964 he broke diplomatic relations 
with US, pursued renegotiated treaty culminating in Carter- 
Torrijos Treaties of 1977. 

chicha (Sp.) fermented beverage; potent native Indian drink 
usually made from corn. 

Chief Aptakasic sea vessel; two-mast CZ Sea Scouts schooner, 
represented CZ in 1976 United States bi-centennial celebration 
in New York Harbor. 

Chief Engineer highest ranking engineer (3) in supreme 
command of all Canal construction during period 1904-1914, 
appointed by the President, in order: John F. Wallace, June 1, 
1904 to June 28, 1905; John F. Stevens, June 30, 1905 to April 
1, 1907; George W. Goethals, April 1, 1907 to August 15, 1914 
or official end of construction operations. 

Chief of Naval Operations or CNO highest ranking admiral in 
the US Navy, has command authority over all operations. 

Chief of Staff highest ranking four-star general in the US Army 
and US Air Force, Commandant of the Marine Corps their peer; 
each having command authority over all operations while also 
serving as member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff under its 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman. 

Chiefs’ Club ог CPO Club at Rodman NavSta; social bar and 
grille for Navy petty officers grades E-7, E-8, Е-9. 

Chilibre township; in Panama on Trans-Isthmian Highway not 
far from the east boundary of the Forest Preserve in CZ. 
Chilibre River in Panama, just east of CZ-Panama boundary; 
flows north into Chagres River below Madden Dam. 
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Chinese garden 


Chinese garden fruit and vegetable market; open-air, roof- 
covered, on west side of Bruja Highway at south end of Cocoli; 
on Gaillard Highway between Corozal and Fort Clayton, and 
other locations throughout CZ. 

Chinese plum dried plum; very salty, spicy, sweet, imported 
from China, sold at all Chinese gardens; a favorite of Zonian 
kids. 

chino (Sp.) Chinese man. 

Chiricano (Sp.) native of Chiriquí Province. 

Chiriquí (Sp.) Panama's westernmost province; border with 
Costa Rica on west, Bocas del Toro Province on north, Veraguas 
Province on east, Pacific Ocean on south; acclaimed for its 
sugarcane, livestock, bananas, coffee, and cool climate in 
volcanic highlands; capital city David. 

Chiriquí Lagoon large sea inlet on Caribbean coast of Bocas 
del Toro Province. 

chiste (Sp.) a joke. 

chit Navy requisition slip. 

chiva (Sp.) passenger bus; oftentimes colorfully painted and 
decorated, serving suburban and rural areas. 

Chiva Chiva Trail road; gravel-surfaced, marked C-21 on 
Army map, extending east from Gaillard Highway near Pedro 
Miguel to CZ-Panama border and beyond to Boyd-Roosevelt 
Highway. 

Chocó (Sp.) one of Panama's three major Indian tribes, living 
primarily in Province of Darien; see Cuna, see Guaymí. 

cholo (Sp.) derogatory name; for dark-skinned Panamanian, 
especially person of native Indian ancestry; often used in jest but 
sometimes as racial slur. 

chombo (Sp.) derogatory name; for Panamanian male of Negro 
ancestry, e.g., a Jamaican, a West Indian; also “chombito” (Sp.) 
for young boys, shortened to “bito”. 

chopper (slang) helicopter. 

Chorrera (Sp.) or La Chorrera (Sp.) municipality; first major 
city on Pan-American Highway west of Arraiján. 

Chorrera Check Point Guardia Nacional inspection station 
along Pan-American Highway. 

Chorrera Falls or El Chorro (Sp.) waterfalls; popular 
recreational site on Rió Caimito, about two miles northeast of La 
Chorrera. 

Chorillo, El (Sp.) or Chorillo (Sp.) Panama City neighborhood; 
slums bordering Fourth of July Avenue, inhabited mostly by 
West Indian residents of lowest socio-economic status; location 
of el Cuartel Central (Sp.) central police substation of the 
Guardia Nacional (Sp.); also location of La Comandancia (Sp.), 
the Guardia’s headquarters and later PDF headquarters; 
neighborhood suffered major damage primarily from arson fires 
set by retreating Noriega supporters during Operation Just 
Cause, many of its inhabitants finding temporary refuge at 
Balboa Stadium in Balboa; gratuitous US aid helped greatly in 
the neighborhood’s rebuilding. 

Christmas Heights residential area in Curundu heavily 
decorated with Christmas lights and related adornments. 

Chu, Hotel at Taboga Island, three-story white building at 
water’s edge with popular cantina and restaurant. 

chuleta (Sp.) literally, pork chop; when used as expletive is 
suggestive of the highly vulgar “chucha” (Sp.); sometimes as 
“chuleta con papas” (Sp.) meaning pork chop with potatoes. 
CIA US Central Intelligence Agency. 
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close order drill 


cicada flying insect; large, seasonal, resembles common 
housefly, has stout body, blunt head, transparent wings 
producing loud, distinctive, continuous singing sound; called 
totorón (Sp.) or cocorón (Sp.) in Panama. 

CID or USACIDC US Army Criminal Investigation Division 
Command, detective in nature. 

Cimmarones or Cimmaroons or Cimarones, los (Sp.) escaped 
African slaves during the Spanish colonial period, banding 
together in isolated jungle villages (called palenque in Spanish, 
meaning palisade or enclosure) and living as outlaws. 

Cisneros, Marc A. (1939- ) American; Major General, US 
Army South Commander in Panama during Operation Just 
Cause in which he was proponent of defeating the enemy 
without extreme use of military force; played major role in the 
capture of dictator Manuel Noriega. 

Civic Councils organizations; established in 1937 by CZ 
Governor Ridley; comprised of Pan-Canal residents who 
periodically meet with CZ Governor to discuss concerns and 
complaints; minutes often published in informal news letter. 
Civic Crusade or National Civic Crusade or Cruzada 
Civilisla Nacionalista (Sp.) national populist coalition; effort 
from June 1987 to 1989 by mostly middle-class and 
professional-class Panamanians staging marches to dislodge the 
dictatorship of Manuel Noriega through the creation of 
opposition political organizations, the effectiveness of business 
strikes, popular large public demonstrations and protests, and 
refusal to pay taxes; initial demands of the Crusade included 
conducting an investigation of the murder of Noriega opposition 
leader Hugo M. Spadafora, as specifically charged by Noriega's 
former Chief of Staff Colonel Roberto Diáz Herrera; protestors 
often wore headbands, armbands, waved white flags and 
handkerchiefs, banged pots and pans, and chanted for 
democracy and justice. 

civic organizations in CZ, short list: Theater Guild, CZ Art 
League, Isthmian Historical Society, Archeological Society, 
Cristobal Women’s’ Club, Rotary Club, Lions Club. 

Civil Affairs Building former Air Terminal Building at Albrook 
Field; now superbly air-conditioned home of CZ Schools 
Division, CZ Library, CZ Museum, Fire Department, Police 
Division, Department of Motor Vehicles, other offices, and 
Drive-In eatery; built in 1944. 

Civil Defense or CD public (civilian) preparation; for townsite 
reaction to military attack, conventional or atomic, one exercise 
being A-bomb drill (student under desk) in schools. 

civilian American not in military service. 

Civil Service Federal employment; for CZ Government, 
Panama Canal Company, US military, US Embassy, or US 
Government contractor. 

claro (Sp.) or claro que si (Sp.) yes, certainly, undoubtedly, for 
sure. 

clavo (Sp.) hardware, a nail. 

Clinton, William J. (1946- ) 42" President of the US from 
1993-2001; former Governor of Arkansas and Attorney General 
of Arkansas; during his two presidential terms there were no 
major developments in US-Panama relations except the events of 
December 31, 1999. 

cloche (Spanglish) automobile clutch. 

close order drill precise infantry movements (foot steps) 
directed by voice command and executed in marching 
formations, usually in platoon size or company size; performed 
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for unit discipline, parades, and ceremonies, with or without 
rifles. 

clubby clubhouse, service center. 

Club Fenix cantina-bordello; for the working man in Rio Abajo 
district of Panama City. 
clubhouse Service Center; 
restrooms, cafeteria, movie 


in most townsites usually has 
theater, bakery, soda fountain, 
billiard room, bingo parlor, magazine and newspaper stand, 
barber shop, beauty salon, shoe repair shop, tailor shop, 
seamstress shop, some private-owner (Panamanian) retail 
concessions; most clubhouse employees were English-speaking 
West Indians (“Jamaicans”). 

coastlines of Panama on Caribbean Sea 426 miles, on Pacific 
Ocean 767 miles; major features on Caribbean are Almirante 
Bay, Chiriqui Lagoon, Gulf of Mosquitos, San Blas Islands; 
major features on Pacific are Gulf of Chiriqui, Island of Coiba, 
Gulf of Montijo, Gulf of Panama, Bay of Panama, Pearl Islands, 
Gulf of San Miguel. 

coatimundi or coati tropical mammal; related to raccoon but 
longer body, ringed tail, long flexible snout, can be trained as 
pet; reportedly tastes like chicken. 

cockroach often shortened to roach; see cucaracha. 

coco (Sp.) coconut tree; fruit from the coconut palm. 

cocobolo (Sp.) prized tropical hardwood; typically orange or 
reddish-brown, oily in look and feel, giving off strong 
unmistakable odor, can be polished to lustrous glassy finish; 
used for gun grips, knife handles, etc. and stands up well from 
exposure to water; also known as Rosewood. 

Cocoli Pan-Canal townsite, originally; Pacific Side, west bank, 
built between 1939-1943, sister city to Diablo Heights and 
Margarita; located next to New Bruja Road between Rousseau 
Naval Hospital and Miraflores Locks, for employees and 
families of ambitious Third Locks Project, 1960 est. pop. 2,200; 
all buildings except post office, commissary, police station, fire 
station, and school transferred from Panama Canal Company to 
US Navy in 1953; home of WEST BANK Little League team; 
word Cocoli is probably of local Indian origin. 

Cocoli Baptist Church located on hill side of Bruja Highway 
overlooking The Hollow housing area; formerly occupied as 
dispensary. 

Cocoli Catholic Church see Saint Teresa’s. 

Cocoli Episcopal Church see Saint Andrew’s. 

Cocoli Hill in Cocoli on west side of Bruja Road, accessed by 
single-lane blacktop road, water tank at summit; sometimes 
referred to as Williams Brothers Hill (Third Locks Project 
contractor). 

Cocoli Lake fresh water body; roughly three-quarters mile long, 
aligned end to end with salt water of Third Cut, both abandoned 
excavations of Third Locks Project; located between Cocoli and 
Miraflores Locks; separated at north end from Miraflores Lake 
by narrow, unpaved road dike; popular recreational site for 
fishing and water sports. 

Cocoli River on Pacific Side’s west bank; flows into southwest 
shore of Miraflores Lake. 

Cocoli River swimming hole recreational site; used primarily 
for swimming and picnicking, not fishing; heavily forested, 
alongside K-9 Road about 1.5 miles from intersection with Bruja 
Highway (at Cocoli VFW). 
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Cocoli School elementary school; two stories on creosoted 
wood posts over concrete slab, on Tamarindo Avenue, for 
kindergarten and grades 1-6. 

Cocoli УКУУ see VFW. 

coconut large, round, water-filled fruit of the coconut palm. 
coconut palm or coco palm tree producing coconuts. 

coconut water juice of the coconut; agua de pipa (Sp.). 

Coco Solito US Navy housing area; Atlantic Side, east bank, 
annex of Coco Solo NavSta. 

Coco Solo or Coco Solo NavSta US Navy submarine base and 
naval air station; Atlantic Side, east bank, on east shore of 
Manzanillo Bay; site of large naval hospital and Cristobal 
Junior-Senior High School; wholly transferred to Canal Zone 
Government control in 1957-1958. 

Coco Solo Naval Hospital near Coco Solo Naval Station. 
Coiba, Isla de (Sp.) largest island off Pacific coast of Panama; 
at east end of Golfo de Chiriqui (Sp.), maintained as national 
penal colony, surrounding waters reportedly infested with 
schools of man-eating sharks. 

cola sweet brown carbonated beverage; bottled in Panama City: 
Coca-Cola, Pepsi-Cola, Royal Crown Cola, Spur Cola. 

colegio (Sp.) high school. 

Colombia New Granada during Spanish colonial period; South 
American country on Panama's southern border, permitted 
Americans to build trans-isthmian railroad in 1850s, contracted 
French Canal Company to begin Panama Canal in 1880s; capitol 
Bogotá; see reparations to Colombia. 

Colón (Sp.) Columbus, in English; founded by Americans in 
1850 as Atlantic Side terminus for trans-isthmian Panama 
Railroad; Panama's principal city and Caribbean Sea port at 
north entrance of Canal; first named Aspinwall in honor of 
Panama Railroad promoter William H. Aspinwall; originally 
located entirely on swampy Manzanillo Island surrounded by 
Limon Bay and Manzanillo Bay; borders neighboring city of 
Cristobal, CZ; major fires occurred in 1915, 1940. 

Colon Corridor highway; per Article VIII of the 1936 Hull- 
Alfaro (Friendship & Cooperation) Treaty, Panama was 
permitted a special traffic corridor (primarily for commercial 
vehicles such as trucks and buses) in the CZ under Panamanian 
jurisdiction to more directly connect the Atlantic city of Colón 
to Panama; as best determined, the corridor began in the 
southern section of Colón, passed south between Silver City and 
the Folks River inlet, crossed Randolph Road, then continued 
east to the nearby border; some adjustments to this route were 
made after initial construction; it appears the stretch of Trans- 
isthmian Highway (Boyd-Roosevelt Highway) in the CZ from 
the border to Colón was no longer adequate to handle the 
increase in traffic. 

Colonense person born in Colón; resident of Colón; name 
occasional used in jest to mean someone of low socio- 
economic status, a negative reflection on the Atlantic Side city 
of slums and West Indian inhabitants. 

Colon Free Trade Zone see Free Trade Zone. 

colores, los (Sp.) amarillo/yellow...azul/blue...blanco/white... 
chocolate/brown...morado/purple...naranja/orange...negro/black.. 
rojo/red...rosado/pink... verde/green; the colors. 

Colossus of the North or Gringo Colossus name for US by 
critics who often judge it to be oppressive and imperialistic in 
relations with its Latin American neighbors. 
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Columbus, Christopher 


Columbus, Christopher or Colón, Cristobal (Sp.) (1451-1506) 
Republic of Genoa (Genoese) maritime navigator, explorer, 
governor, colonizer; with assistance from King Ferdinand and 
Queen Isabella of Spain, sailed with three small ships to blaze 
western route to East Indies in 1492 and unintentionally became 
*discoverer' of the Western Hemisphere, also 'discoverer' of 
America, also ‘discoverer of the New World’; made three 
additional voyages as Admiral of the Ocean Sea in 1493, 1498, 
1502, in the final voyage exploring the Caribbean Sea coastline 
from northern Honduras to Almirante Bay in Panama during the 
months of August through October; Cristobal townsite in CZ, 
city of Colón in Panama, and other places worldwide named in 
his honor. 

comadre (Sp.) intimate female friend, benefactor; midwife. 
Comandancia, la headquarters building of PDF forces located 
in El Chorillo neighborhood of Panama City, prime target for 
attack and capture by US Army during Operation Just Cause. 
comején (Sp.) termite, white ant. 

comida (Sp.) food, victual, a meal. 

Commandant of the Marine Corps; highest ranking general in 
the Corps, has command over all operations and administration. 
commissary general retail store; selling groceries and wide 
range of home furnishings and merchandise, operated by 
Panama Canal Company, others by US military at their 
installations. 

Commission group of experts, mostly civilian and military 
engineers; two commissions appointed by President William 
McKinley, the first to advise on the feasibility of a canal in 
Nicaragua, the second to advise on completing the French effort 
in Panama; three commissions appointed by President Theodore 
Roosevelt to perform managerial-engineering-administrative 
duties during the US construction of the Canal in Panama; see 
Isthmian Canal Commission, see Walker Commission. 
Community Chest US charity organization. 

commie communist, communist sympathizer. 

commy (slang) commissary. 

compadre (Sp.) intimate male friend, benefactor, protector. 
Company Town tongue-in-cheek description of CZ by some 
American journalists, politicians, commentators, US federal 
employees. 

comparsa (Sp.) carnival musical group. 

conejo (Sp.) rabbit. 

conejo pintado (Sp.) or paca (Sp.) tropical rodent; large, with 
coarse dark brown to black fur on upper body, white or 
yellowish underbelly, three to five rows of white spots along its 
sides; meat is highly prized but in some areas considered 
agricultural pest. 

Conejos (Sp.) see Fastlich League. 

con gusto (Sp.) with pleasure, with delight, willfully. 

conjunto (Sp.) group, usually musical. 

сойо (Sp.) expletive; G-damn it, curse it, oh hell. 

conquistador (Sp.) Portuguese and Spanish conquerors; 
soldiers-explorers commissioned as captain-leaders by their 
Crowns during the Great Age of Exploration and Discovery in 
the New World, generally the period 1492 through early 1600s, 
the two most famous are Hernán Cortés, Conqueror of Mexico 
and Francisco Pizarro, Conqueror of Peru, both born in Spain; 
short list includes Diego de Almagro, Ponce de León, Vasco 
Nuñez de Balboa, Hernando de Soto, Francisco Coronado, 
Cabeza de Vaca, Francisco Orellana, Gonzalo Pizarro, Hernando 
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coral snake 


Pizarro, Juan Pizarro, Pedro de Alvarado, Pedro Cabral, Pedro 
de Valdivia, Ferdinand Magellan. 

Conquistador CZ Junior College yearbook. 

construction divisions (3) Atlantic Division, Central Division, 
Pacific Division assigned by Chief Engineer Goethals; Atlantic 
Division—headed by Army major-engineer William Sibert, was 
7.7 miles long, from Toro Point to village of Gatun, charged 
with excavation of approach channel through Limon Bay, 
construction of Gatun Dam, Gatun Spillway, and Gatun Locks; 
Central Division—headed by Army major-engineer David 
Gaillard, was 31.7 miles long, charged with channel excavation 
between Gatun Dam and Pedro Miguel, the major effort at 
stubborn Culebra Cut; Pacific Division—headed by civilian civil 
engineer Sidney Williamson, was 11.0 miles long, between 
Pedro Miguel and the Naos Island breakwater, charged with 
construction of Pedro Miguel Locks, Miraflores Locks, 
Miraflores Dam, Pacific approach channel, and east side 
breakwater. 

Contadora Island in the Pearl Islands Archipelago; popular 
tourist destination, has aircraft landing strip; contadora in 
Spanish means "опе that counts” or “place of accounts” because 
there Spanish officials counted pearls. 

Continental Divide mountainous drainage division; running 
entire west-east length of Isthmus of Panama such that the 
narrow drainage basin on north side of the long divide feeds into 
Atlantic Ocean, the wide drainage basin on south side feeds into 
Pacific Ocean; see Contractors Hill, see Gold Hill. 

contraband food or merchandise sold in commissaries, PX, or 
BX to Americans in CZ, then illegally resold or given away to 
Panamanian; facetiously called duty-free or tax-free goods. 
contractors’ site from 1939 to 1942, offices, shops, parking, 
warehouses, garages, storage yards, shipping-delivery between 
Third Locks Cut and crest of Bruja Road near Cocoli VFW. 
Contractors Hill critical point where Canal is channeled 
through Panama's west-east Continental Divide; original height 
of 410 feet reduced by excavation to 370 feet on west bank, 
nearly at southernmost reach of Culebra Cut; saddle ridge of 333 
feet elevation once joined Contractors Hill to Gold Hill, the 
latter's original height of 662 feet reduced to 539 feet across the 
new channel on the east bank; visitors' parking at terraced 
summit accessed by K-2 Road; see Gold Hill. 

control tower a strategically elevated building at Miraflores 
Locks, Pedro Miguel Locks, and Gatun Locks from which lock 
gates, lock chambers, water levels, and towing are controlled by 
operators. 

convoy line of military vehicles on public roadway. 

Coolidge, John Calvin (1872-1933) 30" President of the US 
1923-1929, as Vice President succeeded to presidency upon the 
death of President Warren Harding in 1923; lawyer, Governor of 
Vermont; US occupation of Haiti and Nicaragua continued 
under his administration, but withdrew troops from Dominican 
Republic in 1924; led US delegation in 1928 to the Sixth 
International Conference of American States in Cuba, where he 
extended a peace offering to Latin American leaders over US 
interventionist policies in the Caribbean and Central America. 
cooties lice. 

COPA or Сотрайіа Panameíía de Aviación primary airline in 
Panama, hub at Tocumen International Airport. 

coral snake tropical snake; highly venomous, brilliantly banded 
in red, black, yellow, or white. 
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corbina (Sp.) or corvina (Sp.) sea bass; highly prized food fish 
in Pacific Ocean from Chile to Panama, commonly used for 
making ceviche (Sp.). 

cordillera (Sp.) mountain range, Continental Divide. 
cormorant water bird; dark-colored, web-footed, long neck, 
hooked bill, distensible throat pouch; dives and swims 
underwater for its prey. 

corotü (Sp.) tropical tree; large, beautiful, also known as false 
mahogany, earlobe tree, elephant ear tree, burnie bean tree; can 
grow to 115 feet height with five feet diameter trunk, producing 
distinctive, ear-shaped, dark brown pods filled with small hard- 
shell beans; see burnie bean. 

Corozal Army post; on Pacific Side's east bank, on both sides 
of Gaillard Highway; center for Quartermaster Corps and 
Engineering Corps in CZ. 

Corozal Asylum medical center; or Corozal Hospital or Corozal 
Mental Health Center; multipurpose medical complex providing 
out-patient counseling, geriatric nursing and long-term care for 
physically or mentally incapacitated dependents in CZ. 

Corozal Cemetery burial site; in CZ for American citizens, 
Canal construction workers, military veterans. 

Corozal Motor Pool home for Army school buses. 

Corozal Salvage Yard location for sale of Army surplus; for 
boys in Cocoli, this allowed cheap purchases of steel helmets, 
helmet liners, knapsacks, tent halves, ponchos, entrenching 
shovels, canteens, web belts, cartridge belts, leggings, first aid 
kits, and other infantry equipment. 

Corral, the vehicle compound for Panama Canal Company 
Motor Transportation Division; on Gaillard Highway near 
Curundu where vehicles are serviced, repaired, and parked. 
corre camino (Sp.) literally road-runner; also refers to 
firecracker with several small bluish-green discs glued to paper 
backing and, when rubbed on hard surface, ignite with match- 
like powder flash, fly a short distance, then pop and change 
direction until flaming out. 

corrugated sheeting protective metal covering; commonly 24- 
inch wide by 120-inch long zinc-coated or galvanized sheets 
used primarily for roofing, also exterior siding. 

Cortés, Hernán (1485-1547) Spanish conquistador; won 
Empire of Mexico for Spain upon overthrow of Aztec Emperor 
Montezuma in 1519-1521; in John Keats' Sonnet On First 
Looking Into Chapman's Homer, the poet unfortunately credits 
Cortés instead of Vasco Nufiez de Balboa as discoverer of 
Pacific Ocean. 

cosa (Sp.) thing, object. 

Costa Rica small, democratic, peaceful republic on Nicaragua's 
southern border, on Panama's northern border; Atlantic Ocean 
(Caribbean Sea) on east coast, Pacific Ocean on west coast, the 
“Switzerland of Central America,” with seven active volcanoes; 
major exports are coffee and bananas; capital city San José; 
majority of citizenry of Iberian descent. 

cottage one-family residence; highly desirable, spacious, one- 
story, generous carport space, five in number in Cocoli: two on 
Cassia Avenue, three on curve near intersection of First Street 
and Second Street. 

Cougar's Scratch, The school newspaper published by Curundu 
Junior High. 

coupon booklet cash substitute; CZ commissary use began in 
1905, discontinued in 1951-1952; issued by Panama Canal 
Supply Division Commissary, printed at Mount Hope in Local- 
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Cruces 


Rate denominations of $10, $7.50, $5, 
denomination of $5. 

crane hoisting machine; revolving crane can lift an object 
vertically and swing it horizontally to lower it to another 
location; bridge cranes can lift an object, carry it over a fixed 
course and lower it to another location; at Pedro Miguel Locks 
and Miraflores Locks berm cranes and chamber cranes were 
used: berm crane of cantilever design travelled on tracks outside 
of and parallel to the lock walls, had 50-ft X 40-ft center tower 
62-feet high with two 150-ft long arms, used for conveying 
crushed rock, sand, cement and for mixing concrete; chamber 
crane travelled on dual floor tracks inside the lock chamber, had 
a 56-ft X 40-ft tower approx 120-ft high with two cantilevered 
arms 53-ft long and 82-ft long, used primarily for lifting 
construction materials, equipment, and placement of concrete; 
see floating cranes, see cableways. 

criada (Sp.) maid, domestic servant. 

creosote dark oily liquid; applied to lumber to inhibit rotting, to 
protect against termites and teredos (shipworms); used on 
structural posts, beams, girders, floor joists in buildings having 
living spaces above carports; also to railroad ties, telephone 
poles, power poles, and waterfront applications such as piling. 
Cristobal (Sp.) Pan-Canal townsite; principal CZ city on 
Atlantic Side's east bank, bordering city of Colón in Panama; 
primarily intended for port-industrial activity and as civil 
administrative center, not for residential housing. 

Cristobal Junior-Senior High School grades 7-12 at Coco 
Solo; smaller of two high schools in CZ; wearing blue and 
yellow colors, nicknamed Tigers. 

Cristobal, SS passenger liner; one of three sister ships of 
Panama Canal Line owned and operated by Panama Canal 
Company for Stateside travel by its employees. 

crocodile reptile; differentiated from alligator by form of jaw 
and teeth, has narrow V-shaped snout and large fourth tooth on 
each side of lower jaw that projects outside when mouth is 
closed; compare to alligator. 

Cromwell, William Nelson (1854-1948) | American 
businessman and attorney; hired in 1896 by Philippe Bunau- 
Varilla of the Compagnie Nouvelle to promote the completion 
of the canal in Panama and to thwart Congressional 
consideration of a canal in Nicaragua; credited himself with 
persuading John F. Stevens to accept position of Chief Engineer 
after John F. Wallace's resignation in the summer of 1905, also 
credited himself with the success of Panamanian revolution of 
1903 against Colombia and many other related activities. 
CROSSROADS OF THE AMERICAS sometime name for 
Panama and the Panama Canal. 

CROSSROADS OF THE WORLD motto on CZ auto license 
plates. 

Cruces (Sp.) Spanish colonial town site; on Chagres River not 
far upstream from Gamboa, being 34 miles upriver from mouth 
of the Chagres at Fort San Lorenzo and 18 miles by overland 
trail to Panama City; an important rest and supply site on the 
isthmian trip between oceans; abandoned during creation of 
Gatun Lake; in the summer of 1852, US Army officer Ulysses S. 
Grant (regimental quartermaster) and his regiment, voyaging to 
California, crossed the isthmus from Atlantic to Pacific, and was 
delayed by lack of horses and pack mules in Cruces village for 
about ten days during which time approximately one-third of his 
regiment and accompanying civilians died of cholera. 


and in US-Rate 
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cuartel (Sp.) police station. 

Cuba Libre (Sp.) mixed drink; rum and Coca-Cola with slice of 
lime, means Free Cuba. 

cucaracha (Sp.) cockroach, roach; foul, disgusting, most 
loathsome and worrisome pest in residential and public 
buildings; reportedly more ancient than dinosaurs, can never be 
completely eradicated; declared by CZ residents to be "Public 
Enemy Nümero Uno." 

Cucaracha village for laborers near Paraiso during Canal 
construction period. 

Cucaracha Reach and Culebra Reach end to end stretches of 
Culebra Cut channel between Gamboa townsite and Pedro 
Miguel Locks, the former ending at the locks. 

Cucaracha Slide major landslide (first encountered during 
French excavation) on east bank of Culebra Cut south of Gold 
Hill, occurring October 4, 1907, a movement of approx 500,000 
cubic yards into the Canal's dry channel; other slides at this 
location in 1910, 1911, 1912, 1914, and on September 18, 1915 
another closed Canal ship traffic for about seven months; see 
slide. 

cuidado (Sp.) be cautious, mindful, careful, vigilant. 

cuipo tropical tree; commonly grows to 80 feet height with 
smooth, ringed bark and barrel-like trunk that gradually tapers to 
high distinctive limbs forming expansive mushroom-style 
canopy; one grows at west side of Gaillard Highway at south 
end of Local-Rate townsite of Red Tank; in Cocoli one grows in 
middle of First Street at Cuipo Place with CNB initials carved 
on bark. 

culantro variety of coriander; leaf resembles dandelion, has 
very strong flavor and smell, grows anywhere that grass will; a 
must in many Panamanian dishes, but not to be confused with 
cilantro. 

culebra (Sp.) snake. 

Culebra construction period town site; Pacific Side, west bank, 
headquarters of ICC and residence of Chief Engineer George W. 
Goethals, nicknamed Brain Hill; all structures relocated or 
abandoned when Canal completed. 

Culebra one of four small islands connected to Fort Amador by 
the Amador Causeway; see Fortified Islands. 

Culebra Cut Canal channel; approx. nine miles long, between 
Gamboa at north end and Pedro Miguel Locks at south end with 
water eighty-five feet above sea level; its deepest cut excavated 
between Gold Hill on east bank and Contractors Hill on west 
bank; renamed Gaillard Cut in 1915 in honor of US Army Corps 
of Engineers colonel David D. Gaillard, responsible for 
excavation in Central Division of Canal construction. 

culo (Sp.) backside, posterior, buttocks, anus. 

culpa (Sp.) blame, fault, guilt. 

culvert drain; large-diameter concrete or metal pipe, or funnel 
for water flow under bridge, road, highway, railroad, etc., many 
built in to Canal locks water flow design. 

cumbia (Sp.) native music and dance; cultural origins from the 
Caribbean coasts of Colombia and its Panama province; a 
mixture of West African-AmerIndian-European rhythms and 
dance, spreading to all parts of Latin America; the national 
music and dance of Colombia, also very popular in Panama. 
Cuna or Kuna San Blas Indian; islands tribe inhabiting San 
Blas Archipelago on  Panama's Caribbean Sea coast, 
traditionally resisting influence of outside cultures; see mola. 
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Curundu and Curundu Heights townsites; on Pacific Side's 
east bank, named for nearby river, located east of Los Rios and 
Albrook Field, almost bordering Panama City; most residents 
are civilians employed by the Army; home of Snake Pit bar and 
grille; before 1943 known as Skunk Hollow. 

Curundu Dog Kennel much exaggerated women-in-combat 
report; US Army Captain Linda Bray led 988th MP Company in 
securing the PDF dog kennel in Curundu at H-hour of Operation 
Just Cause, reportedly a slight skirmish with the enemy guards 
before they fled. 

Curundu River on Pacific Side, east bank, separating Panama 
City from CZ. 

Cut Culebra Cut (Gaillard Cut); abandoned Third Locks Cut 
near Cocoli, also same near Gatun. 

cycle (electrical) current 25-cycle to 60-cycle conversion in CZ 
occurred in 1957. 


dama (Sp.) lady. 

Danger-Peligro caution sign, English-Spanish. 

Darien Province southernmost province of Panama; borders 
Colombia on east, Caribbean Sea on north, Pacific Ocean on 
south; home of Chocó native tribes. 

Darien Gap break or missing link in Pan-American (Inter- 
American) Highway; large swath of undeveloped swampland 
and forest in Panama's Darien Province, borders Colombia on 
south; its Chucunaque River, a tributary of the Tuira River, is 
longest river in Panama. 

Darien Indians generally, Chocó tribe of the rain forest; its 
members seldom grow taller than five feet, villages are clusters 
of huts built above ground near rivers. 

David capital city of Chiriquí Province. 

Day of the Martyrs Panama's name for its national holiday 
commemorating the events beginning January 9, 1964; 21 dead 
Panamanians were officially declared to be martyrs, but cause of 
death of some not entirely clear; see Flag Riots. 

DDT acronym for dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane; pesticide 
widely used in agricultural applications, also in populated areas 
to control malaria and typhus, commonly sprayed in civilian and 
military townsites in CZ beginning after World War II and until 
usage discontinued based on health studies. 

DDT truck vehicle used for spraying DDT. 

DEA US Drug Enforcement Administration. 

Defense Sites Agreement pact brokered in 1942 between US 
and Panama allowing US military to maintain 134 sites during 
World War II, but all to be returned to Panama with one year 
after the war ended; US argued hotly in 1947 for an extension of 
the Agreement but Panama strongly objected and the bases were 
dismantled in 1948. 

defense sites military installations in Panama Canal Area 
remaining temporarily under Department of Defense control 
beginning October 1, 1979 by implementation of Carter-Torrijos 
Treaties: Corozal, Albrook AFB, Howard AFB, Rodman 
NavSta, Cocoli, Camp Semaphore, Fort Clayton, Fort Kobbe, 
Galeta Island, Fort Davis, Fort Sherman. 

De Lesseps, Count Ferdinand (1805-1894) Frenchman; 
entrepreneur, builder of Suez Canal, failed in the building of his 
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proposed sea level Canal in Colombia's province of Panama; his 
three visits to Panama were in dry season only, lived his last 
years in disgrace because of the great financial scandal in France 
that came to represent the monumental failure in Panama. 

de nada (Sp.) you're welcome. 

DENI (Sp.) Panama government's DEpartamento Nacional de 
Investigaciones (Sp.); viewed by many suspicious citizens as a 
secret, undercover police force—actually Panama's equivalent 
to FBI. 

dependent person relying on spouse, parent, or guardian for 
financial-legal support, usually a wife or school-age child. 
desayuno (Sp.) breakfast. 

Devil dog (slang) US marine, name coined by German 
infantrymen in France during the Great War. 

Deviled Ham, The newspaper published by CZ College. 

Devil's Beach Atlantic Side, west bank, just west of Fort 
Sherman-Torro Point. 

Diablo and Diablo Heights Pan-Canal townsites; on Pacific 
Side's east bank, between Gaillard Highway and Canal, between 
Balboa and Corozal; see Third Locks Project. 

Diablo boat sheds metal-clad storage buildings; owned or 
rented by private boat owners, Diablo Spinning Club is located 
nearby. 

Diablo Road secondary roadway; two-lane, north to south 
concrete highway between Roosevelt Avenue in Balboa and its 
Gaillard Highway connection near Corozal. 

Diablo Rojo (Sp.) or Red Devil public bus; former school 
buses with exteriors colorfully decorated with splashy lettering, 
murals, lights, religious and cultural icons, and such. 

Diablo Spinning Club private organization of American 
employees and families sharing interest in boating, fishing, and 
marine recreation, club located at east shore of Canal and 
Walker Avenue in Diablo Heights. 

día, el (Sp.) day, the day. 

Día de la Independencia (Sp.) national holiday; November 3, 
1903, independence from Colombia, Panama's Fourth of July. 
Día del Pavo (Sp.) Thanksgiving Day, a subdued celebration in 
Panama. 

días de la semana (Sp.) days of the week: lunes, Monday; 
martes, Tuesday; miércoles, Wednesday; jueves, Thursday; 
viernes, Friday; sábado, Saturday; domingo, Sunday; weekend is 
fin de semana (Sp.). 

Díaz-Hererra, Roberto (1937- ) Panamanian; colonel and 
PDF Chief of Staff for dictator Manuel Noriega; famous for his 
public denunciation in 1987 of Noriega, accusing him of 
political corruption, drug trafficking, money laundering, and the 
murder of Hugo Spadafora, this earning Díaz-Hererra house 
arrest, six months in prison, and exile in Peru for eleven years; 
his name and reputation restored after the overthrow of Noriega, 
has written several tell-all books about his service under 
Noriega. 

differential, tropical contract bonus in payroll check; 
compensation for federal overseas service augmented to base 
wages or salary, payable to eligible US employees in CZ; the 
differential was 50% until the end of Canal construction in 1914; 
from 1914 until 1964 it was 2596; from 1964 onward it was 
reduced to 15%; see Great Sickout. 

diggers common laborers; unskilled men employed by the 
Isthmian Canal Commission during Canal construction, 
primarily West Indians mostly from Barbados. 
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drainage ditch 


Dignity Battalions or dingbats paramilitary auxiliary militia of 
male-female volunteers formed by Panama government in April 
1988, eleven battalions commanded by the PDF as shock troops 
to demoralize dictator Noriega's opponents, disbanded in 
February 1990; nicknamed dingbats by American military, 
probably by US Army General Maxwell Thurman in early 1989. 
dike or dyke temporary earthen dams at both ends of each set of 
locks, Gatun Spillway, and Miraflores Spillway to keep water 
out during construction of those structures. 

dirt spreader locomotive with stiff, long, metal plow-like blade 
attached to one side used for leveling dirt-rock spoil dumped 
along one side of rail track. 

dispensary medical clinic; minor treatment provided, Baptist 
Church on Bruja Road in Cocoli was originally such a clinic. 
Dixie, USS auxiliary cruiser-transport ship; arrived at Colon on 
November 4, 1903 with a force of marines to show support for 
American citizens and the revolutionaries in Panama. 
Dobermen nickname; dictator Manuel Noriega's special 
Security Company for the Public Order, specially trained riot 
police, an arm of the PDF; shock troops used to rout public 
demonstrators; dressed in green fatigues, black berets, and 
carrying shotguns, tear gas, pepper spray, and rubber hoses, with 
reputation for meanness, toughness, and wanton brutality. 
D.O.D. or DoD US Department of Defense, governing authority 
of the Panama Canal Area beginning October 1, 1979. 

dodo dope, idiot, brainless, dummy. 

Dogface (slang) US Army soldier. 

дойа (Sp.) highly formal and respectful form of address for a 
woman, implying elevated social or family status; the male 
counterpart is don (Sp.). 

doodle bug insect; looks like small dinosaur with huge jaws, 
and crawls backward; in predatory larvae stage buries itself in a 
funnel-shaped pit in loose material to trap passing ants; as it 
matures, builds metamorphose cocoon around itself; when fully 
developed crawls out of pit, spreads its long narrow wings and 
flies off to find mate; in larvae stage leaves spiraling trails in 
sand while relocating, which look as if someone has been 
doodling. 

double-lockage transit of two or more ships; vessels in side by 
side lock chambers requiring both Miraflores Bridge swing 
sections to open, interrupting vehicle traffic; triple-lockage 
usually three or more ships, causing even more delay. 

Duvalier, Francois (1907-1971) Haitian; physician by 
profession, known as Papa Doc, dictator-President of Haiti 
1957-1971, successfully put down a coup d'état in 1958; strong 
anti-communist, based his totalitarian rule by state terrorism on 
a rural paramilitary called Tonton Macoute; succeeded by his 
son Jean-Claude. 

Duvalier, Jean-Claude (1951- ) Haitian; dictator-President of 
Haiti from 1971 until removed from office by the island's 
nationalist movement in 1986, fleeing to exile in France on a 
USAF aircraft; strong anti-communist, also known as Baby Doc. 
draft, ship's depth of water a ship draws, especially when 
loaded; vertical distance between water and bottom of hull. 
dragonfly insect; large, has long thin body and four wings, often 
seen near water. 

drainage ditch generally, dirt-lined or concrete-lined U-shaped 
or V-shaped funnel or gutter at ground level, gently sloped for 
carrying away rain runoff. 
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Drake, Sir Francis 


Drake, Sir Francis (1540-1596) Englishman; sea captain, 
explorer, navigator, slaver, knighted politician of Elizabethan 
Era; second after Magellan to circumnavigate the world; second 
in command during English fleet's historical defeat of Spanish 
Armada in 1588; died of dysentery and buried at sea in lead 
coffin off coast of Portobelo, Panama. 

dredge marine vessel; barge used primarily in Canal harbors 
and ship channels with pumps and attached pipeline for 
underwater excavation of rock and mud from bottom of a river, 
lake, or seabed by sucking, scooping, or dragging; most 
common in Canal work were ladder dredges, dipper dredges, 
and suction dredges. 

driveway vehicle entry; of concrete, asphalt, or gravel surface in 
front of carport or other parking space. 

Drive-In short-order take-out grill at Civil Affairs Building; 
drive up, park, order at counter, eat in the car. 

dry season generally from mid-December through mid-April; if 
too extended, will likely cause water shortage for Canal 
operations and public use. 

dual flag policy flying of US and Panamanian flags side by side 
in CZ; began with President Eisenhower ordering both flags 
flown starting September 17, 1960 at Shaler Triangle in CZ as 
visual evidence (symbolism) of Panama's titular sovereignty; in 
1962 President Kennedy ordered all non-military sites be 
included; on December 30, 1963, CZ Governor Fleming ordered 
both flags flown at some locations but пої at district courts and 
American schools; events of January 9, 1964 changed US- 
Panama relations forever; see Flag Riots. 

dump trash disposal area; at southeast end of Cocoli away from 
housing area. 

duplex residence structure; two side-by-side family quarters (A 
and B), usually one-story but can be two-story. 

Durán, Roberto (1951- ) Panamanian; professional boxer, 
world champion in four weight categories, nicknamed “Мапов 
de piedra," (Hands of stone); forfeited his 1980 welterweight 
title rematch with Sugar Ray Leonard in eighth round declaring, 
*No más!" 

duro (Sp.) Panamanian popsicle: fruit juice frozen in small 
paper or plastic cup with wood stick handle; home version is 
Kool-Aid in ice cube tray with toothpick handle. 

duro (Sp.) hard, difficult, tedious, monotonous. 

duty station base, fort, post, camp, or vessel where military 
personnel are assigned. 

dwarf banana or finger banana plump, yellow, about three 
inches long and sweeter than regular Cavendish banana. 


E 


Eagleburger, Lawrence (1930-2011) American; statesman, 
career diplomat, senior advisor to presidents, tall and portly 
Deputy Secretary of State (Jan. 1989-Dec. 1992) during 
Operation Just Cause in Panama. 

east bank generally, right half of CZ area; from east line of 
Canal channel to eastern CZ-Panama boundary, ocean to ocean; 
see west bank. 

East Diversion Atlantic Side, east bank; long drainage channel 
to divert flow of nearby rivers, streams, and rain run-off away 
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El Volcán 


from Canal’s sea level dredging work just north of Gatun Locks, 
excavated from that area to south end of Folks River inlet 
(Manzanillo Bay), this diversion project done by the French. 
economy of Panama (1964) roughly 60% of Panamanians work 
in agriculture, livestock, fishing; others work in business fields 
such as manufacturing, Government and public administration, 
transportation, communication, construction, tourism, Panama 
Canal employment. 

EE.UU. Estados Unidos de America (Sp.); United States of 
America or USA (double E and double U indicate substitution 
for their plural). 

eight plate term referring to Panama vehicles with license plates 
having 8 as a prefix in the number. 

Eighth Wonder of the World see Panama Canal. 

Eisenhower, Dwight D. (1890-1969) Supreme Commander of 
Allied Expeditionary Forces in Europe in World War II; 34% 
President of United States 1952-1956, 1956-1960; served as 
staff officer with rank of major under Major General Fox H. 
Conner at Camp Gaillard, CZ from January 1922-September 
1924; Eisenhower-Remón Treaty of 1955 negotiated during his 
administration; returned to Panama in July 1956 for Meeting of 
the Presidents of the Americas; in 1959 ordered Panamanian 
flag be flown alongside US flag at one location in CZ; see 
Shaler Triangle. 

ejército (Sp.) military, armed service, but not national police. 

El Cangrejo (Sp.) affluent Panama City suburb. 

elephant ear alocasia and colocasia flora genus; tropical plant 
native to Southeast Asia and the Indian subcontinent, name 
derives from the shape of the very large green leaf shaped 
somewhat like an elephant’s ear or a shield; often placed 
alongside walks, near ponds, in large pots, in gardens, ог 
decorative landscaping for its bold tropical appearance. 

elephant grass perennial tropical grass; native to African 
grasslands, grows tall and forms in bamboo-like clumps. 

Elks Club or Elks Lodge Benevolent & Protective Order of 
Elks (BPOE); in Balboa on La Boca Road; American fraternal 
order and social club. 

КІ Panama Hilton or The Hilton Panama City's most elegant, 
luxurious hotel, located on Avenida Via España (Sp.). 

El Porvenir (Sp.) or Porvenir small island and administrative 
capital of the San Blas Islands Archipelago, just east of Punta de 
San Blas peninsula on Caribbean coast. 

КІ Prado (Sp.) picturesque boulevard; in Balboa, two parallel 
residential streets divided by long grassy island, lined with two 
rows of royal palms, extending from Stevens Circle on Balboa 
Road to the connection of Gorgona Road and Carr Street near 
Balboa Elementary School. 

КІ Rancho, Jardín (Sp. or КІ Rancho Garden or the КІ 
Rancho (Sp.); nightclub; in Panama City, located near Fourth of 
July Avenue across (east) from Quarry Heights, enjoying great 
popularity with CZ residents and visiting military personnel. 

КІ Valle (Sp.) The Valley; remote, picturesque town located in 
flat, four miles by three miles wide crater of inactive volcano; 
two hours west of Panama City, about 20 miles north of Pan- 
American Highway, elevation approx. 1,900 ft above sea level 
and some nearby mountains about 2500 ft. 

КІ Volcán (Sp.) or The Volcan the volcano; highland region іп 
vicinity of Cerro Barü (Sp.), strato-active volcano of 11,398 feet 
in Chiriquí Province, the highest elevation in Panama; quasi- 
Alpine in some areas, famed for its cool climate and agriculture; 
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emergency dam 


this highest peak once known as Volcán de Chiriquí (Sp.). 
emergency dam water flow restrictor; installed on side walls of 
entrances of upper lock (lake end) chambers, to be dropped into 
chamber when fender chains and double lock gates are damaged 
and allow lake water to flood the lower locks; resembles a 
cantilevered steel railroad bridge, metal rails and plates lowered 
from the bridge down and into the rushing water to act as a 
barrier that reaches the floor of the chamber, effectively creating 
a temporary stoppage; the three locks locations have a total of 
six such dams. 

emergency siren air raid-type alarm horn; installed on central 
public building in most CZ townsites. 

empanada (Sp.) turnover; semicircular in shape, about four 
inches long, baked with fillings of seasoned beef, pork, or 
chicken, sold at CZ clubhouses, PX, BX. 

Empire or Emperador (Sp.) construction period town site; 
Pacific Side, west bank, near village of Culebra, with large 
repair shops and some administrative offices, all relocated or 
abandoned when Canal work completed. 

Empire Range or KD Range Army's known-distance live-fire 
area; isolated, on Pacific Side, west bank, at end of K-2 Road's 
paved surface not far from bank of Canal. 

empleada (Sp.) domestic employee, female house servant; see 
maid. 

enclaves as of October 1, 1979, land parcels (islands) or 
facilities in Panama Canal Area surrounded by land under 
Panama control, 39 in number. 

Endara, Guillermo (1936- ) Panamanian; President of Panama 
from December 20, 1989 to September 1, 1994; a leading 
opponent of the Manuel Noriega dictatorship, his election to 
president in May 1989 was summarily voided by Noriega, but 
Endara prevailed with help of Operation Just Cause. 

enlisted man or EM pay grades E-1 through E-9 in US armed 
forces; all sergeants (and petty officers) are designated NCO or 
non-commissioned officer. 

esclusas (Sp.) locks. 

escuela (Sp.) school. 

español (Sp) Spanish language, Spaniard. 

Espíritu Santo (Sp.) Panama's national flower, the Holy Ghost 
orchid. 

está bien (Sp.) it's okay, it's good, it's fine. 

estranjero (Sp.) foreigner, non-Panamanian. 

estrella (Sp.) star. 

Estrella, La (Sp.) Panama City daily newspaper; see Star & 
Herald. 

estúpido (Sp.) stupid. 

equator an imaginary line drawn around the earth equidistant 
from both poles, dividing the earth into northern and southern 
hemispheres and constituting the parallel of latitude 0-degrees. 
equipo (Sp.) athletic team. 


F 


Е-117А Nighthawk Fighter USAF single-seat, twin-engine 
stealth attack aircraft; first combat use on December 20, 1989 
during Operation Just Cause in Panama, two aircraft dropped 


firecracker bush 


two bombs close to Rio Hato's PDF barracks and cadet- 
occupied Hererra-Ruíz Military Institute. 

fan palm or traveler's palm native to Madagascar; not a true 
palm but a member of bird-of-paradise family, has enormous 
paddle-shaped leaves in distinctive fan shape aligned in single 
plane; called such because its large, deep fronds collect potable 
rainwater; several planted at Balboa High School. 

Farfan Navy housing area; northeast of Fort Kobbe-Howard 
Field, on Pacific Side, west bank. 

Farfan Beach wide and sandy inlet on west bank; faces Canal 
south of Rodman NavSta, alongside Army Road K-1 to Palo 
Seco. 

Farfan Ferry see Thatcher Ferry. 

Farfan Radio Station US Navy communications station; on 
Pacific Side, west bank, near Fort Kobbe. 

Farland, Joseph H. (1914-2007) US ambassador to Panama 
from August 29, 1960 to August 31, 1963; considered a popular 
friend by the Panamanian public, but resigned unexpectedly, 
leaving his position open until May 1964, a lengthy period that 
witnessed the Flag Riots in January; see Vaughn, Jack. 

farmacia (Sp.) pharmacy, drugstore. 

Fastlich League teenage baseball league; in Balboa, on Pacific 
Side of CZ, established in 1951 by Jewish refugee Alberto 
Fastlich (owner of Fastlich Jewelry) of Panama City; six teams: 
Conejos, Palomas, Pericos, Pumas, Macaws, Ocelots. 

federal service see Government Service. 

Federation of Women's Clubs social organization in CZ from 
October 1907 through April 1913. 

feliz (Sp.) happy, merry, cheerful, content, pleased. 

feliz cumpleaños (Sp.) happy birthday. 

Feliz Navidad (Sp.) Merry Christmas. 

fer-de-lance reptile; most venomous snake in Panama; pit viper, 
also called “equis,” (Sp.) or “X” for X-shaped markings on 
body, also called “barba amarilla" (Sp.) for yellow band under 
its neck, also called "tercio pelo" (Sp.) for velvety texture of its 
skin. 

ferrocarril (Sp.) or el tren (Sp.) railroad. 

Ferrocarril de Panamá (Sp.) Panama Railroad. 

ferry see Thatcher Ferry, see Pedro Miguel Ferry. 

ferry boats operating at Thatcher Ferry: President Amador, 
President Roosevelt, President Porras. 

fever cage portable, rectangular box-like screened-in enclosure 
for quarantining (isolating) a single hospitalized bed patient who 
had contracted yellow fever. 

Field Day Army Junior ROTC unit competition; annually, 
between Balboa High School and Cristobal High School 
battalions: awards presentations, decorations, personnel 
inspections, rifle drill teams, marching, and pass-in-review. 
Fifteenth Naval District or 15 ND administrative 
headquarters; for naval operations in CZ and adjacent ocean 
waters, located on Amador Road between Balboa and Fort 
Amador. 

Fifth of May Plaza see Plaza Cinco de Mayo (Sp.). 

fin de semana (Sp.) weekend. 

fire ants see candelillas (Sp.). 

firecracker bush or firecracker plant tropical shrub; two ft to 
four ft high with shiny, oval, dark green leaves, bugle-shaped 
red flowers in clusters; flower’s spectacular red corolla provides 
nectar for hummingbirds—and CZ kids who suck the sweet 
flowers. 
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firefly 


firefly lightning bug, cucuyo (Sp.). 

fire station manned and operated by Pan-Canal Government 
firemen, in Cocoli on west side ої Bruja Road at Tamarindo 
Avenue intersection; nearly all CZ townsites had fire stations. 
Fish Bowl early Pan-Canal housing area built on the side of 
Ancon Hill below the ridge road between the Admin Building 
and Gorgas Hospital. 

flaco (Sp.) skinny, thin, beanpole. 

flag of convenience ship's maritime registry in country with 
least tax liability; e.g., Liberia, Panama. 

Flag Riots of 1964 beginning January 9, 1964, lasting for 
several days; the flying of US and Panamanian flags in CZ 
became issue of major concern under US Presidents 
Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Johnson, culminating in neither flag 
raised at CZ schools as of January 1, 1964; Panamanian student 
protestors at Balboa High School on January 9 attempted to raise 
RP flag but were not permitted, resulting in their allegation that 
Panama flag had been torn and desecrated during scuffle with 
CZ police and BHS students; Panamanian students vandalized 
CZ property and CZ vehicles on their hurried return to Panama 
City; many angry Panamanians elevated the controversy to riot 
status, and several days of death and destruction followed; 1 
American civilian killed, 4 US servicemen killed and 85 
wounded, 24 Panamanians killed and several hundred wounded; 
President Johnson reluctantly agreed to new treaty negotiations 
with Panama, but they floundered over the next several years. 
Flamenco one of four small islands connected to Fort Amador 
by the Amador Causeway; see Fortified Islands. 

flat arch rubble masonry arch 50 feet wide inside the ruins of 
the Santo Domingo Church (built c. 1673) in Casco Viejo, 
Panama City; its resistance over centuries to damage or 
destruction by earthquake was one factor in the selection of 
Panama by Congress as the site for the Canal. 

flat top boy's fashion haircut. 

flattop (slang) aircraft carrier. 

Flat Top Island islet with near flat topography; close to Taboga 
Island, in Bay of Panama. 

fleet sailor US mariner serving on sea-going vessel. 

Fledgling, The weekly newspaper published by Balboa Junior 
High School students. 

FLIT or Flit liquid insecticide; sprayed by hand pump, 
commonly used against ants, spiders, mosquitoes, wasps, 
cockroaches, scorpions, other house pests. 

floating crane large crane barges; built in Germany, by 1914 
two were in use at Panama Canal, the Ajax and Hercules; Ajax 
sold in 1955, Hercules replaced in 1996 by Titan. 

flojo (Sp.) slow; lazy; weak-willed. 

Flood Daniel J. (1903-1994) American; lawyer, politician, 
long-serving Congressman (D-Pennsylvania) of thirty-one years 
obsessed with permanent US possession of the Canal and the 
CZ, championing the socio-economic welfare of American 
employees and publicizing those issues with great passion from 
1958 to 1978; named Public Enemy No. 1 by Panamanian 
politicians. 

flooded villages during creation of Gatun Lake, partial list: 
Ahorca Lagarto, Bohio, Buenavista, old Frijoles, Gorgona, 
Mamei, Matachin, San Pablo, Tabernilla. 

flor (Sp.) flower. 

Florida State University or FSU extension branch; located on 
Albrook Air Force Station, offering basic studies and a limited 
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Fort San Lorenzo 


range of degrees, evening and Saturday classes open to 
everyone. 

Folks River small salt water inlet; Atlantic Side, east bank, 
south of Colón; divides Manzanilla Island from mainland; East 
Diversion Channel (long drainage ditch to facilitate excavation) 
runs north from Gatun Locks approach/Third Locks intersection 
to this small inlet; see East Diversion. 

Fonteyn, Margot (1919-1991) world-famous British ballerina 
with Royal Ballet; married to Panamanian diplomat Roberto 
"Tito" Arias; from 1962 until 1979 performed with Russian 
dance partner Rudolf Nureyev; arrested in Panama in 1959 when 
helping her husband attempt coup against government of 
Panama, but was not imprisoned; from retirement in 1979 
onward lived in relative quiet with her quadriplegic husband 
(died 1989) on a cattle ranch in Panama; the Dame was frequent 
visitor at CZ dance recitals. 

Ford, Gerald Е. (1913-2006) 38® President of the United States 
1974-1977; lawyer, Navy Lt. Commander 1942-1946 in Pacific 
Theater, Congressman (R.-Mich.) 1949-1973; Vice President 
1973-1974; strong proponent during his presidency of new 
Canal treaties with Panama. 

fore and aft front and back, bow and stern. 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY directive; painted on doors of 
Government and military vehicles to deter unauthorized use; 
also printed on covers of classified or restricted documents. 
Forest Preserve large, protected area in CZ of natural flora and 
fauna; on both sides of Madden Road between Madden Wye on 
south and CZ-Panama boundary on north, crossed by historic 
Las Cruces Trail. 

Fort Amador Army post; on Pacific Side, east bank, with 
shoreline on Bay of Panama; at southernmost end is connected 
to Amador Causeway; named in honor of Manuel Amador, first 
President of Panama. 

Fort Clayton Army post; on Pacific Side's east bank, off 
Gaillard Highway, near Miraflores Locks. 

Fort Clayton Hospital large Army medical facility; at Fort 
Clayton, also known as Bldg. 519, opened September 1943. 
Fort Davis Army post; on Atlantic Side, east bank, near 
abandoned Third Locks excavation and Gatun townsite. 

Fort De Lesseps Army artillery site; very small, across street 
from Hotel Washington, on northwest corner of city of Colon; 
named after French Count Ferdinand De Lesseps. 

Fort Gulick Army post; Atlantic Side, east bank, near Coco 
Solito naval housing area; home to School Of The Americas (US 
Army). 

Fortified Islands group of four small islands: Naos, Perico, 
Culebra, Flamenco, on east side of channel near Pacific entrance 
to Canal, connected to terra firma by Amador Causeway; 
collectively known as Fort Grant. 

Fort Kobbe Army post; on Pacific Side, west bank, adjacent to 
Howard Field (USAF). 

Fort Kobbe commissary grocery store; substitute for Cocoli 
residents after closure of their Pan-Canal commissary. 

Fort Randolph Army artillery battery; on Margarita Island in 
Manzanillo Bay; Atlantic Side, east bank, for defense of 
northern end of Panama Railroad. 

Fort San Lorenzo historic Spanish ruins; famous colonial 
fortress built in 1601 on Atlantic Side's west bank overlooking 
mouth of Chagres River; destroyed in 1670 by English pirate 
Henry Morgan, popular tourist attraction in CZ. 
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Fort Sherman 


Fort Sherman Army post; on Atlantic Side, west bank, on Toro 
Point, once the primary defensive site for CZ's Atlantic sector; 
home of JWTC (Jungle Warfare Training Center). 

Four Corners or Four Stops major traffic intersection; Atlantic 
Side, east bank, where Randolph Road and the Trans-isthmian 
Highway (Boyd-Roosevelt Highway) cross one another, the 
former connecting the Fort Randolph-France Field-Coco Solo 
area to the Pan-Canal townsites of Rainbow City, Mount Hope, 
and Cristobal, the latter connecting the city of Colón to the 
Pacific Side and Panama City. 

four-forty automobile's air-conditioning; four windows rolled 
down driving forty miles an hour, for the poor man. 

four-plex quarters; two stories for four families. 

Fourth of July Avenue or Avenida Cuatro de Julio (Sp.) 
common border street; between Ancon, CZ and Panama City, 
Panama; begins at intersection of Balboa Road and Thatcher 
Highway and ends at intersection with J Street and Gorgas Road 
in Ancon; see Avenida de los Mártires. 

France Field Army Air Corps defense installation; Atlantic 
Side, east bank, named after Army pilot who crashed hydroplane 
into Gatun Lake in 1918; renamed France AFB in 1948. 
frangipani tropical tree; related to oleander, relatively small tree 
growing to about 20 feet height, often as wide as tall, the bark 
producing milky, sticky, toxic sap; produces fragrant flower 
clusters, each flower having five spreading waxy petals ranging 
from yellow to pink in color. 

freeboard distance between water line and top of gunwales on a 
ship, between water line and upper edge of sides of small boat. 
free-diving without use of compressed air, 1.е., using only face 
mask, snorkel, weight belt, and flippers. 

Free Trade Zone or Colon Trade Zone or Free Zone or Zona 
Libre de Colón (Sp.) vast commercial complex dedicated to 
importing and re-exporting wide variety of merchandise to Latin 
America and Caribbean area without imposition of certain 
taxes, retail sales permitted; located in southeast section of city 
of Colon, i.e., southeast corner of Manzanillo Island. 

French Canal usually refers to remnant of French Canal 
Company's excavation on Atlantic Side of Isthmus of Panama, 
not its extensive digging in the area of Culebra Cut, all such 
initial work ending c. 1894; Atlantic digging started near 
southeast shore of Limon Bay, continued southwest across 
(future) Canal channel onto west bank, ending in small lake 
between Gatun Locks and Gatun Spillway roughly one mile 
north of present Gatun Dam; much of French excavation on east 
bank was filled in as obstructive during US construction. 

French Canal Company see La Societe International du Canal 
Interoceanique. 

French Cemetery burial site; Pacific Side, east bank, on grassy 
hillside near townsite of Paraiso; having small, white, numbered 
metal crosses and memorial marker maintained by French 
Government, number of buried still undetermined. 

French Canal construction period full effort headed by Count 
Ferdinand de Lesseps in years 1879-1889 under La Societe 
International du Canal Interoceanique, and feeble effort during 
1894-1899 under Compagnie Nouvelle de Canal de Panama 
while fighting political-financial scandal and accomplishing 
little excavation; estimated death toll from tropical diseases 
20,000 to 25,000 for French engineers-administrators and force 
of unskilled laborers. 
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Gaillard Highway 


French equipment purchased by US on April 16, 1904 for $40 
million: 500 railroad dump cars, 17 steam locomotives, dozens 
of floating dredges, maps, charts, plans, surveys, records. 
French excavation 78,146,960 cubic yards, approximately 4096 
of that being useful to US effort, mostly at Culebra Cut. 

French Plaza or Plaza de Francia (Sp.) public waterfront 
pavilion; enclosed on three sides by seaward defensive walls, 
originally the main square of new (1673) Panama City; 
inaugurated December 1923 as monument site (having high 
obelisk topped with Gallic rooster—an unofficial national 
symbol of France) honoring thousands of workers who perished 
during failed attempt by France to build Canal; see French 
Canal. 

Friendship Highway road from back gate of Albrook AFB to 
Altos de Chase neighborhood in Panama City. 

frigate bird seabird; long wings, tail, bill, primarily black 
plumage; male has red gular pouch that inflates to attract mate. 
Frijoles Atlantic Side, east bank, small CZ townsite facing 
Gatun Lake, relocated for Panama Railroad between Gamboa 
and Gatun, adjacent to Frijoles Bay; original site inundated by 
Gatun Lake. 

Frijoles Bay Atlantic Side, east bank, directly east of Barro 
Colorado Island. 

frío (Sp.) cold, chilly, freezing. 

frontera (Sp.) border, boundary, frontier. 

Front Street common boundary on the Atlantic Side separating 
the CZ from city of Colón in Panama. 

fruit flies family of tiny agricultural insect pests preferring diet 
of unrefrigerated or ripening produce. 

fuego (Sp.) fire; to fire at something. 

Fuerza Aeria de Panama or FAP tiny air force of several 
small, older, aircraft of no military importance under dictator 
Manuel Noriega's command, playing no major role in Operation 
Just Cause. 

fumigation brigade work force; under direction of CZ Chief 
Medical Officer William Gorgas to rid Canal area of yellow 
fever, to reduce and treat occurrence of malaria; hundreds of 
men took to work sites, offices, hospitals, streets, 
neighborhoods, streams, swamps, and open fields every day, 
cleaning, oiling, spraying, emptying containers and setting traps, 
all this to control breeding of mosquitoes. 

FUNNEL FOR WORLD COMMERCE motto on CZ auto license 
plates. 


G 


Gaillard Cut monumental excavation at Continental Divide; 
formerly Culebra Cut, renamed in honor of US Army Corps of 
Engineers Colonel David D. Gaillard; see Culebra Cut. 
Gaillard, David du Bose (1859-December 5, 1913) member of 
Isthmian Canal Commission, U.S. Army Corps engineer charged 
with completion of the Panama Canal's Central Division under 
Chief Engineer George Goethals; died of brain tumor in Dec. 
1913 in Baltimore, Maryland; see construction divisions, see 
Gaillard Cut. 

Gaillard Highway primary roadway in CZ; on Pacific Side's 
east bank, begins at Ancon Railroad Station and ends at north 
limit of Gamboa; all-concrete, two-lane, 40 mph speed limit in 
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most areas, but stretch between Summit Gardens and Gamboa 
has 50 mph limit; distances shown with mileposts (concrete, 
roughly 50-inches high, resembling square obelisk) along this 
long highway have initials G.H. with mile number; named in 
honor of civil engineer David D. Gaillard. 

Galeta Island Navy communications station; on small island on 
Atlantic Side's east bank, just north of France Field and Coco 
Solo Naval Station; near mouth of Manzanillo Bay. 

galley dining room, mess hall for Navy and Marines. 

gallina (Sp.) chicken; chicken-hearted, coward. 

gambling not permitted in CZ during the years of leadership by 
George Goethals. 

Gamboa Pan-Canal townsite; Pacific Side, east bank; on north 
bank of Chagres River mouth where it empties into Canal (and 
flows north and south: south into Culebra Cut, north into Gatun 
Lake); home of Panama Canal Company's Dredging Division; 
Santa Cruz is adjacent Local-Rate housing area. 

Gamboa Bridge Panama Railroad crossing; over Chagres River 
mouth at Gamboa; attached to river side is single-lane, wood- 
planked bridge with traffic light at each end for vehicles and 
pedestrians; in rainy season occasionally threatened with islands 
of floating debris from upriver. 

Gamboa Dike earth dam preventing Chagres River flow into 
nearby Culebra Cut excavation; see Woodrow Wilson. 

Gamboa Penitentiary prison for criminals convicted in CZ 
courts, same as CZ Penitentiary; see Renacer Prison. 

Gamboa Reach long, mostly straight (east-west) channel of 
Canal extending from Gamboa to point just past Barbacoas 
Island where it makes almost 90-degree turn north into Gatun 
Lake proper. 

Gamboa Ridge housing area; on Geothals Boulevard, a ridge 
road running above Gamboa on north bank of Chagres River 
between the bridge and the Gamboa Golf Club; small, 
substandard, wooden four-family structures used for temporary 
residences for new Panama Canal Company employees. 

ganado (Sp.) livestock, cattle. 

garden snake or gardener snake or garter snake reptile; 
harmless, thin, with long stripe along spine in the middle, stripes 
along length of body on both sides as well; often found in 
suburban gardens, usually 2 to 3 feet long. 

garrapata (Sp.) tick. 

gato (Sp.) cat. 

gato solo (Sp.) coatimundi. 

Gatun US tugboat; made first trial lockage at Gatun Locks on 
September 6, 1913. 

Gatun Pan-Canal townsite; on Atlantic Side's east bank, just 
west of abandoned Third Locks excavation, adjacent to Gatun 
Locks, between Gatun Lake and Limon Bay. 

Gatun Dam expansive man-made rock and dirt fill barrier; on 
Atlantic Side's west bank, 105 feet above sea level, 20 feet 
above lake level, 1.5 miles long; prevents Chagres River water 
in Gatun Lake from free-flowing to Caribbean Sea. 

Gatun Lake large fresh water reservoir created by Chagres 
River, held in check by Gatun Dam; elevation 85 feet above sea 
level; numerous islands formed in areas flooded, thousands of 
dead trees seen above water level; CZ boundary follows 100 
foot contour along shore line. 

Gatun Locks set of two-lane (side by side) Canal locks on 
Atlantic Side; a three-chamber descent of 85 feet from Gatun 
Lake level to sea level; connects Gatun Lake to Limon Bay and 
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Caribbean Sea; auto traffic (controlled by stop lights) crosses 
both lock chambers on single-lane retractable bridge. 

Gatun Power Station building on east bank of Gatun Spillway; 
electrical generating turbines fed by three penstocks. 

Gatun Road from Gatun townsite crosses to west bank at Gatun 
Locks, continues north past Shimmy Beach, passes through Fort 
Sherman, passes Devil's Beach, ends at Fort San Lorenzo; after 
crossing to west bank, also forks in southerly direction to Gatun 
Dam, Gatun Spillway, Tarpon Club, this fork possibly named 
Spillway Road. 

Gatun spillway semicircular hydroelectric dam; 14 sluice gates 
control Gatun Lake level, spillage of surplus water discharges 
into reduced Chagres River and runs downstream (north) to 
Caribbean Sea below ruins of Fort San Lorenzo; located approx 
in middle of Gatun Dam; elevated road bridge crosses from bank 
to bank over concrete spillage platform, or apron, and its road 
continues west to US-Panama boundary town of Escobal. 

gator tail reportedly tastes like chicken. 

Gavilan Area residential section near Gavilan Road in Balboa, 
near the Cable Office. 

gecko reptile; lizard, small, harmless, feeds on insects, can grow 
to eight inches long. 

gedunk Navy snack-style food and drink; in ship's store, in 
cafeteria, in vending machines, often delivered to job sites in 
Gedunk wagon. 

GI Government Issue; member of US military, especially Army 
enlisted man. 

Gigante Bay Atlantic Side, west bank, on southwest side of 
Barro Colorado Island. 

ginnup or ginup or guinup tropical fruit; from mamoncillo 
(Sp.) tree; clustered (like grapes) round fruit about size of large 
cherry with leathery green skin or shell; juicy, gelatinous pulp is 
separated from shell and sucked off the seed. 

Girl Scout shack Balboa Troop location behind Balboa 
Elementary School. 

Girl Scout Troop 10 of Cocoli. 

Gloria, La (Sp.) cantina-bordello in Rio Abajo district of 
Panama City. 

Goethals, George Washington (1858-1928) Army colonel and 
civil engineer in US Army Corps of Engineers dubbed by some 
the Great Digger; selected by President Theodore Roosevelt in 
1907 as Chief Engineer of Panama Canal construction and 
Chairman of Isthmian Canal Commission; first civil Governor of 
CZ from 1914 to 1916; served in France during World War I as 
acting Quartermaster of the US Army. 

Goethals Memorial monument; in Balboa, dedicated in 1954; 
56-feet high rectangular marble shaft with reflecting pool 
symbolizing the Continental Divide, three Canal locks, Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans, gaining mixed praise from Zonians. 

golden altar Roman Catholic religious icon; in Church of San 
José in Panama City; masterpiece of Spanish colonial art in solid 
mahogany overlaid with sheets of gold, ingeniously saved by 
coat of whitewash from gold-greedy hands of pirate Henry 
Morgan at time (1671) of the sack of city of Old Panama, since 
restored to its original glory and viewed by millions. 

Gold Coast Atlantic Side of CZ, also called Other Side 

golden frog amphibian; endangered species found only in wet, 
mountainous areas of tropical rain forest, including El Valle; a 
national symbol of Panama; color is light yellow to gold with 
black spots on back and legs, has a variety of toxins. 


The New COCOLI DICTIONARY: 1904-1999 


Gold Hill 


Gold Hill mountain; Continental Divide's highest summit in 
CZ, original elev. 662 feet, on Pacific Side; Culebra Cut channel 
excavated between Contractors Hill on west bank and Gold Hill 
on east bank. 

Gold-Rate payroll classification; gold coin for (skilled) 
American employees during Canal construction, called US-Rate 
since 1948. 

golpe de estado (Sp.) coup d'état; overthrow of a government, 
usually sudden and by direct military force. 

gone native sometimes said of American, civilian or military, 
who marries Panamanian woman. 

gone stateside vacationing in USA or having made permanent 
move back to USA. 

Good Neighbor Policy US Government foreign policy doctrine; 
adopted by President Roosevelt in 1933, designed to improve 
relations with Latin America by replacing blunt military 
intervention with political friendship and economic leverage. 
Goofy Falls waterfalls; Tocumen Falls, sliding rocks and deep 
natural pool near Tocumen International Airport. 

Gooney Bird (slang) US military aircraft; C-47 Skytrain, the 
workhorse of World War II; also refers to pre-Colombian bird 
design. 

gordo (Sp.) fat, overweight, thick; opposite of flaco (Sp.). 
Gorgas Hospital expansive medical facility; originally called 
Ancon Hospital by the US, renamed in 1915 for US Army 
colonel-physician William C. Gorgas; started by French as 
L'Hospital Notre de Canal, built on east slope of Ancon Hill 
during their construction period, then added to and improved 
during US construction period 1904-1914 and then after. 
Gorgas, William Crawford (1854-1920) military officer- 
physician; US Army's Chief Medical and Sanitation Officer in 
CZ during construction of Panama Canal; member of Isthmian 
Canal Commission; proved mosquito transmission of yellow 
fever by relying on research of US Army doctor Walter Reed, 
Cuban doctor Carlos Finlay, and others; president of the 
American Medical Association in 1908, promoted to rank of 
brigadier-general in 1914 and appointed Surgeon-General of the 
United States; died from stroke in 1920 while in London, 
England; large hospital complex on Ancon Hill renamed in his 
honor. 

Gorgona Canal construction period town site; Pacific Side, west 
bank, site of largest repair shops prior to their removal- 
relocation, abandoned in August 1913 when Gatun Lake created. 
Gorilla extra-large firecracker. 

Governor, CZ highest appointed (by US President) official of 
CZ Government, major-general (two-star) in the Army Corps of 
Engineers acting in civilian capacity during four year term. 
Governors, CZ Civil George W. Goethals 1914-1917; Chester 
Harding 1917-1921; Jay J. Morrow 1921-1924; Meriwether L. 
Walker 1924-1928; Harry Burgess 1928-1932; Julian L. Schley 
1932-1936; Clarence S. Ridley 1936-1940; Glen E. Edgerton 
1940-1944; Joseph C МеһаНеу 1944-1948; Francis К. 
Newcomer 1948-1952; John S. Seybold 1952-1956; William E. 
Potter 1956-1960; William A. Carter 1960-1962; Robert J. 
Fleming 1962-1967; Walter P. Leber 1967-1971; David S. 
Parker 1971-1975; Harold Parfitt 1975-1979. 

Governors, CZ Military George W. Davis 1904-1905; Charles 
E. Magoon 1905-1906; Richard R. Rogers (General Council of 
ICC) 1906-1907; Joseph C. Blackburn 1907-1909; Maurice 
Thatcher 1910-1913; Richard Metcalf 19013-1914. 
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Governor's Island small recreational island; in Gatun Lake 
near Buoy 64, between Gamboa Bridge and Barro Colorado 
Island, reserved for exclusive use of CZ Governor. 

Governor's Mansion or House 159 official residence of Chief 
Engineer of Isthmian Canal Commission; built in 1907 at 
Culebra, then dismantled in 1914 and reassembled in its present 
location at Balboa Heights, some changes made during tenure of 
each Governor. 

Government Service Federal Government employment, apart 
from military service; see Civil Service. 

gracias, muchas gracias, muchísimas gracias (Sp.) thank you, 
thank you very much, thank you so much. 

grackle common blackbird. 

gratis (Sp.) free, no cost, without charge, no expense. 
graveyard one nickname for Panama during the French 
construction period c. 1879-1899. 

Great Sickout spontaneous illegal wildcat strike, or Federal 
labor militancy of eight days, closing Panama Canal for six days 
and causing largest transit backlog ever—175 ships; Canal 
pilots, locks operators, school teachers, and other workers called 
in sick (from anthrax) beginning March 12, 1976 in response to 
austerity measures ordered by the Under Secretary of the Army 
primarily affecting US employees in the CZ, including wage 
decreases, wage freezes, home leave, other reductions in 
benefits, and the elimination of the 15 per cent tropical pay 
differential for future locally hired Americans. 

Greater Antilles in the Caribbean Sea the large island group 
made up of Cuba, Hispanola (Haiti/Dominican Rep.), Puerto 
Rico, Jamaica, and the Cayman islands, constituting 90 per cent 
of the land mass and population of the West Indies. 

Great White Fleet armada of the United Fruit Company of 
Boston; familiar white hulls, red smoke stacks (funnels) with 
white diamond. 

Green Devils nickname/mascot for CZ Junior College. 

green hair temporary discoloration; some swimmers, 
particularly those with blond hair, but darker hair as well, 
experience hair turning greenish after prolonged exposure to 
chlorinated pool water; high concentrations of copper 
compounds have dissolved in the water treatment. 

Grenada intervention by US armed forces and Caribbean 
Peace Forces; intervention demanded by Barbados, Dominica, 
and spearheaded by President Reagan; called Operation Urgent 
Fury, from October 25, 1983 through December 15; prompted 
by confirmed militarization of the small Caribbean island nation 
by hard-line communists who overthrew the government on 
October 16, executing the Prime Minister and some high 
officials; coup members supported a Soviet-Cuban forward air 
base on the island to assist leftist movements in Central 
America; organized resistance to US military force by 
Grenadian and Cuban soldiers was unsuccessful; reaction in the 
US and the world was evenly mixed, some very favorable but 
much was also unfavorable. 

gringo (Sp.) generally, a disrespectful term of contempt in 
Spanish-speaking countries to insult English-speaking foreigner, 
especially an American, but often said with frivolity or 
affection. 

grouper ocean fish; stout body and large mouth, can grow quite 
sizable and heavy, mouths and gills form powerful sucking 
system that pulls prey in from a distance, swallowing it rather 
than biting off pieces. 
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GS Government Schedule; predominant pay scale for federal 
employees in professional, technical, administrative, and clerical 
positions, as in GS-1 through GS-15; Pan-Canal employees were 
under an equivalent scale, designating NM for non-manual and 
MG for manual grade positions. 

Guacha Island tiny, at north end of Gatun Lake, on west side of 
channel. 

guacho (Sp.) soupy dish of rice, beans, vegetable stew, 
considered to be poor man's food. 

guanábana (Sp.) tropical tree; grows up to 20 ft with fragrant, 
laurel-like leaves and unusual kidney-shaped prickly fruit 
weighing up to six pounds, its white pulp used for punch. 
guandá (Sp.) pigeon peas or Congo peas; grow on large bush, 
many residential yards in CZ having several; usually served with 
coconut rice, this legume a staple of Panamanian diet. 

guapo (Sp.) handsome, nice looking, dapper, attractive. 
Guardia Nacional (Sp.) Panama's national police force; 
paramilitary organization, its top officer often considered more 
influential and powerful than the president. 

Guarapo Island Atlantic Side, west bank, small island directly 
in front of Gatun Dam. 

Guardia F., Gilberto Panamanian; appointed September 20, 
1990 to position of Administrator, highest office of the Panama 
Canal Commission; succeeded by Alberto Alemán Zubieta on 
August 18, 1996. 

guayaba (Sp.) guava, tropical fruit; used for jam, pastes, jellies, 
and juice; common size is about that of lemon, with aromatic 
white or pink pulp surrounding a mass of small hard seeds. 
guayabera (Sp.) tropical shirt; popular in Caribbean region of 
Colombia, Cuba, Mexico, Ecuador, Central America, Southeast 
Asia, parts of Africa; has two or four patch pockets and two 
vertical rows of fine, tiny pleats running along front and back; is 
not tucked into trousers, can be used as formal or informal wear, 
also styled for women's wear. 

guayacán (Sp.) tropical tree; considered by some as the most 
outstandingly beautiful tree in the local jungle; bloom in late dry 
season March-April to announce closeness of the rains with 
large, canopy-like, bright yellow flower clusters when tree is 
leafless; classified one of the best woods in Panama, used for 
salad and nut bowls; also called the Golden Showers tree. 
Guaymí (Sp.) Panama Indian tribe; members live mostly in 
Chiriquí Province. 

Gulf of Panama or Golfo de Panamá (Sp.) Pacific Ocean 
waters; south of Isthmus of Panama, between Azuero Peninsula 
on west and shores of Darien Province on east; Pearl Islands 
Archipelago lies within this gulf. 

Gulf of San Miguel or Golfo de San Miguel large inlet of 
Golfo de Panama on Pacific coast of Darien Province, named by 
Vasco Nufiez de Balboa. 

Gulick Dock Atlantic Side, east bank, marine dock on small 
peninsula just south of Fort Gulick. 

gun club small arms firing range; in Cocoli on west side of 
Bruja Highway, next to CZ Police Station. 

Gunnery sergeant USMC enlisted pay grade E-7, above staff 
sergeant and below master sergeant. 

Guns For Cash program run by US military between December 
21, 1989 and January 8, 1990, during Operation Just Cause, 
offering money to Panamanians as trade-in for certain weapons: 
rifles, shotguns, handguns, etc.; approx $800,000 paid for 8, 848 
weapons. 
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guppy minnow-size fish, or smaller. 


H 


habanero pepper see ají chombo. 

half-staff flag flown half length of pole to signify death of 
important person, to indicate mourning. 

Halfway House building on left side of Pan-American Highway 
approx halfway from CZ-Panama boundary to Pacific Ocean's 
Santa Clara Beach 

Hallen, Earnest *Red" American; appointed in 1907 by 
Chairman George Geothals as official photographer for the 
Isthmian Canal Commission, a position held until 1937; his 
subject was Canal construction and everyday life in the CZ. 
Hambone's nickname of unknown origin; for El Palmasorriano 
(Sp.), one-story, wooden green, roadside cantina-brothel 
alongside Pan-American Highway on west end of La Chorrera. 
hammock suspended, swinging bed; usually made of netting or 
canvas, slung by cords from supports at each end, considered 
first used by Indians in the New World. 

Hanna, Mark A. (1837-1904) businessman and Republican 
senator from Ohio; in June 1902 with Wisconsin Senator John 
C. Spooner championed the building of a canal in Panama 
instead of Nicaragua, persuading the Senate to pass the Spooner 
Act; see Spooner Act. 

Happyland also The Happyland Club Panama City night club; 
on Avenida Central facing Plaza Cinco de Mayo, popularity 
highest during the years of WW II. 

Harding, Warren С. (1865-1923) 29" President of the US 
1921-1923; newspaper publisher, Ohio State Senator, Ohio 
Lieutenant Governor, US Senator; in 1921 gained ratification of 
the Thomson-Urrutía Treaty with Colombia granting it $25 
million as settlement of the US-provoked Panamanian 
revolution of 1903; died in office, succeeded by Calvin 
Coolidge. 

harpy eagle; Panama’s national bird. 

hasta la vista (Sp.) until we meet again, farewell. 

hasta luego (Sp.) see you later, until later. 

hasta mañana (Sp.) until tomorrow, see you tomorrow. 
Hay-Bunau-Varilla Treaty of 1903 Canal treaty; between 
fledgling Republic of Panama and US; signed by US Secretary 
of State John Hay and Ambassador-Plenipotentiary for Panama 
Philippe Bunau-Varilla; ratified by US Senate on February 24, 
1904, by Panama on December 2, 1903; main provisions: US 
guarantees independence of R.P, US given land rights to build 
canal, US given rights-power-authority in a leased canal zone 
(boundaries described) as if it were sovereign, US granted 
ownership of all French canal property and equipment to 
include ownership of Panama Railroad, US agrees to pay RP 
$10 million upon treaty acceptance and $250,000 annuity 
beginning nine years after canal completion, the canal to remain 
neutral to international shipping, US has right to militarily 
fortify and defend the canal as it sees fit. 

Hay-Herrán Treaty of 1903 Canal pact; signed by US 
Secretary of State John Hay and Tomás Herran of Colombia in 
January 1903, giving the US rights to build a canal in Panama; 
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Colombian Congress in August refused to ratify, holding out for 
more favorable terms and payment. 

Hay-Pauncefote Treaty canal pact; signed by US Secretary of 
State John Hay and British Ambassador Lord Julian Pauncefote 
in November 1901 nullifying existing Clayton-Bulwer Treaty of 
1850 which prohibited both nations from singly building and 
dominating a canal across Nicaragua; this new pact withdrew 
the United Kingdom's interest and objections to a canal built 
and fortified in Central America by the US. 

hectare approx. 2.5 acres of area. 

Hells Gorge a sometime nickname for Culebra Cut during 
excavation when daytime temperature would reportedly reach 
120 degrees. 

hembra (Sp.) woman, female, feminine. 

Henry Morgan (1635-1688) Englishman; notorious pirate who 
sacked original Spanish colonial City of Panama in 1671. 
Hercules see floating cranes. 

hermoso (Sp.) good-looking, handsome; lovely, pretty. 

hibiscus tropical shrub; has large, trumpet-shaped, colorful 
flowers of white, pink, red, orange, purple, yellow with five or 
more petals; commonly used as landscape plant to attract 
butterflies, bees, hummingbirds. 

hierba mala (Sp.) means bad herb or grass and refers to saw 
grass or similar undesirable greenery; used as derogatory term 
for bad person, scoundrel, trouble-maker. 

Hindu religion; generally, a person from Asian subcontinent of 
India, regardless of religion. 

Hindu store see Jhangimal Hindu Store. 

hobo see jobo. 

HOG radio station; in Panama City, playing mostly American 
popular music. 

hola (Sp.) hello, hi, how are you? How goes it? 

holiday flag extra large flag; flown on holidays and other 
special occasions. 

Hollow, The lower (in elevation) section of Cocoli housing; 
north of filling station, ending at intersection of First Street and 
Bruja Road; no public buildings in this section. 

Hollywood nickname; of Panama City's notorious shanty town 
along CZ boundary, adjacent to Curundu townsite. 

Holy Ghost orchid see Espíritu Santo. 

hombre (Sp.) man, demonstrating masculinity. 

home leave job entitlement; of employees of Panama Canal 
Company and CZ Government to transportation paid trip to 
Stateside home of record every two years if desired. 

honey bear coatimundi or kinkajou. 

hookworm parasitic worm; has strong buccal hooks or plates 
for attaching to host's intestinal lining. 

Hoover, Herbert C. (1874-1964) 31* President of the US 1929- 
1933; mining engineer, Chairman of the Commission for Relief 
in Belgium in 1914, Director of the US Food Administration, 
urged ratification of the Versailles Treaty, US Secretary of 
Commerce; rejected the Roosevelt Corollary yet intervened 
twice in Dominican Republic, once in El Salvador, but ended 
occupation of Nicaragua and almost ended the occupation of 
Haiti. 

hop dance party; teenagers and music played from records; see 
space available. 

hora (Sp.) hour, the time. 

hornet see wasp. 
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HOROKO Golf Club Pacific Side, west bank, 9-hole golf 
course; acronym for HOward ROdman KObbe, on grounds of 
Naval Ammunition Depot (NAD), across Bruja Highway from 
Rodman NavSta. 

horse-drawn cart used in mosquito control; larvacide was 
dripped into ditches and streams that ran parallel to roads, from 
long horizontal pipe attached to oil-filled drum on cart. 

hospital corpsman Navy medic in enlisted ratings. 

hot closet or dry closet small room or enclosure; for clothes, 
leather goods, other items subject to mold and mildew, heated 
by light bulbs to inhibit moisture (from feeding mold). 

Hotel Washington or New Hotel Washington in City of 
Colon, Panama; construction authorized in 1910 by US 
President William H. Taft, opened in March 1913 as 
replacement for old, wood frame Hotel Washington built in 
1870 as a residence for Panama Railroad employees; iconic, 
oceanside, three-story social center for Atlantic siders, tourists, 
VIPs, Canal pilots, and resort for Pacific siders; built by Panama 
Railroad company for US Government on northwest tip of 
Manzanilla Island, located on Colon Beach at north end of Front 
Street, rear of hotel faces Caribbean Ocean and Atlantic entrance 
of Canal; 

housing area residential section or neighborhood, civilian and 
military in CZ townsites. 

Housing Division or Housing Section government office that 
makes residence assignments for employees. 

Howard Field or Howard AFB USAF installation; on Pacific 
Side’s west bank, adjacent to Fort Kobbe. 

howler monkey primate; among largest of Central American 
and South American monkeys; known for loud howls heard up 
to two miles; has short snout, wide-set round nostrils, long 
prehensile tail; fur can be black, brown, red, or mixture; usually 
lives in groups of 15 to 20. 

hoy (Sp.) today, this day. 

huaca (Sp.) buried treasure; gold jewelry or precious artifacts 
found in mostly pre-Columbian Indian graves. 

huarache sandal; Mexican footwear of pre-Colombian origin, 
the upper part covering top of foot made with hand-braided 
straps of crudely cured leather; nicknamed “squeaks” because 
they squeak with every step, even louder when they get wet; 
popular with Zonian girls. 

Hubbard, John (1849-1932) US Navy officer; commander of 
gunboat USS Nashville; harbored at Colon beginning November 
2, 1903 he was ordered to prevent use of the Panama Railroad 
by Colombian infantry, which he did cleverly and successfully. 
huevo (Sp.) egg. 

Hull-Alfaro Treaty of 1936 see treaties. 

humidity amount of moisture in air; measured as a percent, 
considered unbearable if can be sliced with dull machete. 
Humvee US military four-wheel drive light truck; in 1984 
supplanted the jeep, first saw combat during Operation Just 
Cause in Panama. 

HQ headquarters; command post. 

hyacinth, water floating plant; can be major threat to Canal 
traffic, blocking ship movement if not removed or controlled; 
grows prolifically, forming into large clusters, rafts, or islands in 
backwaters of Chagres River, especially between Gamboa and 
Madden Dam. 
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ice box refrigerator. 

ice cream bean tropical legume tree; produces giant bean pod 
with edible white fruit pulp surrounding large seeds. 

ID card identification document; wallet-size, required of all 
persons, military or civilian, residing in CZ. 

IG Inspector General; investigative official in a civil or military 
organization. 

iglesia (Sp.) church, cathedral, congregation. 

iguana reptile; large tropical arboreal lizard with dinosaur-like 
appearance, can grow to 6 feet length including whip-like tail; 
hunted in Panama for the dining table, reportedly tastes like 
chicken. 

income tax, Federal US Government tax on personal earnings; 
beginning in February 1951, paid by all Americans working in 
CZ. 

indio (Sp.) Indian; refers to Panamanian's indigenous tribes or 
to a tribal member. 

Infantry Brigade, 19314 US Army unit; three to six battalions in 
size plus supporting elements; reactivated for service in the CZ 
in August 1962 for defense of the Canal, headquarters at Fort 
Clayton with operational posts at Fort Kobbe, Fort Davis, and 
Fort Sherman; organized as Task Force Bayonet, individual 
units of the brigade took part in Operation Just Cause beginning 
December 20, 1989. 

in perpetuity having no end or termination (in time) as written 
into US-Panama Treaty of 1903; for Panama's dictator Omar 
Torrijos and US President Jimmy Carter, it meant December 31, 
1999. 

Instituto Nacional (Sp.) the nation's first university; flagship 
high school of Panamanian public education system; so 
prestigious that only best students can attend; nicknamed 
Eagles’ Nest, for generations a center of precocious political 
protest and demands for social reform and justice, student body 
active during many anti-American demonstrations and riots, 
considered by many Zonians to be a hot bed of ultra-nationalism 
and Marxist-Leninist-communist agitation; rear of building 
adjoins Fourth of July Avenue. 

Inter-American Highway or Carreterra Interamericana (Sp.) 
see Pan-American Highway. 

interior, el (Sp. or the interior countryside; generally, 
provincial regions west of CZ, Panama City, and Colon, 
especially the rural, less developed areas where small-town 
ways are celebrated and city life is not dominant. 

Isthmian Airways seaplane air service; Panamanian owned- 
operated from May 1929 through July 1936 with Pacific Side 
base near Pier 18 in Balboa and Atlantic Side base just south of 
Colón. 

Isthmian Canal Commission or ICC three governing- 
operational-administrative groups appointed by President 
Theodore Roosevelt: (1) 1904-1905 First Army-Navy Isthmian 
Canal Commission, or Isthmian Canal Commission, with seven 
members including Navy Rear-Admiral John G. Walker, 
chairman, and Army Major-General George W. Davis, 
governor; because of general lack of progress in excavation, 
blamed primarily on decentralized control and bloated 
bureaucracy, all members resigned in early 1905 by order of the 
President; (2) 1905-1907 Second Isthmian Canal Commission 
with seven members, a reorganization of the (first) Isthmian 
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Canal Commission appointed in 1904 including Theodore P. 
Shonts, Commission Chairman, Charles E. Magoon, Governor, 
and John F. Wallace, Chief Engineer; (3) 1907-1914 Third/final 
Isthmian Canal Commission with eight members including 
Army Colonel George W. Goethals, Commission Chairman- 
Chief Engineer; Army Colonel-doctor William C. Gorgas; 
Jackson Smith, Manager of Labor & Quarters; former Kentucky 
senator Joseph C.S. Blackburn, succeeded by Maurice H. 
Thatcher; Navy Rear-Admiral Harry H. Rousseau; Army Major 
David Du Bose Gaillard; Army Lt-Colonel William Siebert; and 
Joseph B. Bishop, Commission Secretary; see Walker 
Commission. 

Isthmian Inklings periodical published by Balboa High School 
Isthmus of Panama or the Isthmus land bridge between two 
continents; all-important, narrow, lazy S-shaped, west to east 
geographical span between Costa Rica to the north and 
Colombia to the south, also between Atlantic Ocean (Caribbean 
Sea) to the north and Pacific Ocean (Bay of Panama) to the 
south; also land connection joining Central America and South 
America, synonymous with Republic of Panama. 


J 


J Street or Calle J (Sp.) Panama City street; between Fourth of 
July Avenue and Avenida Central; Ancon Inn on one corner, 
Morrison’s Book Store on opposite corner, both businesses on 
Panama City side of the avenue. 

jacaranda (Sp.) tropical tree; common throughout RP, with 
gray bark, bluish bell-shaped flowers and fern-like leaves. 

jack fish or jack ocean fish; any of numerous species in 
temperate and tropical portions of Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian 
Oceans belonging to the  Carangidae family, usually 
characterized by laterally compressed and oblong body, head 
with steep profile near snout, a row of enlarged scales along the 
side near tailfin, deeply forked tail, considered a good game fish. 
JAG or JAG Corps legal branch of the US military concerned 
with justice and law applied to the UCMJ or the Uniform Code 
of Military Justice; Judge Advocate General Corps. 

jail-bait girl not of the age of legal sexual consent. 

Jamaican English-speaking native of Jamaica; word often 
misused by including all West Indians (as Jamaicans) from any 
island in Caribbean Sea. 

Jamboree annual CZ Boy Scout or Girl Scout conference; also 
annual round-robin exhibition football tournament, begun in 
1950, among Balboa High, Cristobal High, CZ Junior College, 
and Athletic Club, winning team scoring the most points. 
January 9, 1964 beginning day of the Flag Riots; see Flag 
Riots; see LIFE magazine. 

jardin (Sp.) garden. 

jarhead (slang) US marine. 

jefe (Sp.) chief, boss, foreman, supervisor. 

jellyfish marine animal; free-swimming, consisting of a 
gelatinous umbrella-shaped, pulsating bell of a body and 
trailing, stinging tentacles feared by sensible swimmers. 
Jenkins, James American; 17-year-old senior at Balboa High 
School, CZ; circulated a petition in favor of flying the US flag at 
the school; as of January 1, 1964 no flag was to be raised at the 
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school by order of CZ Governor Fleming because of ominous 
political tensions with Panama over the flying of both nation's 
flags in the CZ; Jenkins helped raise the US flag on January 8, 
where it remained overnight under guard by high school 
students and their parents; on the following day, Panamanian 
student protestors from the Instituto Nacional tried to raise their 
own flag at the school but were prevented from doing so by high 
school students and CZ police; in the immediate scuffle among 
several Balboa High students, the student protestors from 
Panama City, and CZ Police, the young Panamanians charged 
that their flag had been purposely and maliciously desecrated— 
and the 1964 Flag Riots followed. 

Jhangimal Hindu Store popular retail outlet; catering to 
Americans and tourists, on Fourth of July Avenue, selling 
clothing, fabric, furniture, chinaware, jewelry, cameras, 
binoculars, stereo equipment; other such stores are Sol de la 
India, Solomon's, and Chuganis, also located in Panama City. 
jitney official Panama Canal vehicle used to transport 
employees. 

jobo (Sp.) pronounced hobo; specific variety of wild-growing 
plum, about size of large grape; colors when ripe are red, 
yellow, and orange; taste is tangy; tree stumps can be used as 
living fence posts, continuing to grow and produce plums once 
planted in ground; nickname: monkey plum. 

joder and jodido (Sp.) to mess up, screw up, foul up, bother, 
annoy, frustrate; messed up, fouled up. 

Johnny Mazzetti baked pasta casserole; first recipe dates back 
to c.1896 in Marzetti's Italian Restaurant in Columbus, Ohio of 
ground beef, noodles, cheese, and tomato sauce; became popular 
dish in the CZ, where name Marzetti often corrupted to Mazetti. 
Johnson, Lyndon B. (1908-1973) 36% President of the US from 
1963-1969; designer of the Great Society, the War on Poverty, 
Voting Rights Act, but lost the undeclared Viet-Nam War; the 
1964 Flag Riots of January 1964 were his first overseas test of 
diplomacy and policy; in December 1964 he stated the US 
would not hold on to the Panama Canal in perpetuity, yet during 
the remainder of his presidency he managed to stall serious new 
treaty negotiations with Panama to pursue his domestic 
programs and the protracted war in Southeast Asia. 

Jorden, William J. (1923-2009) American; diplomatic 
correspondent for NY Time, diplomat, author; appointed by 
President Nixon in 1974 as US ambassador to Panama (1974- 
1978), played a major role in the negotiations of the 1977 
Carter-Torrijos Treaties; author of Panama Odyssey (1984). 
Juan Franco (Sp.) national racehorse track; near Panama City, 
later renamed José A. Remón Track in honor of president 
assassinated there in mid-1950s. 

Juan Gallegos Bay Atlantic Side, east bank, between Bohio 
Peninsula on south and Juan Gallegos Island on north, on east 
side of Canal channel. 

Juan Gallegos Island Atlantic Side, east bank, large island 
north of Barro Colorado Island, on east side of Canal channel. 
jungle generally, naturally forested or brush area not cut or 
mowed and inhabited by animals too wild to pet. 

jungle bunny youngster in CZ who spends a lot of recreational 
time in the jungle. 

Jungle Jim James Price, avid huntsman; led annual safari-type 
hunting expeditions from January to early April (dry season) 
throughout Panama, each beginning at a San Blas island base 
camp; basic jungle hunting pursued tapir, deer, turkey, pigeon, 
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kick the can 


wild pig, eleven members of the cat family, and spearing of 
alligators. 

jungle rot chronic ulcerative skin lesion thought to be cause by 
polymicrobial infection with a variety of microorganisms, 
including mycobacterium, common in tropical climates; ulcers 
occur on the exposed parts of the body, especially lower limbs. 
junior high school on the Pacific Side through 19505, 7'^ and 8'^ 
grades located in wooden, two-story, tin-roofed building 
adjacent to (at the back of) the junior college and (connected) 
high school in Balboa; during mid to late 1960s, 7% and 8" 
grades located temporarily in old wooden school on Hains Street 
in Diablo and called Diablo Junior High School; when 
permanent junior high campus was completed on Curundu Road 
in the late 1960s, it was called Curundu Junior High School; in 
the late 1980s 9'^ grade was added and the name changed 
accordingly to Curundu Junior-Senior High School 

junta (Sp.) political group, committee, council. 

JWTC combat school; US Army's Jungle Warfare Training 
Center at Fort Sherman, on Atlantic Side's west bank. 


K 


kapok or ceiba tropical tree; can grow to 230 height with 
straight, largely branchless trunk culminating in huge spreading 
canopy and buttress roots; produces fruit having strong, light 
fiber commonly used in life vests, pillows, dolls, mattresses. 
K-2 power station electric generating plant; on bank of Cocoli 
River reservoir, near K-2 Road. 

K-2 Road or K-2 blacktop road; two-lane traffic from near 
Mandinga River on west bank of Canal to Fort Kobbe, also 
called Boringen Road. 

K-9 Road or K-9 gravel road; dusty back road between Bruja 
Road (at Cocoli VFW) and junction with K-6 Road; Cocoli 
River swimming hole is alongside south bank of K-9. 

Kelly's Ritz or Kelly's Place Panama City nightclub; on 
Avenida Central next to Plaza Cinco de Mayo, its popularity 
highest during turbulent years of WW II. 

Kelvinator refrigerator often furnished in Navy housing. 
Kennedy Avenue street in Ancon; begins at intersection of 
Gorgas Road and J Street (Panama City) and ends at Ancon 
Railroad Station. 

Kennedy, John Fitzgerald (1917-1963) 35" president of US 
from January 1961 to November 22, 1963 when assassinated in 
Dallas, Texas; sought to contain communist threat in Latin- 
America; in August 1961 he visited Puerto Rico, Mexico, 
Venezuela, Colombia, and in Costa Rica met with the six 
presidents of Central American republics; in 1962 ordered US 
and Panamanian flags be flown side by side at certain non- 
military sites. 

kickball team game; using three bases and home plate, played in 
field or gym; player kicks, runs, tries to score, must be hit with 
thrown rubber ball to be called out, usually six innings long. 
kick the can individual hide and seek running game; usually 
played in backyard, tin can placed in middle of yard, guarded by 
player who searches for others; players try to kick can without 
being tagged and put out of game; a kicked can frees the tagged 
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players, last player tagged must guard the can and game starts 
over, running speed a player's great advantage. 

kilometer metric unit of length equal to 1000 meters, 
approximately 5/8ths of a mile. 

kinkajou ог mono de noche (Sp.) tropical mammal; related to 
coatimundi and raccoons, rain forest tree dweller, often mistaken 
for monkey, strictly nocturnal, has prehensile tail, teddy bear 
face, tan or golden wooly fur, can weigh from 6 to 8 Ibs; also 
called honey bear. 

King, Thelma (1921-1992) or Thelma King Harrison 
Panamanian; of West-Indian ancestry, lawyer, member of the 
National Assembly representing Colón, ardent nationalist and 
boisterous agitator for RP sovereignty in the CZ, admirer and 
friend of Fidel Castro though denying Communist Party 
membership; highly vocal propagandist during the Flag Riots of 
January 1964, demanding arming of Panamanians and inciting 
mobs to fight US citizens. 

Kissinger, Henry (1923- ) naturalized American citizen born 
in Germany; political scientist, diplomat, National Security 
Advisor in 1969 under President Nixon, Secretary of State in 
1973 under Presidents Nixon and Ford; winner of 1973 Nobel 
Peace Prize; as Secretary of State, pressed President Ford in 
1975 for new treaty negotiations with Panama. 

KLIM Nestle Co. product; MILK spelled backward; dry, whole, 
powdered milk needing just water; sold in distinctive yellow- 
brown can in pint, quart, gallon sizes. 

knapsack sprayer hand-operated pump; used in mosquito 
control, five-gallon drum of oil with spray nozzle strapped to 
back of laborer, most common defense against mosquitoes and 
their larvae because of simplicity and mobility. 

Knights of Columbus Hall or K of C or KC Catholic fraternal 
service organization; named in honor of mariner Christopher 
Columbus; on Balboa Road in Balboa near YMCA. 

Kobbe Beach south of Palo Seco, north of Venado Beach. 
Korean War June 23, 1950 to July 27, 1953; begun by North 
Korea's invasion of South Korea; combatants were United 
States and United Nations vs. North Korea and communist 
allies; armistice, not peace treaty, ended fighting; a few Puerto 
Rican Army families given housing in Cocoli during that period. 


L 


Laboa, José Sebastian Monsignor, Papal Nuncio (ambassador) 
in Panama City during Operation Just Cause, permitted 
temporary political asylum to dictator Manuel Noriega in the 
Apostolic Nunciature before his arrest by US Army on January 
3, 1990. 

La Boca Pan-Canal townsite; on Pacific Side's east bank, 
adjacent to Balboa, housing for Local-Rate employees; by end 
of 1957 all quarters had been demolished and residents relocated 
to other townsites; name means The Mouth. 

La Boca Ferry see Thatcher Ferry. 

La Boca Road concrete roadway; in Balboa, two lanes between 
Balboa Road and Thatcher Ferry terminal. 

labor strikes by American steam shovel operators and unskilled 
foreign workers during leadership of Chief Engineer George 
Goethals from 1907 onward—such work stoppages or their 
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attempts did not intimidate him; he challenged strikers head-on: 
many quit or were fired (and quickly replaced), and the 
excavation work moved steadily ahead. 

LACSA Lineas Aéreas Costarricense, S.A.; national airline of 
Cota Rica. 

ladrón (Sp.) thief, robber, burglar, pickpocket. 

lagarto (Sp.) alligator. 

lago (Sp.) lake. 

laguna (Sp.) lagoon. 

Laguna, Ismael (1943- ) Panamanian; professional boxer, 
World Lightweight Champion in 1965, retired in 1971, known 
as El Tigre Colonense, inducted into International Boxing Hall 
of Fame in 2001. 

Lance-corporal USMC enlisted pay grade E-3. 

land of many fish tradition has it the Indian word “Panama” 
means this, or place with an abundance of fish. 

langosta (Sp.) lobster. 

la parada (Sp.) or parada my stop, bus stop, or stop the bus. 

la presidencia (Sp.) the Presidency; Presidential Palace in 
Panama City. 

La Repüblica de Panamá (Sp.) official name of Republic of 
Panama. 

La Siesta (Sp.) popular motel; near Tocumen International 
Airport, convenient location for airline passengers; transformed 
by dictator Manuel Noreiga when he turned it into the Centro 
Recreativo Militar (Sp.) for the PDF. 

larvaecide mixture of resin, soda, carbolic acid added to oil for 
eradication of mosquitoes and their larvae; see oil-drip barrel, 
see horse-drawn oil cart; see knapsack sprayer. 

Las Bovedas (Sp.) seawall and military fortification constructed 
during Spanish colonial period, located at the French Plaza in 
Casco Viejo section of Panama City. 

Las Brujas Island Atlantic Side, east of Canal channel, small 
island at end of Gatun Reach at which point channel makes 
almost 90-degree easterly left turn into widest section of Gatun 
Lake. 

Las Cascadas or Cascadas construction period town site; 
Pacific Side, west bank, near Army's Camp Otis, Central 
Division offices location for several years, abandoned when 
Canal completed. 

Las Cruces Landing small Panama Canal Co pier; for launches, 
adjacent to Gaillard Highway just north of Pedro Miguel Locks 
and at south entrance to Culebra Cut, sightseeing launch Las 
Cruces operates from this landing. 

Las Cruces Trail or El Camino a Cruces cobblestone road; 
built through jungle c. 1533 by Spanish using African slave 
labor to transport gold from Panama City (about 20 miles away) 
to the isolated town of Cruces (near present-day Gamboa) on 
east bank of Chagres River. 

Las Cumbres (Sp.) residential community; meaning The 
Summit; affluent suburb thirty minutes northeast of Panama 
City, located on Boyd-Roosevelt Highway. 

La Societe International du Canal Interoaceanique first 
French. Canal Company organized by Count Ferdinand De 
Lesseps 1881-1889, reorganized 1894-1904 as the second 
French Canal Company or Compagnie Nouvelle du Canal de 
Panama; eventually bankrupt, it sold all financial and physical 
assets to the US Government including the Panama Railroad. 
leafcutter or red ants any of 47 species of leaf-chewing ants 
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that cut and process fresh vegetation to serve as nutritional 
substrate for fungal underground gardens. 

Lease-back housing residential areas in former CZ turned over 
to Panama during Treaty implementation, then leased back by 
DOD for occupancy by civilian employees. 

leatherneck (slang) US marine. 

leche (Sp.) milk. 

lechero (Sp.) person experiencing an instant of luck or a lucky 
break, as would a basketball player sinking a basket from half- 
court, or someone landing a large fish, or a player making a 
lucky catch or hitting a homerun just clearing the fence; the 
onlookers would probably yell: que leche! (Sp.). 

Leeward Islands archipelago; in Caribbean Sea, the northern 
islands of the Lesser Antilles chain, that is, east of Puerto Rico 
and southward to Dominica; see Windward Islands. 

lejos (Sp.) far away. 

lemon grass broad-leaf grass; medium green color with 
distinctive lemon scent and taste, used mostly for tea. 

leper colony see Palo Seco. 

Lépinay, Godin de Frenchman; little-known engineer from the 
Department of Public Works at the 1879 Le Congres 
International d’ Études du Canal Interocéanique in Paris, who 
proposed damming Chagres River and Rio Grande River to form 
large inland lake 85 feet above sea level and constructing locks 
at north end to Atlantic and south end to Pacific; proposal was 
tabled without debate. 

Lesser Antilles also the Caribbees, archipelago in the Caribbean 
Sea; form a long, volcanic arc between the Greater Antilles to 
the northwest and the continent of South America and together 
with the Greater Antilles form The Antilles; when combined 
with Lucayan Archipelago all three make up the West Indies. 
Liberia African west coast nation north of equator; as does 
Panama, offers maritime flag of convenience; capital city 
Monrovia named after US President James Monroe. 
Lidgerwood flat cars railroad cars; flat-bottomed with a high 
board on one side for carrying excavated spoil to dump sites, 
connected to one another at ends with steel plates to form 
smooth continuous platform for the unloader. 

Lidgerwood spreader modified locomotive; with angled plow- 
like blades attached to front for leveling dumped spoil loads. 
Lidgerwood unloader mechanical spoil dumper; long train of 
one-sided flat cars had spoil loads quickly pushed off to one side 
of track by pulling a long steel cable hooked to a plow-like blade 
along the length of the flat cars; as the plow cable moved 
forward it rolled onto a drum mounted on a special flat car at the 
rear of the train; Lidgerwood spreaders then flattened out the 
newly dumped spoil. 

LIFE magazine January 24, 1964; spectacular cover color photo 
is of dramatic riot scene on or near Fourth of July Avenue of a 
group of about 40 mostly young Panamanians milling on side of 
roadway near burning car; one is near the top of 35-foot street 
light pole where he planted a stick-mounted 3’ x 5’ Panamanian 
flag, one is hanging on to the pole half-way up, a third is 
hanging on to the pole near the bottom just above the pipe 
railing placed in the top of the concrete traffic barrier; heavy 
black smoke from the car fire provides a suitable background in 
half the photo, with this caption: PANAMA CITY, AT CANAL 
ZONE BORDER RIOTERS HOIST FLAG ABOVE A FLAMING 
CAR. 

lifer military career man. 


[29 ] 


LOCONA 


lignum vitae tropical tree; lignum vitae, Tree of Life or Wood 
of Life; small evergreen, source of resin, heaviest of all woods, 
will sink in water, useful in marine applications and for some 
medical conditions. 

Limón Bay Atlantic Side, Caribbean Sea inlet at north end of 
Panama Canal; two long gate-like breakwaters extend from 
opposite shores to sea to limit wind-wave action on vessels 
preparing to transit; southbound ships enter Gatun Locks from 
south shore of bay. 

Limón Point tiny peninsula on southwest bank of Limon Bay, 
roughly half way between Gatun Locks and Fort Sherman. 
limonada (Sp.) lemonade. 

Lindbergh, Charles (1902-1974) American aviator; landed 
near Panama City on January 9, 1929 on US State Department 
good-will tour of Latin America. 

Linowitz, Sol M. (1913-2005) American lawyer, businessman, 
diplomat; negotiated (assisted by Ellsworth Bunker) the two 
1977 treaties with Panama under direction of President Jimmy 
Carter. 

Little Dipper constellation Ursa Minor; in northern sky, its 
seven principle stars resemble handle of a water ladle; Polaris 
(North Star) is largest in this group. 

Little League baseball for boys ages 8-12. 

lindo (Sp.) pretty, good-looking, attractive. 

Local-Rate payroll classification for employees not American; 
formerly called Silver-Rate because payment made with silver 
coins; see payroll classifications; also refers to segregated CZ 
housing areas for other than American employees. 

lock chamber dimensions: 70 ft deep (varies) X 110 ft wide X 
1,000 ft long; Third Locks Project of 1939 was approved to 
construct an additional lane (a third set of locks) having 
chambers with considerably larger dimensions; see Third Locks 
Project. 

lock gates huge, hollow, buoyant, hinged metal leaves at ends of 
chamber walls, opening and closing in sets (pairs, like double 
doors) to enclose or release water in chambers while vessels are 
raised and lowered; total of all gates 46, two leaves each, 
removable for repairs and maintenance. 

locks metal gates and concrete chambers; constructed in-line to 
provide a series of water lifts for passage of vessels from one 
body of water to another; approved by President Roosevelt and 
Congress in June 1906; Panama Canal's two in-line sets built at 
three sites: Miraflores Locks and Pedro Miguel Locks on Pacific 
Side, Gatun Locks on Atlantic Side; each has side-by-side locks 
(or traffic lanes) of end-to-end chambers allowing southbound 
and northbound ships to transit at same time; in northbound 
transit from Pacific Ocean to Atlantic Ocean, Miraflores Locks 
has two ascending (lower and upper) chambers to Miraflores 
Lake, Pedro Miguel Locks has one ascending (Miraflores Lake 
to Gatun Lake) chamber to Culebra Cut, and Gatun Locks has 
three descending (Gatun Lake, middle, and Atlantic) chambers 
to Limón Bay at Caribbean Sea; two highest lifts attain 85 feet 
height above sea level, the same elevation as Gatun Lake. 

loco (Sp.) crazy, dumb, foolish, nonsensical. 

loco in the coco crazy, foolish in the head, lame brain. 
Locomotive No. 299 Panama Railroad steam locomotive; off- 
rail exhibit displayed at Balboa Heights train station. 

LOCONA acronym for LOw COst NAvy; housing area with 24 
twelve-family apartment buildings and one two-story 8-family 
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apartment building; an annex of nearby Rodman Naval Station; 
on east side of Thatcher Highway, for families of Navy enlisted 
and Navy civilians. 

lonche (Spanglish) lunch. 

López, Hector H. (1929- ) Panamanian; Major League 
Baseball third baseman and left fielder playing for the Kansas 
City Athletics and NY Yankees from 1955-1966. 

Lopez Island Atlantic Side, east bank, east of Fort Gulick and 
north of Zorra Island. 

loro (Sp.) parrot. 

Los Rios Pan-Canal townsite; on Pacific Side's east bank, 
located on east side of Gaillard Highway, south of Corozal and 
east of Albrook Field. 

lottery or la lotería (Sp.) Panama's popular, weekly, national 
game of chance sold in numbered tickets, sometimes making 
large prize payments to lucky winners. 

luna (Sp.) moon. 

lunch counter rear dining section; at Balboa clubhouse, near 
step-up entrance to swimming pool. 

Lux, Teatro (Sp.) one of several movie theaters in Panama City; 
also Central, Cecilia, Tropical, and others. 


M 


macadam paving surface; gravel mixed with bituminous (oil) 
binder, used for roads, parking areas, aircraft runways, etc. 
macaw tropical bird; exotic, colorful, long-tailed New World 
parrot; predominant colors are scarlet, blue-yellow, green. 
Macaws see Fastlich League. 

machete knife; long, steel, single-edge, cleaver-like blade used 
primarily for cutting grass, brush, shrubbery, trees; cutter uses 
handheld, wooden, hooked grab stick, a garabato (Sp.), to hold 
down grass and shrubbery; most common manufacturer is 
Collins Company of Collinsville, Conn. 

machete men common laborers using machetes for cutting and 
trimming grass, brush, trees, shrubbery, weeds. 

macho (Sp.) manly, masculine, robust, vigorous. 

Macho de Monte nickname; 7^ Infantry Company, a guerilla 
warfare unit of the Panama Defense Forces garrisoned at Rio 
Hato, defeated by US Army airborne during Operation Just 
Cause. 

Madden Bridge long two-lane span over Chagres River, on 
Transisthmian Highway in Panama. 

Madden Dam auxiliary dam; to control and store Chagres River 
fresh water, creates large reservoir required, mostly in dry 
season, for uninterrupted operation of Canal’s locks system; 
begun October 1931, completed February 1935; named after US 
Congressman Martin B. Madden who was particularly involved 
in CZ-Panama Canal matters before the dam construction. 
Madden Lake auxiliary reservoir; created by Madden Dam, 
Chagres River is primary source of water; CZ boundary follows 
260 foot contour around shoreline. 

Madden Road highway; on Pacific Side’s east bank, two-lane, 
east-west blacktop roadway between Madden Wye and Madden 
Dam, crossing through Forest Preserve and past CZ boundary to 
Trans-Isthmian Highway in Panama. 
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Madden Wye traffic area near intersection of Madden Road and 
Gaillard Highway, Pacific Side, east bank. 

Made in Japan cheap, of inferior quality. 

madera (Sp.) wood, lumber. 

madrina (Sp.) godmother. 

Magoon, Charles E. (1861-1920) American lawyer, judge, 
diplomat, second (military) Governor of the CZ from May 25, 
1905-October 12, 1906; author of The Panama Years; second 
Provisional (Occupational) Governor of Cuba 1906-1909. 
mahogany tropical tree; highly prized hardwood, especially the 
Honduran log, used primarily for making quality furniture; can 
grow to 200 ft height with trunk diameter of six feet. 

maid domestic servant; Panamanian woman employed for 
washing, cleaning, cooking, ironing, child care, etc; can be day 
laborer or live-in. 

maid's room small utility room; roughly 9 ft by 10 ft, on 
carport level, commonly used for storage or as servant's 
sleeping quarters. 

main panel control box; for electrical breakers and fuses at each 
house, a target of teenage mischief on Halloween night. 
Major-General, US appointed Governor of the CZ for four 
years by US President, a selection from the Army Corps of 
Engineers with precedent dating back to Canal construction 
days; this two-star officer puts away his uniform during his term 
as Governor. 

malaria mosquito-borne disease; caused by Anopheles 
mosquito; common symptoms include fever, chills, sweats, 
headache, vomiting; early on believed caused by bad (mal) air 
(aria), especially in swamp areas; quinine in tablet form taken 
for prevention and treatment during Canal construction period. 
malo (Sp.) bad, not good, evil. 

maldito (Sp.) bad person, scoundrel, accursed, damned. 
maleante (Sp.) scoundrel, rascal, troublemaker, juvenile 
delinquent, especially an adolescent or teenage boy. 

mamá (Sp.) mother. 

Mamei (Sp.) small village on original Panama Railroad line, 
near Gorgona, abandoned when Gatun Lake created. 

mamey (Sp.) or sapote (Sp.) tropical tree; resembles southern 
magnolia with leathery, dark-green leaves, growing to approx 70 
ft high; potato-size fruit has reddish-orange skin, edible pulp is 
very sweet. 

mamón (Sp.) ginnup. 

mañana (Sp.) tomorrow. 

mandarina (S.) tangerine. 

Mandinga River or Río Mandinga on Pacific Side's west 
bank, flows into Canal opposite the mouth of Chagres River at 
Gamboa. 

maneuvers military field training exercises. 

Manfredo, Fernando (1926- ) Panamanian; advisor to the 
Torrijos negotiating team for the two 1977 treaties; on January 
1, 1990 first Panamanian appointed as acting Administrator of 
the Panama Canal Commission, having previously served on 
the commission as Deputy Administrator since October 1, 1979. 
mango tropical tree; has juicy stone fruit varying in size and 
color, being yellow, orange, or red with single oblong seed; can 
grow to 100 feet height. 

mango salad sliced green or half ripe mangoes dressed with 
vinegar, salt and pepper to taste. 

mango sickness (Bajun) broken arm or leg from climbing 
mango tree, young boys especially prone. 


The New COCOLI DICTIONARY: 1904-1999 


mangroves 


mangroves trees and thick shrubbery up to medium height that 
grow prolifically in saline coastal swamps and shallow waters, 
especially in tropics and subtropics; many prop roots grow 
down from limbs to form dense, tangled masses. 

manicured hyperbole; exaggerated description by some 
American and foreign visitors of landscape maintenance in CZ, 
ie., trees, lawns, shrubbery trimmed and mowed to postcard 
perfection. 

mano (Sp.) hand. 

Manzanillo Bay ocean inlet; on city of Colón's northeastern 
shore, adjoins Limon Bay where it meets Caribbean Sea. 
Manzanillo Bay Breakwater begins at Margarita Island on 
northeast shore of bay and extends 10,400 feet into Limon Bay 
for protection of Canal channel against stormy, damaging 
(erosion) sea in the Caribbean; see Toro Point Breakwater. 
Manzanillo Island islet in Manzanillo Bay; small, swampy area 
about one mile square, close to mainland; selected in 1850 as 
starting site for Atlantic Side terminus of Panama Railroad; 
unhealthy surrounding swamp was gradually covered by landfill, 
allowing founding of City of Aspinwall on the artificial island 
by Americans; name changed from Aspinwall to Colón under 
threats from Colombia to not deliver mail. 

Margarita Pan-Canal townsite; on Atlantic Side's east bank, 
near Cristobal, built to house employees of Third Locks Project; 
sister city of Cocoli and Diablo Heights. 

marañon see cashew. 

Мағайоп Panama City suburb; slum residents mostly of West 
Indian ancestry at bottom of socio-economic ladder. 

Магайоп Island Atlantic Side, east bank, in northeast extension 
of Gatun Lake, northeast of Lopez Island 

maricón (Sp.) homosexual. 

Marine Barracks enlisted quarters; at 15'^ Naval District, 
Rodman NavSta, and NAD for USMC personnel. 

marinero (Sp.) sailor. 

marlin ocean fish; large (up to 1800 pounds), popular, sport 
fish with elongated (up to sixteen feet in length) body, spear-like 
bill, rigid dorsal fin extending forward to form a crest; can swim 
up to 50 mph. 

marmoset primate; tiny (about eight inches) squirrel-like New 
World monkey with long banded tail; forehead has white blaze, 
face has pale skin, ears have white tufts; can be kept as exotic, 
rowdy, noisy pet. 

Marriott Caesar Park Hotel gathering place of social 
importance in Panama City near ATLAPA Convention Center, 
near Punta Paitilla; target building for Dignity Battalion gunmen 
looking for American reporters during Operation Just Cause. 
Mary Jane brand of products sold in CZ commissaries. 
Master-at-arms or MA Navy petty officer charged with law 
enforcement. 

Matachín construction area town site; Pacific Side, west bank, 
near Cruces, on line of original Panama Railroad, abandoned 
during creation of Gatun Lake. 

matinee movie; in late morning or afternoon. 

MATS Military Air Transport Service (USAF) carrying 
personnel and cargo to and from Howard Field and Albrook 
Field on Pacific Side. 

McGrath, Marcus С. (1924-2000) American citizenship 
renounced to become naturalized Panamanian; Archbishop of 
Panama from 1969 until 1994; vocal proponent of reintegration 
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of CZ into Panama, openly condemned the dictatorship of 
Manuel Noriega. 

medic Army infantry first aid (field) specialist. 

médico (Sp.) doctor, physician. 

medio día (Sp.) noon, mid-day. 

mentira (Sp.) lie, falsehood, fib. 

mercado, el (Sp.) the market; large public retail bazaar in 
Panama City near bay front selling meat, fish, poultry, produce, 
sundries from all parts of the country. 

mercurochrome topical antiseptic; medicinal liquid used on 
minor cuts and scrapes; turns skin bright red when applied. 
merengue (Sp.) highly rhythmic Latin American music and 
dance popular in Panama. 

mes (Sp.) month; in English-Spanish: January-enero, February- 
febrero, March-marzo, April-abril, May-mayo, June-junio, July- 
julio, August-agosto, September-setiembre, October-octubre, 
November-noviembre, December-diciembre. 

mestizo mixed; in Panama a person of Spanish and Indian 
parentage. 

Miami Herald, The newspaper; daily edition usually available 
in CZ clubhouses. 

micha bread or pan micha (Sp.) bread made from sour mash; 
formed about the size of hot dog bun but with tapered ends; has 
chewy texture, tangy flavor, often baked in stone ovens; popular 
with Panamanians and Zonians. 

miércoles (Sp.) day of week, Wednesday; word when used as 
expletive suggests the more vulgar “mierda” (Sp.) without 
actually saying it. 

mierda (Sp.) feces, sh-t; hell. 

milepost distance marker; concrete, obelisk-shaped, about eight- 
inches square at base by about 50-inches tall, placed on highway 
shoulder; GH 7 is Gaillard Highway mile 7; TH 3 is Thatcher 
Highway mile 3, etc. 

miles, comparable from New York to San Francisco by sailing 
around Cape Horn: 13,135 miles; by sailing through the Panama 
Canal: 5,262—distance saved 7,873 miles. 

Military Areas of Coordination as of October 1, 1979, 
locations in the Panama Canal Area sharing legal jurisdiction 
with Panama: Quarry Heights, Fort Amador, Gorgas Hospital, 
Curundu housing, Chiva Chiva, Summit Naval Radio Station, 
Empire Range, Fort Gulick, most DOD schools. 

Military Camp a sometimes description of CZ because of many 
military installations, as spoken of and written by US journalists, 
politicians, and CZ federal employees. 

Mindi Atlantic Side area along Bolivar Highway and Panama 
Railroad; the location of Mindi Dairy Farm and processing plant 
which supplied Panama Canal Company commissaries with 
fresh dairy products; Mindi Mill processed flour; also the name 
of a Canal dredge during construction period. 

minuto (Sp.) minute. 

Miraflores Bridge Pacific Side vehicle crossing; at Miraflores 
Locks, opened June 1942; two-lane, two-section, trussed steel 
swing span and elevated roadway connecting Gaillard Highway 
on east bank to Bruja Highway on west bank; closed October 
1962 after only 20 years service with opening of Thatcher Ferry 
Bridge several miles south; to be used in case of emergencies. 
Miraflores Spillway lake barrier; eight sluice gates control level 
of Miraflores Lake; on Pacific Side's east bank, at south end of 
Miraflores Lake; penstock is water source for turbine generators 
in adjacent hydroelectric power plant; lake water surplus flows 
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downstream into Río Grande diversion and merges with Canal's 
nearby approach channel (salt water) to Miraflores Locks. 
Miraflores Lake artificial body of fresh water; one mile long 
between Miraflores Locks and Pedro Miguel Locks, elevation 
54 feet above sea level; receives dumped water from Pedro 
Miguel Locks traffic. 

Miraflores Locks pair of two-lane locks; at north reach of 
Pacific Side entrance channel and at south shore of Miraflores 
Lake; lock chamber water source is Miraflores Lake; ship is 
raised in two lifts a total of 54 feet from Pacific Ocean level to 
Miraflores Lake (fresh water) level; for northbound transits next 
set of locks at nearby Pedro Miguel. 

Miraflores railroad tunnel required as part of Panama Railroad 
line relocation during construction era, begun in 1907; 736 feet 
long with single track, still in use in 1960; Pacific Side, east 
bank, near Miraflores Lake. 

mola Cuna Indian tapestry; of colorful multilayered cloth and 
embroidered designs, often of animals, a popular souvenir item 
for tourists. 

mold light light bulb; not shielded, always left on, to reduce 
growth of mold, especially on leather goods; built in to clothes 
closets, particularly near floor level; see hot closet. 

Monkey Hill see Mt. Hope Cemetery. 

monkey plum see jobo. 

mono (Sp.) monkey. 

Monroe Doctrine political philosophy; espoused in 1823 by US 
President James Monroe to oppose further European colonialism 
or military intervention in the independent nations of the 
Western Hemisphere. 

montaña (Sp.) high forested hills. 

monte (Sp.) dense bush, jungle. 

Monte Lirio Atlantic Side, east bank, small Panama Canal 
Railroad station on relocated line, 14 miles from Colón, at north 
end of Juan Gallegos Island. 

montuno (Sp.) costume; worn by male performers of Panama’s 
tamborito (Sp.) folk dance: white, long-sleeved, collared, loose- 
fitting shirt, white knee-length trousers, shallow straw hat, 
leather sandals, and chacara (Sp.) tote bag. 

moray eel fish; snake-like appearance, almost exclusively 
marine but several species live in brackish water; giant moray 
can grow almost ten feet in length, 70 pounds weight; small 
eyes, protruding snout, wide jaws, large teeth, thought of as 
particularly vicious or ill-tempered but is actually shy and 
secretive, attacking humans in self defense or mistaken identity. 
moreno (Sp.) brown, swarthy, dark-skinned person, but word 
often used in expression of affection. 

Morgan’s Garden botanical park; five miles north of Balboa, 
westside of Gaillard Highway, just past Corozal; garden (for 
flowers supplied to Ancon Greenhouse) started by Panama 
Canal employee Charles Morgan and wife Pat in 1930. 

Morgan, Henry (1635-1688) Welsh privateer, landowner, and 
mostly known for the sack of original city of Panama in 1671, 
was knighted (“Sir”) by British monarch thereafter and became 
lieutenant-governor of Jamaica. 

Morrison, Gran book store; on southeast corner of Fourth of 
July Avenue and J Street in Panama City, popular with Zonians. 
Morro, El islet connected to Taboga Island by short sandbar. 
Moscoso, Mireya (1946- ) Panamanian; widow of Arnulfo 
Arias, elected in 1999 as first female President of Panama. 
mosquito insect; small, midge-like flies, deadliest pest in the 
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tropics; female has tube-like mouthparts that suck blood and 
transmit extremely harmful infections such as malaria, yellow 
fever, West Nile virus. 

mosquito hawk night bird; nests primarily in coastal sand dunes 
and beaches, logged forests, burned forests, and eats flying 
insects almost exclusively, hunts mostly at dawn and dusk. 
mosquito repellant oily, yellow, pungent liquid lotion applied 
to the skin. 

MP Military Police, military policeman. 

Mr. and Mrs. used by young persons as respectful title when 
speaking to adults other than parents. 

Mount Chiriqui see Cerro Bart. 

Mt. Hope industrial area; Panama Railroad stop, on Atlantic 
Side's east bank; central supply point for most CZ Commissary 
goods; also warehouses, dairy products, meat-fish-poultry 
products, bottled products, textiles, printing, dry-dock, machine 
shops, electrical power generation, water treatment plant, motor 
transport, train locomotive round house; adjacent to Mt. Hope 
Cemetery and Rainbow City. 

Mt. Hope Cemetery burial site; on Atlantic Side's east bank, 
between Mt. Hope and Rainbow City; for roughly 1,300 
Americans involved in construction or operation of Canal, but 
roughly 37,000 including many French workers at this site are 
not American; originally called Monkey Hill for the many 
monkeys in the surroundings. 

muchacha, muchacho (Sp.) girl, boy. 

mucho (Sp.) much, plenty; too much. 

mudflats expansive, almost sea level, semi-swamp area on east 
side of Bruja Road between Cocoli and Rodman Naval Station; 
brownish-gray, thick, pliable mud can be pried out in sizable 
blocks and used for recreational sculpting; similar area near 
Gavilan in Balboa. 

muerto (Sp.) dead, deceased, defunct. 

mujer (Sp.) woman. 

mule electric-powered tractor; on single track with operator's 
cabs at each end; tethered by steel cables to both sides of ship, at 
least two tractors per side depending on ship size, to tow ship 
through lock chambers; first called donkeys. 

multa (Sp.) traffic fine. 

mulatto a person who has one white parent and one Negro 
parent. 

mundo (Sp.) world. 

murals paintings; on rotunda of CZ Administration Building 
depicting Canal construction. scenes, by New York artist 
William Van Ingen. 

Muse, Kurt American; businessman raised in Panama City 
where he had family residence; in 1987 began spying against 
Noriega regime via clandestine radio supplied by CIA, arrested 
in 1989 for covert anti-Noriega activity, jailed in the notorious 
Carcel Modelo in Panama City, rescued from his prison cell on 
December 20, 1989 by US Army Delta Force team and 
helicopter that then crash-landed in nearby street, final escape 
was carried out by Army armored personnel carrier (APC) 
removing Muse and helicopter crew from crash scene. 
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NAD Naval Ammunition Depot; across-the-highway annex to 
adjacent Rodman Naval Station; consists of underground 
ammunition bunkers, Marine Barracks, Marine Exchange, 
officers’ housing, and golf course. 

nada (Sp.) nothing. 

nadie (Sp.) no one, nobody. 

Naked And The Dead, The Hollywood movie 1958; filmed in 
Panama; Cliff Robertson, Raymond Massey, Aldo Ray star as 
Army men in the Pacific Theater of operations during WW II. 
йате (Sp.) starchy vegetable-tuber; yam, prepared like potato, a 
staple in the Panamanian diet. 

Napoli pizzeria; popular restaurant on Calle Estudiante (Sp.) in 
Panama City, reportedly making the best pizza with use of stone 
oven. 

Naos one of four small islands connected to Fort Amador by the 
Amador Causeway (breakwater); see Fortified Islands. 
Napoleon, Eddie (1937- ) CZ athlete born in Baltimore, 
Maryland; member of Balboa High School 1955 graduation 
class; Major League Baseball player with Cardinals and Pirates 
1956-1970, coached with Houston Astros in 1989 and NY 
Yankees in 1992-1993. 

Nashville, USS Navy cruiser; on November 2, 1903, arrived at 
Colon from her Caribbean station, skipper and crew preventing 
Colombian infantry troopers on November 3 from using the 
Panama Railroad to cross the isthmus, ensuring the success of 
revolutionaries in Panama City just 48 miles away. 

National Union Fire Insurance Company insurer, member of 
American Insurance Group/AIG; offering auto insurance 
exclusively to CZ residents, located on La Boca Road in Balboa. 
nautical mile unit of distance for sea and air navigation; equal 
to 1.15 statute miles. 

NAVY baseball team; for teenagers of Navy personnel and 
Navy civilians; home diamond Symington Field at Rodman 
NavSta; team name later changed to RODMAN. 

Navy Open House invitation; for general public to tour famous 
Navy ships in transit, at Pier 18 in Balboa, e.g., battleship USS 
Missouri, battleship USS New Jersey, aircraft carrier USS 
Midway, aircraft carrier USS Roosevelt. 

NCO or Non-com non-commissioned officer; enlisted man with 
any rank of sergeant in Army, Air Force, Marine Corps (Navy 
has no NCOs, only petty officers). 

NCO Club, Cocoli Army bar and grill; for non-commissioned 
officers, civilians welcome; located in former Cocoli Teen Club 
(previously bowling alley). 

New Bruja Road highway; on Pacific Side's west bank, 
concrete, two-lane, roughly 2.5 miles in length, between 
Thatcher Highway at south end and Cocoli at north end but may 
extend as far as Miraflores Locks. 

New Cristobal city expansion; between years 1917-1938, large 
residential section added to east side of Colón by expanding 
along Colón Beach, mostly over massive landfill on Manzanillo 
Island's swampland. 

Nicaragua considered in late 19% Century and early 20% 
Century by American public and US Congress as the preferred 
(closest) site for a canal in Central America, especially after the 
notorious French failure in Panama. 

Nicaragua Canal Commission see Walker Commission. 
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Nicaragua postage stamp showed erupting volcano on shore of 
Lake Nicaragua; mailed to US senators in May 1902 by Bunau- 
Varilla as proof that earthquake-prone Nicaragua canal was not 
preferable to one in Panama. 

negro (Sp.) color black; also a Panamanian Negro. 

fiequi (Sp.) or agouti; rodent, weighs three to five pounds, has 
main coat of reddish coloration and lighter underparts, holds 
food in front paws while sitting upright on hindquarters; flesh 
highly prized by native hunters; often sighted in Quarry Heights 
area and Ancon Hill's forested slopes. 

nimbus cloud one that produces precipitation. 

ninguno (Sp.) no one, nobody. 

ninth parallel circle of latitude nine degrees north of the 
equator, crossing RP and uppermost region of South America. 
Nixon, Richard M. (1913-1994) 37% President of the US from 
1969 to August 9, 1974, Vice President during two terms (1953- 
1961) of President Dwight Eisenhower; in 1958 during goodwill 
trip through Latin-America, Nixon's car was overturned by 
angry mob in Caracas, Venezuela, demonstrating that relations 
between US and Latin-America had reached its lowest point in 
years; appointed Ellsworth Bunker in 1973 to conduct new 
treaty negotiations with Panama. 

noche (Sp.) night, the night, hours of darkness. 

NO FUMAR (Sp.) NO SMOKING sign. 

Nombre de Diós (Sp.) meaning name of God; Spanish colonial 
settlement on Caribbean cost of RP, founded 1510 by Diego de 
Nicuesa; almost due north of Panama City, 35 miles east of 
Colón; as of year 1963 the oldest continually populated town in 
the Americas; most significant shipping port in Spanish colonies 
between 1540-1580; because of unhealthy swamp area and 
difficulty in fortifying against sea and land attack, was replaced 
in importance by Puerto Bello (Portobelo) around 1595. 

noon siren emergency alarm horn; on front of Cocoli clubhouse, 
high wail signaling mid-day hour, 12:00 noon; most CZ 
townsites had such sirens. 

Noriega, Manuel Antonio (1934- ) Panamanian; politician, 
nickname "Pineapple face"; career army officer educated at 
military academy in Peru and US Army School of the Americas 
in Fort Gulick, CZ; supported Omar Torrijos in 1968-1969 
presidential crisis and was promoted to lieutenant-colonel for 
loyalty; worked as CIA operative from late 1950s to 1980s 
backing counter-insurgency forces in Central and South 
America with weapons, military equipment, and cash; after 
death of Omar Torrijos in a mysterious July 1981 plane crash in 
Panama, he remained a senior officer in the Guardia Nacional, 
becoming Chief of Staff; in 1982 he renamed the Guardia the 
Panama Defense Forces or PDF; in August 1983 he promoted 
himself to full general; from 1983 to 1989 his political and 
military dictatorship as Maximum Leader of the Republic of 
Panama/Commanding Officer of the PDF frustrated the US, and 
many in Panama wanted him out of office and democracy 
restored; he was indicted by Miami grand jury in February 1988 
on eleven counts of cocaine trafficking; several coup attempts 
against him failed; he voided the presidential election of May 
1989; on December 15, 1989 he proclaimed that RP was in a 
state of war with the US; after the PDF killing of an American 
Marine officer on December 16, 1989, President George H.W. 
Bush ordered the execution of Operation Just Cause and the 
capture of Noriega, beginning December 20; he was flown to 
Miami in January 1990 as a prisoner of war, faced trial for drug 
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trafficking, racketeering, and money laundering and was 
sentenced in 1992 to 40 years in US federal prison; in 1995 the 
Panama Government convicted him in absentia on murder 
charges; in 1999 the French Government convicted him in 
absentia for money laundering; see Operation Just Cause. 
northbound direction of transit through Canal; for ship sailing 
from Pacific Ocean to Atlantic Ocean, from Panama Bay to 
Limon Bay, southbound in opposite direction. 

norther damaging Caribbean winds; see breakwater. 

North Star Polaris; in Ursa Minor constellation also known as 
the Little Dipper. 

November 3 Independence Day in RP; breakaway from 
Colombia in 1903 by armed, but peaceful, revolution with 
assistance of the United States; Día de la Independencia (Sp.). 
November 11 Armistice Day 1918, ending the Great War. 
nümeros, los (Sp.) numbers; one through ten: uno, dos, tres, 
cuatro, cinco, seis, siete, ocho, nueve, diez. 

nunca (Sp.) never, at no time. 


О 


Oajeta Bay Atlantic Side, east bank, between Bohio Peninsula, 
and Frijoles Bay Peninsula. 

observatory sky telescope; dome-covered structure on small 
promontory on Pacific Side's east bank, at south end of 
Miraflores Lake, just past Fort Clayton; access road connects to 
Gaillard Highway. 

ocelot jungle cat; small, spotted, exotic. 

Ocelots see Fastlich League. 

officer military official; with regular, reserve, or warrant 
commission from President to lead enlisted grades, having 
ranks O-1 through O-11 and WO-1 through CW-5. 

Officers? Club social bar-restaurant; for armed forces ranks of 
second-lieutenant through general, found throughout CZ on 
military installations; high-ranking civilians, VIPs welcomed as 
guests; often the scene of school proms, special receptions, and 
other gala events. 

Officers' Country restricted area; section of ship or shore 
installation where enlisted men are not permitted unless on duty. 
Officer of the Day (OD) usually junior officer; military official 
given limited authority and responsibility for maintaining order 
and discipline in a unit or military installation. 

oil-drip barrel used in mosquito control; oil-filled container 
placed over ditch or stream where mosquito larvae formed, 
depriving the subjects of air. 

ojalá (Sp.) I wish, let it be, may it happen, I hope. 


Old Bruja Road abandoned roadway; curved, narrow, blacktop 
road between Cocoli and Rousseau, heavily encroached by 
second-growth jungle. 

Old Panama or Panamá la Vieja historic ruins; of original 
Spanish colonial Panama City; sacked, plundered, and burned by 
English pirate Henry Morgan in 1671; Cathedral of Saint 
Augustine the most prominent landmark. 

oligarchy government by the few; such as one controlled by 
long-established wealthy families with commercial control and 
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large property holdings; monopolistic business groups, strong 
military leaders; Panama's government often described this way. 
olive drab Army green-brown paint color. 

O’Meara, Andrew Р. (1907-2005) US Army four-star general, 
Commander-in-Chief of United States Southern Command 
(SOUTHCOM) in CZ from 1961-1965, which period included 
the Flag Riots of January 1964. 

ONE WA Y-UNA VIA English-Spanish traffic sign. 

Operation Friendship forget-and-forgive program; to allow 
Panama and Zone officials to heal wounds and restore friendship 
after the riots of 1959; this program wrecked by Flag Riots of 
1964. 

Operation Just Cause historic US military intervention in 
Panama from December 20, 1989 to January 31, 1990, first 
designated Operation Blue Spoon; the mission's four objectives 
were (1) protecting US citizens in the CZ (2) protecting the 
Panama Canal (3) restoring Panamanian democracy (4) 
defeating and apprehending Manuel A. Noriega; overwhelming 
US military force of 26,000 deployed against Noriega and his 
Panama Defense Forces (PDF), overthrowing his dictatorship 
(unofficially December 1983 to December 1989) and installing 
President Guillermo Endara, First Vice President Guillermo, and 
Second Vice President Ricardo Calderón; the Maximum 
Leader's surrender as prisoner of war on January 3, 1990 landed 
him in a Miami jail (indicted 1988 by grand jury in Miami) on 
money laundering and drug-related charges, still facing further 
criminal prosecution in Panama including at least one murder; 
US military killed in action 23, US military wounded 347, 
American civilians in CZ killed 3 (Gertrude K. Helin, Richard 
Paul, Raymond Dregseth), PDF soldiers killed in action 372 
confirmed but some estimates several hundred higher; 
Panamanian civilians killed estimated 500 to 1,000 but actual 
number highly debatable. 

Operation Sovereignty political protest; on November 3, 1959 
University of Panama students led by Foreign Minister Aquilino 
Boyd (seeking nomination for President) planted Panamanian 
flags during Sovereignty March in the CZ (a peaceful invasion) 
and withdrew orderly, but some vandalism occurred at the US 
Embassy in Panama City; a similar, smaller scale protest took 
place іп May 1958 when many riot-inclined Panamanian 
students clashed head-on with the unyielding Guardia Nacional 
in Panama City. 

Orange Kist carbonated beverage; team of the American 
Legion Baseball League on Pacific Side. 

orchid largest family of exotic flowering plants; related to 
bananas, palms, lilies, preferring tropical or subtropical regions, 
often attaching to trees or rocks. 

Orchid Gardens botanical garden at the base of Administration 
Building (Ancon Hill), behind Balboa Elementary School, with 
walking path, flowering plants, and small fish ponds. 

Order of the Governor, By directive, decree; commanded by 
highest official in CZ, often posted on public signs. 

Oregon, USS Navy battleship; during Spanish-American War, 
ordered on March 18, 1898 to sail full speed from San Francisco 
for action against Spain in Cuban waters, the voyage around 
Cape Horn lasting 67 days; the 12,000 mile trip would have 
been about 4,000 miles had there been a canal in Panama, thus 
the necessity of an ocean to ocean canal took on the highest 
military importance in Washington, DC. 
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Organization of American States or OAS association of 
American nations; founded in 1948, it links US with other 
Western Hemisphere (not Canada) countries in a community 
designed to achieve peace, security, and prosperity for all; its 
governing body is the General Assembly; operates as a regional 
agency within the United Nations; on December 22, 1989, three 
days after the start of Operation Just Cause, the OAS strongly 
denounced the US military intervention in Panama. 

oro (Sp.) gold. 

Ortega, Daniel see Sandinista-Contra War. 

ortiga (Sp.) see pica pica. 

otoe (Sp.) starchy yam-like vegetable; prepared like potato. 
Other Side Atlantic Side; name preferred by those living on the 
Pacific Side, not to be taken as derogatory. 

Owl Show movie; late showing at Balboa and Diablo theaters. 


P 


Pacific Ocean South Sea or Southern Sea; discovered by 
conquistador-explorer Vasco Nuñez de Balboa in 1513; renamed 
Pacific for its calm waters. 

Pacific Ocean beaches in RP west of Panama City, short list: 
Vera Cruz, Gorgona, Nueva Gorgona, Coronado, San Carlos, 
Río Mar, del Palmar, Grande, Santa Clara, de la Venta; in the 
Canal Zone: Amador Beach, Farfan Beach, Kobbe Beach, 
Venado Beach (Atlantic Ocean beaches not listed). 

Pacific Side or Pacific Terminal southern sector of CZ; 
roughly from townsite of Gamboa to end of Amador Causeway; 
also called the Good Side; note: Pacific entrance to Canal is 
about 27 miles east of Atlantic entrance; see Atlantic Side. 
Pacific Softball League players employed by Panama Canal 
Co. and businesses in Panama City, sponsored by agencies such 
as Deltona Corp., CZ Police; also known as the Beer League 
because of the kegs consumed each game. 

Pacific sunrise-Atlantic sunset example: one half of Bay of 
Panama in Pacific Ocean lies south and east of Panama City, 
thus sun can be seen rising from the Pacific; Caribbean Sea in 
Atlantic Ocean lies north and west of Colón, thus sun can be 
seen setting in the Atlantic. 

Pacific Theater Arts Center amateur theatrical association 
located in Curundu in former clubhouse. 

Pacific tide generally, 22 feet between high and low water; 
contrast with Atlantic tide. 

Padilla one of two Colombian gunboats in the Bay of Panama 
during week of Panama's revolution against Colombia. 

padrino (Sp.) godfather. 

pájaro (Sp.) bird; sissy, pansy. 

palabra (Sp.) word; promise. 

palanca (Sp.) boat pole, lever. 

palancaman (Sp) or palanquero (Sp.) boatman; Panamanian 
employee of Panama Canal Company with special skills in 
sailing, or poling, dugout canoe into isolated areas of Gatun 
Lake for field and water inspections. 

paleta (Sp.) man street vendor; pushes insulated cart, rings a 
bell, sells ice cream bars on sticks and frozen popsicles called 
paletas, in Panama City. 
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palindrome word spelled backward and having same meaning, 
e.g., pup, toot, mom, noon. 

palm frond sleds see cardboard sleds. 

Palma Media Island Atlantic Side, east bank, in Manzanillo 
Bay between Galeta Island and Fort Randolph. 

palm nut or pivá (Sp.) or pejivalle (Sp.) or chonta (Sp.) 
tropical fruit; individual nut grows in large grape-like clusters on 
spined palm (palma chonta-Sp.), about the size of a plum; has 
thin orange-red skin, flesh has color and texture of raw 
pumpkin; marble-size seed is black, oily, coconut-flavored; fruit 
should be boiled before eaten, commonly sold in small bags by 
street vendors; can be served as hors d'oeuvre, peeled, 
quartered, embellished with salad dressing, speared with 
toothpick. 

palo (Sp.) stick, club, tree. 

paloma (Sp.) dove. 

Palomas see Fastlich League. 

Palo Seco (Sp.) leper colony; Pacific Side, west bank, meaning 
Dry Stick or Dry Tree, coastal community between Farfan 
Beach and Kobbe Beach, established April 1907 as Palo Seco 
Leper Asylum, closed 1972. 

pampas grass flowering plant; native to southern South 
America including Pampas Region; tall, thick, flowers grow as 
dense white plumage. 

pan (Sp.) bread. 

pan líquido (Sp.) slang expression for hard liquor. 

Panabá (Sp.) Indian word reportedly heard by exploring 
Spaniards, perhaps confused with Panamá. 

PANAGRA or Pan American-Grace Airways commercial 
airline joint venture between Pan-American World Airways and 
Grace Shipping Company; operated 1929 to 1969 between 
Panama and cities in South America. 

Panahoochie (slang) Panamanian; word often used in jest but 
sometimes as contemptuous slur on nationality. 

Panamá word of indigenous (Indian) origin; legend is Spaniards 
exploring the isthmus believed it (or similar-sounding word) 
meant land of, or place of, many fish or abundance of fish. 
Panama Beer light lager; most aggressive marketer, bottled in 
Panama City. 

Panama, Republic of Central American nation; geographical 
location along ninth parallel, just above the equator; lies 
between Costa Rica on west and Colombia on east, Atlantic 
Ocean on north and Pacific Ocean on south; gained 
independence from Colombia on November 3, 1903 with 
recognition by US on November 6; estimated population in 
1960: 1,075, 541, most concentrated in/near city of Colon and 
Panama City; 29,209 sq mi in size, about size of state of South 
Carolina; 450 mi from east to west and 130 mi from north to 
south; member of United Nations since 1945; member of 
Organization of American States; the Panama Canal its greatest 
geographic and economic asset; government has three branches: 
Executive with President and two Vice-Presidents, Legislative 
Assembly, and Supreme Court. 

Panama American, The newspaper; published daily in English 
in Panama City, first printed in 1925 by American Nelson 
Rounsevell; Spanish edition was El Panama America. 

Pan-Am Building commercial office occupied by Panama 
American Airlines on Fourth of July Avenue in Panama City; 
destroyed by vandalism and arson fire set by Panamanians (six 
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died inside from burns and smoke inhalation) during the Flag 
Riots of January 1964. 

Panama Canal ocean to ocean waterway across the isthmus of 
Panama in Central America; Eighth Wonder of the World, first 
envisioned by Spanish conquistadors in early 1500s; French 
construction efforts 1880-1894 and 1894-1899 ended in failure; 
canal completed between March 4, 1904 and August 15, 1914 
by United States Army Corps of Engineers for international, 
neutral maritime commerce, linking Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans, approx 50 miles distance between oceans; located about 
600 miles north of Equator; distance saved from New York to 
San Francisco 7,873 miles; channel runs generally from Atlantic 
to Pacific in southeasterly direction, not north-south. 

Panama Canal Act signed by President Taft on August 24, 
1912 provided for the opening, maintenance, protection, 
operation, and sanitation of the Canal and the government of the 
CZ; also authorized the President by Executive Order to end the 
activities of the Isthmian Canal Commission when the Canal 
construction neared completion. 

Panama Canal Area or Canal Area geographical remnant of 
CZ; beginning October 1, 1979 when RP given legal- 
jurisdictional-physical possession and authority over CZ land 
reverted (transferred) by terms of Carter-Torrijos Treaties; with 
CZ Government and its governorship being abolished, Major- 
General Dennis McAuliffe was appointed its first Administrator; 
the Area continued to shrink in size until December 31, 1999 
when Panama had complete physical possession and total 
national sovereignty over the former CZ; see Reversion. 
Panama Canal Commission independent US Government 
agency comprised initially of an American Administrator and a 
Panamanian Deputy Administrator and their nine staff members 
(five Americans, four Panamanians) to begin managing October 
1, 1979 in accordance with the terms of the new Panama Canal 
Treaty and with respect to management, operation, and 
maintenance (not governmental or commercial functions) of the 
Canal from October 1, 1979 through December 31, 1999, the 
numbers of Americans and Panamanians changing, or rotating, 
over that transition period; the Commission formally abolished 
the CZ Government and the Panama Canal Company; from 
October 1, 1979 until December 31, 1989 the American 
Administrator was US Army Lt. General Dennis .P. McAuliffe, 
the Panamanian Deputy Administrator was Fernando Manfredo 
Jr—the first five American staff members were Michael 
Blumenfeld, John A. Bushnell, John Clark, Clifford O'Hara, and 
William Sidell; the first four Panamanian staff members were 
Edwin Fábrega, Alberto Huertematte, Ricardo A. Rodriguez, 
and Tomás Paredes. 

Panama Canal Company corporation of US Government; 
financially self-supporting, non-profit, created by Congress in 
1950 as replacement for Panama Railroad Company to 
administer day to day operation of the Panama Canal waterway; 
responsible for Canal activities such as navigation, dredging, 
locks, engineering; for Commercial activities such as terminals, 
railroad, SS Line, finance, utilities, commissary, supply, hotels, 
clubhouses, industrial bureau; for Housing activities such as 
employee quarters; see CZ Government. 

Panama Canal Company Directory telephone listings; Section 
I: General Information; Section II/blue pages: Panama Canal 
listings and other US Government Agency listings; Section 
III/Pink pages: CZ Government Hospitals and Mental Health 
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Panama Pacific International Exposition 


Center; Section IV/yellow pages: Classified listings; Back 
Section: Holidays, Train Timetable, Maps, Calendar, PML 
Procedures. 

Panama Canal, cost of $310 million for US construction, $40 
million for French effort, $10 million for Panama's expenses, 
$20 million for US for sanitation—total cost $380 million. 
Panama Canal Line three-ship passenger-cargo fleet; primary 
port for 57 years was New York City but changed to New 
Orleans in 1961. 

Panama Canal Museum founded March 1998 in Seminole, 
Florida by Joe Wood, Betty LeDoux-Morris, and Charles W. 
Hummer to preserve the history of the American era 1903-1999 
in the CZ. 

Panama Canal Review, The official publication of Panama 
Canal Company; first issue May 1950, published monthly in 
1950s, quarterly in 1960s. 

Panama Canal Society begun in 1932 as Panama Canal Society 
of Florida to bring together individuals and their descendants 
who served in the construction, operation, maintenance, and 
defense of the Panama Canal; many events organized for the 
purpose of promoting benefits of its members, perpetuating 
lasting friendships, arranging social affairs and meetings, and 
providing information about federal legislation which may affect 
their welfare. 

Panama Canal Zone unofficial name; commonly used to refer 
to CZ or area surrounding the Panama Canal; US Congress in 
1904, however, did not designate its newly leased land area in 
Central America by including the name of host country, i.e., 
Panama. 

Panama City or la Ciudad de Panamá (Sp.) capital of 
Republic of Panama; located on Bay of Panama in Gulf of 
Panama, Pacific Ocean; founded by Spanish in 1673 after total 
destruction of original city in 1671; est. population in. 1960: 
273,440; sister city is Colón on Atlantic Ocean side, 
approximately 50 miles away. 

Panama disease fungal pathogen; attacks the root of banana 
plant causing leaves to yellow and wilt; resistant to fungicide, 
cannot be controlled chemically, first discovered in Panama; 
from the late 1800s until end of WW II only the Gros Michel 
specie of banana was cultivated, but the disease devastated its 
production; the resistant Cavendish banana was introduced as its 
replacement, but even it is threatened by new strains of the 
disease. 

Panama flag national banner; rectangle of four equal quarters: 
upper left: blue star on white field...upper right: solid red field... 
lower left: solid blue field...lower right: red star on white field. 
Panama hat stylish men's tropical hat made in Ecuador, not in 
Panama as commonly believed; see sombrero de Penonomé. 
Panama Insurance team in American Legion Baseball League 
on CZ Pacific Side. 

Panama Line three sister ships: 58 Panama, SS Ancon, and SS 
Cristobal providing round-trip passage for Pan-Canal employees 
from CZ to New York City, later to New Orleans; additionally, 
for those employees they also transported vehicles, household 
goods, boats, mail for CZ post office, Christmas trees, 
foodstuffs, clothing, wide range of general merchandise for 
commissaries and clubhouses. 

Panama Pacific International Exposition opened February 20, 
1915 in San Francisco in celebration of the opening of the 
Panama Canal, a working scale model of the Canal a highlight. 
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Panama Railroad 


Panama Railroad transisthmian railway; of 47.6 miles that runs 
roughly parallel to Panama Canal, linking Atlantic Ocean to 
Pacific Ocean (city of Colón to Panama City); with Colombia's 
permission begun May 1850 by three American private 
entrepreneurs, namely William H. Aspinwall, John L. Stephens, 
Henry Chauncy and considered first-ever transcontinental 
railway when completed in January 1855; utilized extensively 
during construction of Canal, then relocated entirely on east 
bank to prevent damage by creation of Gatun Lake; Panama City 
to Colón time approx 1.5 hours. 

Panama Red strain of marijuana. 

Panama's revolutionary delegation three men; in Washington, 
DC in November 1903 to draft canal treaty with US: Manuel 
Amador, Frederico Boyd, and Carlos Arosamena; the Hay- 
Bunau-Varilla Treaty had already been signed on November 18 
by US Secretary of State John Hay and Bunau-Varilla, Panama's 
first ambassador (Envoy Extraordinary апа Minister 
Plenipotentiary to the Government of the United States of 
America). 

Panama, SS see Panama Line. 

Panamax Panama's designation for ships having maximum 
dimensions (beam) for Canal's locks chamber width of 110 feet; 
post-Panamax is designation for ships that are too large for 
regular transit. 

Panama Viejo (Sp.) or Panama La Vieja (Sp.) ruins of Spanish 
colonial City of Panama; built in 1519, destroyed 1671 by 
English pirate Henry Morgan; top tourist attraction in Panama 
City. 

Panamanian Air Force (derogatory) buzzards; in 20" Century, 
Panama has twentieth-rate defense force over her tropical skies. 
Pan-American Airways or Pan-Am primary and largest 
international air carrier in the US until its collapse in 1991. 
Pan-American Building Airways offices in Panama City that 
were burned and looted during the 1964 Flag Riots, and in 
which several Panamanians reportedly suffocated from smoke 
inhalation. 

Pan-American Highway or Inter-American Highway; 
approximately 30,000 miles total length, from Alaska to Buenos 
Aires in Argentina; in Panama called La Carettera Nacional; see 
Darien Gap. 

Pan-Canal refers to or relates to Panama Canal Company; e.g., 
Pan-Canal employee, Pan-Canal housing. 

panga (Sp.) small boat, row boat. 

pan liquido (Sp. slang) “liquid bread,” liquor, spirits. 
pantalones (Sp.) pants, trousers. 

papa (Sp.) potato. 

papa (Sp.) father. 

Papal Nuncio or Nunciatura Vatican ambassador’s residence 
in Punta Paitilla suburb of Panama City; dictator Manuel 
Noriega given temporary political asylum there by the Papal 
Nuncio, Monsignor Jose Laboa. 

papaya tropical fruit; called “fruit of angels” by Christopher 
Columbus; small as softball to larger than football, spherical or 
pear-shaped, thin pear-like outer skin, orange colored flesh, 
inner cavity has many black, round seeds; native to Mexico, 
Central America, and South America; usually served chilled and 
sliced like cantaloupe. 

paquete (Sp.) person with little or no athletic skills. 

parada, la the stop, bus stop, stop the bus. 
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Pearl Islands 


Paraiso (Sp.) Pan-Canal townsite; on Pacific Side's east bank, 
near south entrance to Culebra Cut, for Local-Rate employees; 
also site of French Cemetery. 

Paraiso High School serving its townsite. 

parakeet bird; parrot, only much smaller, flocking wave-like 
sometimes at low level in large, noisy numbers; often kept as 
chattering caged pet. 

parque central see plaza central. 

Parrakeet, The newspaper published by Balboa High School 
students; in 1950s the name was as above, but over years the 
name was spelled Parakeet, then back to Parrakeet. 

parrot bird; found in most tropical and subtropical regions; 
greatest diversity in South America and Australasia; features 
include strong, curved, broad bill, upright stance, strong legs, 
clawed feet, vivid colorization; most intelligent of birds can live 
to 80 years. 

partido (Sp.) political party. 

party-line telephone system in which ring tone may alert more 
than one user; etiquette requires not listening to conversation of 
others. 

pasaporte (Sp.) passport; Government-issued document for 
international travel. 

Paso de Canoa (Sp.) or Paso Canoas (Sp.) shared border town; 
located on Pan-American Highway, on Panama side (Chiriqui 
Province) and on Costa Rica side (Punta Arenas Province); both 
nations have customs-inspection stations. 

pass-in-review parade of military units in front of officers and 
VIPs; marching past a reviewing stand after presentation of 
awards, certificates, decorations, streamers, citations, unit 
inspections; usually accompanied by field marching band. 
patacones (Sp.) green plantains; peeled, sliced, fried, pressed 
into flat discs, refried; called tostones (Sp.) in Cuba and Puerto 
Rico. 

patrón (Sp.) owner; boss, benefactor. 

pavo (Sp.) turkey. 

payroll classifications for US Government employees; see 
Gold-Rate, US-Rate, Silver-Rate, Local-Rate. 

Paz, Robert 1*-lieutenant USMC; shot and killed in Panama 
City on December 16, 1989 in CZ vehicle carrying three other 
USMC junior officers, while unexpectedly stopped at roadblock 
manned by menacing PDF troopers, only four days before start 
of Operation Just Cause. 

PCS (military) Permanent Change of Station (duty station). 
PDF/ Panamanian Defense Forces or Fuerzas de Defensa de 
Panama the reorganized, combined (c.1981) Guardia Nacional 
military and police forces under command of dictator Manuel 
Noriega, forces mostly used for political control rather than 
national defense or law enforcement; abolished in February 
1990 upon conclusion of Operation Just Cause; see PPF. 

Peace Corps, U.S. social and economic development program; 
established by President Kennedy in 1961 and run by US 
Government to assist foreign nations; American volunteers 
work with governments, non-governmental organizations, 
schools, non-profit organizations, and local entrepreneurs to 
help underdeveloped countries meet their needs. 

Pearl Islands or Archipielago De Las Perlas (Sp.) group of 
200 or more islands about 50 miles off Pacific coast of Panama, 
in Gulf of Panama, largest is Isla Del Rey; discovered and 
named by Vasco Nufiez de Balboa in 1513. 
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Pedro de Arias de Ávila 


Pedro de Arias de Ávila (1468-1531) or Pedrarias Dávila 
Spanish conquistador and administrator; superseded Vasco 
Núñez de Balboa as Governor of Darien in 1514, became 
Balboa's father-in-law by giving a daughter in marriage (by 
proxy), founder of Panama City in 1519, responsible for trial 
and execution of Balboa in 1517. 

Pedro Miguel or Peter Michael (slang) or Peter MaGill 
(slang) Pan-Canal townsite; Pacific Side, east bank, on Gaillard 
Highway, northeast shore of Miraflores Lake, with train station; 
just north of Local-Rate townsite of Red Tank. 

Pedro Miguel Ferry cross-Canal traffic link on Pacific Side at 
north end of Pedro Miguel Locks from 1914 until 1932, when 
operation of Thatcher Ferry commenced; see Thatcher Ferry. 
Pedro Miguel Locks pair of two-lane locks at north end of 
Miraflores Lake, adjacent to Pedro Miguel townsite; ship is 
raised one lift (28+ feet) to established sailing level (85 ft) of 
Culebra Cut and Gatun Lake; Red Tank townsite close by. 
pelado (Sp.) or pela’o (Sp. contraction) penniless person, a 
nobody, to be financially broke; also refers to young boy, a 
street urchin. 

pelota (Sp.) ball used in athletic sports. 

Рейа Blanca Bay Atlantic Side, west bank, on west side of 
Barro Colorado Island and adjacent to Canal channel. 

pendejo (Sp.) jerk, idiot, fool, ignoramus. 

Pepsi man truck route salesman; selling Pepsi-Cola door to door 
in cases of 24 bottles, weekly delivery throughout most CZ 
townsites. 

per diem daily financial allowance for certain expenses incurred 
such as meals, lodging, transportation. 

perfume tree from East India with height of up to 40 feet, 
common throughout CZ, produces a valuable oil distilled from 
the strongly fragrant droopy 3-inch to 5-inch yellow flowers, 
also called ilang-ilang tree. 

perico (Sp.) parakeet. 

Perico one of four small islands connected to Fort Amador by 
the Amador Causeway; see Fortified Islands. 

Pericos see Fastlich League. 

periódico (Sp.) newspaper. 

perro (Sp.) canine, dog. 

Pershing, John J. (1860-1948) US Army officer; General of the 
Army (four gold stars) and Commander of the American 
Expeditionary Force (AEF) in France during World War I; 
wrote after visit to the CZ in 1925: “...enjoyed this opportunity 
to see the Canal and to gain some idea of the remarkable 
achievement of American engineers and sanitary experts 
connected with its construction and present operation...have 
been particularly impressed with the splendid personnel..."; his 
car was stoned by an angry Panamanian mob as he left the 
Union Club in Panama City (to return to his ship) because the 
US Army wanted more land in the CZ for defense sites. 

persona (Sp.) person, individual. 

persona non grata Government's declared status of person 
unacceptable or unwelcome; federal employee tossed, kicked, 
expelled, deported, thrown, evicted, ordered out of CZ. 

ре$ийа (Sp.) meager portion, tidbit. 

petty officer Navy enlisted grades E-4 through E-9. 

pequeño (Sp.) small, little, petite. 

phonetic alphabet: Joint Army-Navy 1941-1956: Able, Baker, 
Charlie, Dog, Easy, Fox, George, How, Item, Jig, King, Love, 
Mike, Nan, Oboe, Peter, Queen, Roger, Sugar, Tare, Uncle, 
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polio shot 


Victor, William, X-ray, Yoke, Zebra; NATO 1957 to present: 
Alfa, Bravo, Charlie, Delta, Echo, Foxtrot, Golf, Hotel, India, 
Juliett, Kilo, Lima, Mike, November, Oscar, Papa, Quebec, 
Romeo, Sierra, Tango, Uniform, Victor, Whiskey, X-ray, 
Yankee, Zulu. 

pica pica (Sp.) itch-itch; low-growing shrub like ortiga (Sp.) 
with appearance similar to tomato plant, but having soft, sticky, 
short, prickly, toxic white hairs causing itching and sometimes 
painful rash on human skin. 

picante (Sp.) refers to hot, spicy flavor; like salsa picante, or 
habanero pepper sauce. 

Pier 18 main pier in Balboa Harbor. 

piloto (Sp.) pilot. 

рійа (Sp.) pineapple. 

Рійа Atlantic Side, west bank, small coastal township in Colon 
Province, just west of CZ boundary where Río Рїйа empties into 
Caribbean Sea; a popular watering hole for Atlantic Side 
residents. 

Рійа Beach Atlantic Side, west bank, on Caribbean coast not far 
from Fort San Lorenzo. 

Рїйа River begins near northwest bank of Gatun Lake and 
empties near Pifia township оп the Caribbean coast. 

pindín (Sp.) informal get-together for music, dancing, drinking, 
especially in rural areas of RP. 

pintura (Sp.) paint. 

pipa (Sp.) green coconut. 

piragua (Sp.) pirogue, native dugout (wood log) canoe. 

pivá (Sp.) see palm nut. 

Plan of the Day posted schedule of day's activities; at Navy 
shore installation or ship at sea. 

plantain or plátano (Sp.) fruit similar to banana in growth and 
appearance; not edible raw, can be cooked green or ripe, a staple 
of Panamanian diet, dubbed “female banana" by Curtis L Berg. 
plata (Sp.) silver; money. 

playa (Sp.) beach, seashore. 

plaza central centralized park or public square; Spanish 
colonial design of streets called for church and square to be 
located in the main part of town, government buildings near by. 
Plaza Cinco de Mayo (Sp.) pubic monument; in Panama City, 
large statue honoring six heroic young volunteer firemen losing 
their lives on May 5, 1914, fighting an explosive blaze in the 
city; located within traffic circle in front of Hotel Internacional 
on Avenida Central. 

PML Personnel Movement Limitation; procedures providing 
guidance to control movements of US personnel and their 
dependents when local situation dictates, mandated by DOD 
after coup attempt against Noriega failed in October 1989; PML 
Alpha—normal condition, exercise caution and avoid potentially 
hostile crowds; PML Bravo—do not wear uniforms or drive 
private vehicles in Panama, stay out of Panama during 1800- 
0600 hours; PML Charlie—enter Panama only on official 
business; PML Delta—American residents in Panama to remain 
in their homes and prepare to evacuate to CZ on short notice. 
poco (Sp.) small amount, insufficient; little by little, slowly. 
pogeybait USMC slang: candy bars, chewing gum, sweet 
snacks; equivalent of Navy's gedunk. 

police station CZ Police substation in Cocoli, lockup cells. 
policía (Sp.) police. 

polio shot vaccination; against polio, given at school, later taken 
orally. 
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pollera (Sp.) national costume of Panama; woman's large, one- 
piece, homemade skirt worn mostly during traditional festivals 
and folkloric celebrations; made of cotton or wool, having 
numerous colorful, embroidered designs and decorations. 
pollera slippers dancing shoes; crudely made with stiff sole and 
suede upper, available in several bright colors but usually black, 
and when wet (as in rainy season) the suede dye runs and stains 
the feet; once а favorite footwear of Zonian girls. 

pollo (Sp.) spring (frying) chicken. 

Poinciana, Royal or Flame Tree one of most strikingly 
beautiful trees in the world; can grow to 40 feet height; like a 
huge umbrella, it bursts into dense clusters of orange or scarlet 
blossoms in early spring that last until late summer; one in five 
petals of each flower is white. 

Pop Shop, The popular radio program; playing call-in song 
requests and dedications on СЕМ Radio station in Fort Clayton. 
poncho rain-protective body covering; foldable, one-piece, 
impermeable fabric with hole cut-out for head, issued mostly to 
infantry troopers, sometimes has colored camouflage pattern. 
poquito (Sp.) a little bit. 

por favor (Sp.) please. 

por supuesto (Sp.) certainly, of course, obviously, without a 
doubt. 

Portobello or Porto Bello or Porto Belo or Portobelo 
Caribbean port; in Colon Province, Panama; founded 1597 by 
Spanish as commercial center for export of Peruvian gold and 
silver to the Crown, replaced Nombre de Dios in importance in 
that year. 

port or port side left side. 

portable fever cage rectangular screened enclosure; used during 
Canal construction by quarantine division at Ancon Hospital to 
isolate and treat individual yellow fever victims. 

posts stilts, columns, pillars; of rough-sawn wood or concrete 
that support building above; typically placed on slab at carport 
level for wood frame structures, creosoted before installation. 
Postum once popular coffee substitute; made of roasted wheat 
bran, wheat, and molasses, developed in 1912. 

Powell, Colin L. (1937- ) career soldier for 35 years; US Army 
four-star general, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 1989- 
1993, in that position during Operation Just Cause in Panama 
and the First Gulf War in Iraq. 

PPF/Panamanian Public Forces or Fuerza Publica the 
nation's primary civil police force upon abolition of dictator 
Manuel Noriega's army following Operation Just Cause. 
pre-Columbian before Columbus, prior to 1492. 

prehensile tail animal tail; adapted to fully grasp and hold 
objects, found exclusively on New World monkeys, best 
examples being spider monkeys, howler monkeys, woolly 
monkeys. 

prensa, la (Sp.) the written news media, the press. 

Prensa, La newspaper; published daily, Panama City's leading 
Spanish language newspaper, or periódico (Sp.). 

presidencia, la (Sp.) the presidency, president's mansion in 
Casco Viejo section of Panama City. 

presidents of Panama (short list) Manuel Amador 1904-1908; 
Belisario Porras 1912-1916; Arnulfo Arias 1949-1951; 
Alcibiades Arosamena 1951-1952; José Remón 1952-1955; 
Ricardo Arías 1955-1956; Ernesto de la Guardia 1956-1960; 
Roberto Chiari 1960-1964; Marco Robles 1964-1968; Arnulfo 
Arías 1968-1968; José Fabrega 1968-1969; Bolivar Parilla 
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Punta Paitilla Airport 


1968-1969; Demetrio Lakas 1969-1978; Aristedes Royo 1978- 
1982; Ricardo de la Esprilla 1982-1984; Jorge Illueca 1984- 
1984; Nicolas Vallarino 1984-1985; Eric DelValle 1985-1988; 
Manuel Palma 1988-1989; Francisco Rodriguez 1989-1989; 
Guillermo Endara 1989-1994; Ernesto Balladares 1994-1999; 
Mireya Moscoso 1999- . 

próspero año nuevo (Sp.) Happy New Year. 

primaria, escuela (Sp.) elementary school. 

primo (Sp.) cousin. 

Prohibition or the Volstead Act enacted into US federal law in 
1920 by 18% Amendment to the Constitution, applicable in the 
CZ; prohibiting manufacture, sale, transport, consumption, etc. 
of liquor; repealed by 21* Amendment in 1933, but not until 
June 1934 in the CZ. 

Pro Mundo Beneficio (Sp.) motto of RP pictured on the 
national coat of arms, meaning “for the benefit of the world,” а 
clear reference to the Panama Canal. 

provinces of Panama (9) or provincias de Panamá (Sp.) and 
their capitals: Bocas del Toro, Bocas del Toro...Chiriqui, 
David... Coclé, Penonomé...Colón, Colón...Darién, La Palma... 
Herrera, Chitré...Los Santos, Las Tablas..Panamá, Ciudad de 
Panamá...Veraguas, Santiago—note: San Blas Islands officially 
designated a territory, administrative capital Porvenir. 

Provost Marshal senior officer in charge of a military police 
force. 

psst or ssst or ssst-ssst hissing sound; used to get someone's 
attention without the p being pronounced; men use this as wolf 
whistle. 

Pub, The refurbished railroad car used as a bar, located near 
Balboa baseball fields. 

Public Works on military installations; department charged 
with planning-estimating, maintenance and repair of family and 
bachelor housing, utilities, public buildings, streets, roads, 
grounds, other common areas. 

pueblo (Sp.) village, township; common people, working 
classes, public at large. 

puente (Sp.) bridge. 

Puente de las Americas (Sp.) see Thatcher Ferry Bridge. 
puerco (Sp.) pig, pork; messy, crude. 

puerta (Sp.) door, gate, opening. 

Puerto Armuelles (Sp.) municipality; commercial port on 
Pacific Ocean in Chiriqui province, of major importance to 
United Fruit Company's banana exports from Panama. 

pulga (Sp.) flea. 

Puma Island Atlantic Side, east of Canal channel, not far from 
Gatun Locks and almost in line with abandoned Third Locks 
excavation. 

Pumas see Fastlich League. 

Punta Chame Pacific coast peninsula in western Panama 
Province, east of major beaches, great amounts of sand taken 
from peninsula for concrete used at Pedro Miguel Locks and 
Miraflores Locks. 

Punta Paitilla one of Panama City's most exclusive (affluent) 
and centrally located residential areas, extending slightly into 
Bay of Panama on small peninsula, or point; begins at eastern 
end of Avenida Balboa, crowded with high-rise condominiums. 
Punta Paitilla Airport major coastal site captured by US Navy 
SEALs on December 20, 1989 at start of Operation Just Cause, 
to cut off dictator Manuel Noriega's escape route by sea or air. 
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purse, wicker 


purse, wicker small (roughly eight inches wide by ten inches 
long by four inches deep) suitcase-like box of woven wicker 
with hinged top, very popular with Zonian school girls. 

Pyle, Ernie (1900-1945) American; Pulitzer Prize winning 
World War II war correspondent in the European and Pacific 
Theaters, killed on Ie Jima Island near Okinawa in April 1945; 
in 1940 after a visit to the CZ, he wrote unflattering article 
praising efficiency of the Canal administration but calling out 
Zonians for lack of ambition, dependency on the Government, 
for becoming like cogs in a machine. 

PX Post Exchange; Army retail (general) store; same as Navy, 
Marines, Air Force Base Exchange, or BX. 


Q 


Quarry Heights Army post; on Pacific Side's east bank, located 
on southwest slope of Ancon Hill because of proximity to 
Isthmian Canal Commission offices in nearby Balboa; 
headquarters of US Army in the CZ since December 1919; large 
amount of rock quarried from Ancon Hill during Canal 
construction. 

quarters living space; dormitories, barracks, berths or billets for 
military personnel, rental apartments for CZ Government 
employees, Pan-Canal Company employees, civilian employees 
of the armed forces, some Federal contractors. 

quebrada (Sp.) creek, stream. 

Queen Elizabeth II British monarch; in November 1953 the 
newly crowned Queen of England and husband Prince Philip 
sailed through the Canal on Gothic, a 561 foot liner; large 
crowds saw the transiting ship and royal couple at Gatun Locks 
and Miraflores Locks. 

que le vaya bien (Sp.) may everything go well, good luck. 

que pasa? (Sp.) What's happening? What's up? What's going 
on? What's the latest? 

que pasó? (Sp.) What happened? 

que tal? (Sp.) How's it going? How are you? 

que vá (Sp.) No way, never happen, can't be true, nonsense. 

que vaina (Sp.) What nonsense, what foolishness. 

quién sabe? (Sp.) Who knows? Who can tell? 

quiubo (Sp.) What's happening? How's it going? 

Quince Letras (Sp.) restaurant-bar; popular with Zonians, 
located on the Trans-Isthmian Highway, similar to Arraizona 
Bar; name means fifteen letters. 

quinine a bitter drug made from the bark of the cinchona tree 
and used medicinally in prevention and treatment of malaria, 
usually taken in tablet form. 


R 


rabiblanco (Sp.) literal translation “white tail" warbler; 
derogatory term for Panamanian oligarchy of white European 
ancestry, especially if educated, wealthy, influential. 

railroad rails power poles; in Cocoli and many other sites, 
stronger, longer-lasting steel used as substitute for wood. 


red tape 


Rainbow City Pan-Canal townsite; formerly Silver City, on 
Atlantic Side's east bank, adjacent to Mt. Hope, for Local-Rate 
employees of Panama Canal Company; in 1979 became first CZ 
townsite to revert to Panama sovereignty and was immediately 
renamed Ciudad Arco Iris (Sp.). 

Rainbow City High School serving its townsite. 

rainfall generally, 70 inches annually on Pacific Side, 120 
inches on Atlantic Side. 

rainforest tropical wooded region; characterized by heavy 
rainfall, between 98 and 177 inches annually. 

rainy season period of expected rainfall; generally, mid-April to 
mid-December, November producing heaviest volume; see 
rainfall. 

rana (Sp.) frog. 

Randolph Road major highway; Atlantic Side, east bank; 
begins at intersection with Bolivar Highway just south of Colón, 
passes between Rainbow City and Folks River inlet, passes by 
Coco Solito, France Field, Coco Solo, and ends at Margarita 
Island. 

RAP Regular Army Personnel; RAP-bait is derogatory term for 
girl who may or has become romantically involved with a 
member of the armed forces, also a girl who puts herself in 
situations where the likelihood of her rape increases. 

raspado (Sp.) snow cone; shaved ice served in paper cup with 
topping of condensed milk over sweet fruit syrup. 

rass West Indian slang; referring to the butt, the behind, the 
backside; used as an intensifier-adjective when disappointed, 
angry, upset, or simply as a shocked response or curse word; 
examples: “de Canal Zone gone ta rass, mon"... ^Oh rass, me car 
juss bin hit!"..."Rass, mon, I’s bin fired!"..."She got nice rass.” 
Reagan, Ronald Wilson (1911- ) Hollywood actor, Republican 
Governor of California 1966 and 1970; 40% President of US 
(1981-1985 and 1985-1989); successfully challenged USSR, 
putting it in the crosshairs; championed Contra rebels fighting 
Sandinista-Marxist government in Nicaragua; fierce opponent of 
Carter-Torrijos Treaties of 1977, declaring: “We built it, we paid 
for it, it's ours and we should tell Torrijos and company that we 
are going to keep it." 

real (Sp.) royal; also refers to US nickel and its Panamanian 
equivalent of cinco centavos (Sp.). 

recado verde (Sp.) a small assortment of seasoning vegetables, 
such as onion, garlic, bell pepper, celery, tomato, cilantro, 
wrapped in banana leaf. 

Red Cross pin round, white, with famous Red Cross symbol; 
nickel-size, clip-on decoration for shirt-blouse lapel or pocket 
given to school students in exchange for small monetary 
contribution benefiting this popular CZ charity. 

red poppy paper flower; given to school students in exchange 
for small monetary contribution benefiting wounded American 
veterans; offered in class on November 11, Armistice Day in 
The Great War. 

Red Tank Pan-Canal townsite; on Pacific Side's east bank, for 
Local-Rate employees; borders the south side of Pedro Miguel; 
landmark Cuipo tree next to Gaillard Highway near town's 
south entrance. 

red tape bureaucratic rules and regulations; Governmental 
delay, expected or not, worsened by incompetent work, 
indifferent attitude, waste of time, added personal expense, 
heightened by teeth-gritting disappointment and frustration. 
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red tide natural phenomenon unrelated to movement of tides; 
dense, visible red or brown patches on ocean's surface, usually 
in coastal areas, caused by large concentrations of aquatic 
(sometimes toxic) microorganisms. 

Red, White, and Blue Troupe swimming group of young men 
and women in the CZ organized in 1919 by Henry Grieser to 
entertain allied soldiers passing through the Canal after World 
War Т; several trips made to the US, including the opening of the 
large indoor pool at Madison Square Garden; they performed 
swimming exhibitions in South America and in the CZ for many 
visiting dignitaries; the troupe developed a number of Olympic 
and world's record-breaking champions. 

refugee camp, Balboa temporary shelter; set up at Balboa High 
School athletic field for housing-feeding of Panama City 
residents, mostly from Chorillo, displaced in December 1989 by 
Operation Just Cause combat operations. 

Remón Cantera, José (1908-1955) Panamanian; businessman, 
politician, joined Guardia Nacional in 1931 and became its chief 
in 1947; nickname “Chichi”; president from October 1952 until 
his assassination on January 2, 1955 at Juan Franco Racetrack; 
the man behind the scenes of several coup attempts against 
President Arnulfo Arias; in 1953 began negotiating amendments 
with Eisenhower administration that produced the Mutual 
Understanding and Friendship Treaty of 1955 aka the Remón- 
Eisenhower Treaty, raising the yearly annuity to Panama from 
$430,000 to $1.9 million and getting the handover of Panama 
Canal Company property worth $20 million. 

Renacer Prison formerly Gamboa Penitentiary; its capture a 
military objective of US military during Operation Just Cause. 
reparations to Colombia for the country's loss of the isthmus 
of Panama in 1903 and the easing of strained relations between 
the two nations since that year, the US in 1921 paid $25 million 
to Colombia, and it finally recognized Panama independence. 
rico (Sp.) rich, wealthy; tasty, delicious. 

Reversion relinquishing of control; two decades of transition, 
transfer or turnover period from October 1, 1979 through noon 
on December 31, 1999 in which all Panama Canal operations 
and US Government property in CZ (including military) was 
systematically and permanently transferred to legal authority 
and physical ownership of the Republic of Panama to comply 
with terms of the Carter-Torrijos Treaties of 1977. 

RIF Reduction In Force; employee lay-off, usually for 
budgetary purposes; during one work force reduction, a highly 
vexed Jamaican laborer declared it meant: “Ras, I’s fired!” 
ring-a-leevio or ringalevio or ringolevio childrens’ game; 
variation of tag, two teams of equal number, one team hides, the 
other seeks, players are tagged during a childish chant and put in 
separate jails, a player can free those jailed on his team, etc; 
playing rules differ. 

rio (Sp.) river. 

Rivera, Mariano (1969- )Panamanian; all-time most successful 
relief pitcher in Major League Baseball history, 19 years with 
the NY Yankees from 1995-2013, owning Major League 
Baseball records of 652 games saved, 952 games finished, 
career ERA 2.21, certain to be in Hall of Fame when eligible. 
rivers, Canal Zone shown on (September 1962) US Army map 
titled Road Map of Canal Zone and Vicinity, short list: Rio 
Agua Clara Atlantic Side, east bank, small river south of Fort 
Davis emptying into abandoned Third Locks excavation....Rio 
Agua Salud Atlantic Side, east bank, flows toward Frijoles Bay 
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in Gatun Lake but blocked by Frijoles Causeway, east of 
channel excavation....Rio Arenal Atlantic Side, west bank, 
flows from Limón Bay peninsula to Devil’s Beach, west of Fort 
Sherman....Río Bailamonos flows from west bank into Canal 
north of Gamboa....Río Cainitillo Pacific Side, east bank, north 
of Pedro Miguel, flows toward Miraflores Lake but blocked by 
Gaillard Highway on Pedro Miguel Causeway....Río Camarón 
Pacific Side, east bank, begins north of Chiva Chiva Trail and 
empties into Miraflores lake area between Pedro Miguel and 
Fort Clayton....Río Caraba Pacific Side, flows from west bank 
into Canal north of Gamboa....Río Cárdenas Pacific Side, east 
bank, begins along Chiva Chiva Trail near Panama boundary, 
flows into Rio Guanabo east of Fort Clayton....Río Castillo 
Pacific Side, west bank, begins west of Howard Field and 
empties into Venado Beach....Río Coco Solo Atlantic Side, east 
bank, begins near CZ-Panama boundary at northeast reach of 
Gatun Lake and empties into Caribbean Sea north of France 
Field...Río Cocolí Pacific Side, east bank, begins near 
intersection of Army roads K6 and K15, flows along K9 a 
distance, and empties into Miraflores Lake....Río Curundú see 
Curundu River....Río Farfán Pacific Side, west bank, begins 
west of Howard Field, passes Fort Kobbe, Farfan, and empties 
near Farfan Beach....Río Frijoles Atlantic Side, east bank, 
begins north of Gamboa and empties into Canal near Barbacoas 
Island in Gatun Lake....Río Frijolito Atlantic Side, east bank, 
begins north of Gamboa and empties into Canal near 
Frijoles...Río Grande Pacific Side, east bank, major river; 
began near Paraiso townsite and emptied into Panama Bay 
shoreline near La Boca requiring considerable diversion during 
period of Pacific Division construction....Rio Guanábano 
Pacific Side, east bank, begins along Chiva Chiva Trail east of 
Fort Clayton and empties into Canal near Miraflores 
Locks....Río Pedro Miguel Pacific Side, East bank, begins near 
Forest Preserve and empties near Pedro Miguel Locks....Rio 
Рійа Atlantic Side, west bank, begins near north shore of Gatun 
Lake and empties into Caribbean inlet at Pifia....Rio Velásquez 
Pacific Side, west bank, flows east alongside Thatcher Highway, 
then between Rousseau and Cocoli and empties near abandoned 

Third Locks Cut....Río Venado Pacific Side, west bank, begins 
west of Howard Field and empties into Venado Beach—end of 
CZ rivers. 

rivers, Panama Pacific Side east of Canal, major ones are: Río 
Tuira, Río Chepo, Río Pacora, Río Bayano, Río Pequiní, Río 
Bocarón, Río Chucunaque; note: the number of ай rivers in 
Panama is approx 500. 

Río Hato US Army installation and airstrip during World War 
II; near Santa Clara Beach, its asphalt runway crossed over by 
Pan-American Highway; abandoned after US-Panama Bases 
Termination Agreement, probably in 1947. 

Rio Treaty defense pact; 1947 agreement binding nations of the 
Western Hemisphere in mutual defense; treaty lost its influence 
in 1982 when US supported UK against Argentina in the 
Falkland Islands War. 

rip-rap foundation layer of stones, chunks of concrete, large- 
size gravel, or similar weighty material spread randomly over an 
embankment slope to prevent soil erosion; material used in rip- 
rap placement. 

Robinson, Humberto V. (1930- ) Panamanian; born in Colón; 
middle-relief pitcher in Major League Baseball playing 1955- 
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1960 for Milwaukee Braves, Cleveland Indians, Philadelphia 
Phillies. 

Robinson, Tracy (1833-1915) American; US diplomat, 
businessman, reporter, author of Fifty Years In Panama 1861- 
1911; buried at Corozal American Cemetery in CZ. 

Robles, Marco A. (1905-1990) Panamanian; lawyer, diplomat, 
President of Panama from 1964 to 1968; during his term US 
President Johnson agreed to open talks to negotiate a 
replacement of the Treaty of 1903; nicknamed “Е1 Rifle," The 
Rifle, because of his confrontations with nationalist student 
demonstrators and protestors over US-Panama relations. 

rock crusher breaker; at Third Locks Cut near Cocoli, not used 
after 1942. 

rock flats expansive flat areas; Upper and Lower terraces near 
Cocoli formed by dumped spoil from nearby Third Locks 
excavation, sparsely covered with shrubbery and trees, including 
tall balsa. 

Rodman Base Exchange Navy general retail store; includes 
cafeteria, theater, shoe shop, tailor shop, barber shop, bowling 
alley, covered fruit-vegetable concessionaire in rear parking lot. 
Rodman Naval Station or Rodman NavSta former submarine 
base; Pacific Side, west bank, primary naval facility near Canal 
entrance, across from Balboa Harbor; front gate faces New 
Bruja Highway, opposite NAD, back gate faces Thatcher 
Highway, roughly 34-mile from Thatcher Ferry Bridge. 

Ron Carta Vieja (Sp.) popular rum distilled in Panama. 

Ron Cortez rum; distilled and bottled in Panama. 

Roosevelt Corollary addendum to Monroe Doctrine; expressed 
by President Theodore Roosevelt in his 1904 State of the Union 
address, that the US would become policeman in the smaller 
Caribbean and Central American nations, helping those 
countries meet their obligations, mostly financial and political, 
so outsiders (primarily Germany) would have no excuse to 
intervene in their affairs. 

Roosevelt, Franklin D. (1882-1945) 32"! President of the US 
from 1933 to April 12, 1945, elected four times; the Good 
Neighbor Policy, a re-evaluation of relations with Latin 
America, was the main foreign policy initiative of his first term; 
removed troops from Haiti, and new treaties with Cuba and 
Panama (1936) ended their status as US protectorates; gained 
Defense Sites Agreement with Panama in 1942; died in office, 
succeeded by Vice President Harry S. Truman. 

Roosevelt, Theodore (1858-1919) 26% President of US from 
1901-1904 and 1904-1908; leader of Rough Riders in Spanish- 
American War of 1898; the most important player in Panama's 
independence from Colombia in 1903, the driving political force 
behind completion of Panama Canal; his most famous quote: “Т 
took the isthmus, started the Canal and then left Congress not to 
debate the Canal, but to debate me." 

Roosevelt (Canal) Medal prestigious US Government service 
award given to Panama Canal's American civilian employees 
for every two years of construction work, a bar awarded for each 
additional two years; made of copper, bronze, and tin from old 
French locomotives and excavators. 

ropa vieja (Sp.) traditional Panamanian dish; shredded beef, 
vegetables, sauce. 

ROTC, Army Junior army studies; military science classes and 
practical training offered at both CZ high schools. 

ROTC Building wooden, two-story, free-standing structure on 
BHS campus, adjacent to Roosevelt Avenue; in c. 1959 was 
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razed and ground used for new high school auditorium; new 
one-story ROTC office and classrooms added to rear of high 
school building. 

ROTC sponsors Balboa High School seniors; five girls selected 
for their refined looks, academic achievement, and poise to 
grace the Cadet Corps with their compelling charm and elegant 
white and red uniforms, each having rank of either first- 
lieutenant or captain, one assigned to battalion staff and the four 
others to rifle companies A, B, C, and D; Cristobal High School 
had similar program for senior girls. 

rose apple tropical fruit; of rose apple tree, has shape and size 
of small pear, skin is rose-pink and waxy; inside is crispy, 
wooly, tastes somewhat like apple. 

rotunda high, round ceiling structure in Administration 
Building in Balboa Heights painted with colorful murals of 
Canal construction; see murals. 

Rousseau Navy dispensary-hospital complex; constructed in 
early 1940s, converted to FAA housing in early 1950s, but 
returned to Navy in 1962 when FAA personnel relocated to the 
new Cardenas Village; on east side of New Bruja Road between 
Rodman NavSta and Cocoli townsite; named in honor of 
Admiral Henry Rousseau, Navy civil engineer and assistant to 
Chief Engineer George Goethals, and an Isthmian Canal 
Commission member during Canal construction. 

royal palm tropical tree; tall, elegant, usually planted for height, 
symmetry, esthetic grace; base is commonly painted white, 
adding to regal-majestic appearance. 

Коуо, Aristedes (1940- ) Panamanian; lawyer, Minister of 
Education, diplomat, teamed with Rómulo Bethancourt as 
principle negotiators of the 1977 Carter-Torrijos Treaties; later 
president of Panama at age 38. 

rubber tree large spreading evergreen tree that in the wild can 
reach height of 100 feet, but considerably shorter in commercial 
plantations; medium green leaves can be as large as 7-inches 
wide by 14-inches long, leathery, thick, and smooth; tapped bark 
yields yellow or white latex run-off, the common source of 
rubber; inside and outdoors often used as a decorative house 
plant. 


S 


S.A. or Sociedad Anónima (Sp.) Inc., incorporated. 

sábado (Sp.) Saturday; also an ocean fish. 

sabroso (Sp.) tasty, delicious, scrumptious. 

sailfish billfish; living in warmer sections of all oceans, blue to 
gray in color, having characteristic fan dorsal known as a sail 
that often stretches along entire length of the back and elongated 
bill similar to swordfish and marlins; highly prized game fish. 
Saint Andrew's Episcopal Church in Cocoli; see Baldwin's 
church. 

Saint Mary's parochial, private Catholic school in Balboa. 
Saint Teresa's Roman Catholic Church in Cocoli. 

Sal si puedes (Sp.) Chinese area of Panama City, roughly 
between Avenida Central and El Mercado along Calle 13; 
translation of this nickname: get out if you can. 

Saltwater Papaya CZ College annual literary magazine of news 
and features, written by its students. 

salud (Sp.) a toast: to your health! good luck!; health. 
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San Blas Indian Cuna (or Kuna) tribal islander; from San Blas 
Archipelago's 365 islands on Caribbean coast, east of Panama 
Canal; fiercely independent politically, does not consider 
himself a true and loyal citizen of Panama or Colombia. 
sancocho (Sp.) national stew dish of Panama; recipe calls for 
free-range chicken, culantro seasoning, garlic, onion, plantains, 
chayote (squash), several native tubers such as yuca (Sp.), йате 
(Sp.), otoe (Sp.), potato. 

Sandinistas or Sandinista National Liberation Front 
Nicaraguan rebels; founded in 1961, revolutionaries under initial 
leadership of Carlos Fonseca and Tomas Borge, later under 
Daniel Ortega; in 1979 they toppled government of Anastasio 
(Tachito) Somoza. 

Sandinista-Contra War rebellion by guerrilla forces opposing 
the Government of duly elected (1984) Daniel Ortega, President 
of Nicaragua, a Marxist-Leninist and good friend of Cuba's 
Fidel Castro; counter-revolutionary (contrarevolucionarios) 
guerilla groups began resistance c. 1981 aided covertly by US 
President Ronald Reagan with CIA's attempt to overthrow 
Ortega and his leftist-Marxist administration and to establish a 
democracy; dictator Manuel Noriega of RP provided some 
clandestine aid (weapons) to the guerillas; Ortega lost 1990 
presidential election to Violeta Chamorro, former member of the 
1979-1984 revolutionary ruling junta. 

Sandino, Augusto Caesar (1895-1934) Nicaraguan; nationalist, 
revolutionary, leader of rebellion against US military occupation 
of his country; drew units of the USMC into undeclared guerilla 
war 1927-1933; assassinated in 1934 by forces of General 
Anastasio (Tacho) Somoza; considered Robin Hood-like patriot 
and national hero; anti-government rebels in the 1980s honored 
him by calling themselves Sandinistas and adopting some of his 
guerrilla tactics. 

sand crab (slang) civilian; employed by Navy Public Works 
Department. 

sand fly or sand gnat colloquial name for any tiny species of 
flying, biting, blood-sucking insect having one set of wings. 

San Francisco de la Caleta (Sp.) affluent neighborhood in 
Panama City, near ruins of Old Panama. 

San Juan Hill prominent landmark; Pacific Side, west bank, 
approx. 300 feet elevation, between Rodman NavSta housing 
area and the enlisted men's barracks, warehouses, piers near 
Canal's edge. 

San Miguel Bay or Bahía de San Miguel (Sp.) on southeast 
Pacific coast of Panama, whose shore Vasco Nufiez de Balboa 
walked upon when claiming the South Sea (Pacific Ocean) and 
its lands for Spain. 

San Pablo small village on the old line of the Panama Railroad, 
near Gatun, abandoned when Gatun Lake created. 

Santa Claus Lane Gavilan Area of Balboa customarily 
festooned with Christmas decorations in December, a popular 
end of year attraction for Pacific Side residents and tourists. 
Santa Cruz Local-Rate housing section of Gamboa. 

Santiago (Sp.) capital city of Veraguas (Sp.) province. 

sapo (Sp.) toad, amphibian; when used as derogatory term 
means informant, squealer, stool pigeon, mole. 

sappers laborers, mostly from Barbados and Jamaica, assigned 
to dynamite work for rough excavation; some were killed in 
premature detonations, as well as some US foremen. 

sawgrass see сайа brava (Sp.). 
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scavenger beetle have smooth, oval, dark brown or black bodies 
and short, hairy antennae; length up to 1.5 inches, feed on algae 
or decaying matter. 

School of the Americas military training program; established 
1946 at Fort Gulick, CZ to train Latin American officers in anti- 
communist counter-insurgency; turned over to Panama in 1984 
(and relocated to Fort Benning, Georgia late that year) in 
accordance with the 1977 treaties and renamed Fort Espinar; 
two famous graduates are Omar Torrijos and Manuel Noriega. 
school patrol sidewalk guards; eligible for such duty in fifth and 
sixth grades, identified by white waist belt, white shoulder strap, 
chrome badge, white gloves, and look of authority. 

Schultz, George P. (1920- ) American; economist, 
businessman, statesman; Secretary of Labor, Secretary of 
Treasury, Secretary of State 1982 to January 20, 1989 
(succeeded by James Baker); in 1983 declared the Sandinista 
government in Nicaragua a "cancer in our own land mass" that 
“should be cut off,” and opposed all negotiations with dictator 
Daniel Ortega; in 1984 was in Panama to attend inauguration of 
President Ardito Barletta. 

scissors grinder Spaniard; blond, blue-eyed, on bicycle playing 
flute, offering his sharpening service throughout CZ townsites; 
bicycle converted to a grinding wheel. 

scorpion predatory arthropod; in spider family, has eight legs, 
pair of grasping pincers, narrow segmented tail often carried in a 
forward curve ending in venomous stinger. 

Scouts CZ organizations for boys: Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, 
Explorer Scouts, Sea Scouts, Air Scouts; for girls: Daisy Girls, 
Brownie Scouts, Girl Scouts, Camp Fire Girls. 

Scout shack for Scout meetings; in Cocoli on west side of Bruja 
Road. 

SCUBA acronym; for self-contained underwater breathing 
apparatus, or oxygen tank(s) manufactured by US Divers. 
scuttlebutt Navy, nautical gossip, rumor, misinformation; also 
water fountain aboard ship or shore installation. 

sea-going bellhop (slang) US marine. 

sea-level canal ocean-to-ocean, Atlantic to Pacific channel or 
waterway without benefit of locks; such canal attempted by the 
French in periods 1880-1889 and 1894-1904; US in 1904 
resumed excavation of the Canal with sea level engineering in 
mind, but President Roosevelt and Congress in 1906 declared 
for a locks type waterway instead. 

SEALs, US Navy Sea-Air-Land combat teams; the Navy's 
primary special operations force, deployed in Operation Just 
Cause to disable Manuel Noriega's private launch and all 
aircraft at Punta Paitilla Airport in Panama City; comparable to 
US Army's Delta Force. 

sea urchin spiny marine animal; globular ocean shell in many 
sizes and colors, related to sand dollar. 

second-growth trees and brush recovery after first cutting, as 
compared to virgin (uncut) growth. 

Seco Herrerano Panama gin; distilled from sugarcane. 

Section I Panama Canal Company's salvage and scrap division; 
in Diablo, a covered and uncovered industrial warehouse area 
between Diablo Road and Gaillard Highway offering used, worn 
out, obsolete items to the public, e.g., school chairs, file 
cabinets, desks, tools, office equipment, residential fixtures, 
furniture, appliances, machinery, hardware, overstock items; and 
scrap materials. 

se habla espafiol (Sp.) Spanish spoken (here). 
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se habla inglés (Sp.) English spoken (here). 

selva (Sp.) jungle; heavy forest, woodland. 

semana (Sp.) week. 

semana santa (Sp.) Holy Week, Easter week. 

5ейог (Sp.) married man. 

5ейога (Sp.) married woman. 

señorita (Sp.) young or unmarried woman. 

September 25, 1513 Vasco Nuñez de Balboa discovers the 
South Sea (Pacific Ocean) while exploring Darien region (near 
present-day Colombia) on the isthmus of Panama. 

sergeant non-commissioned officer; enlisted man, US Army 
pay grade E-5 Sergeant, E-6 Staff Sergeant, E-7 Sergeant First 
Class, E-8 Master Sergeant, E-9 Sergeant Major. 

se vende (Sp.) for sale. 

sewing machine repairman Panamanian; elderly West Indian 
on foot (sometimes on bicycle) offering his trade services 
throughout CZ townsites by announcing “Fix sewing machine!” 
Shaler, James Superintendent of Panama Railroad; during 
Panama's 1903 revolution against Colombia, by refusing 
passenger space for about 500 Colombian army troopers moving 
from Colon to Panama City, he cleverly separated the infantry 
battalion from its leading officers, preventing armed 
confrontation between the starnded Colombian force in Colón 
and Panamanian rebels on the opposite coast. 

Shaler Triangle or Shaler Plaza; in CZ alongside Fourth of 
July Avenue between Ancon and Panama City, near Tivoli 
Hotel; small triangular-shaped commemorative park honoring 
significant role of James Shaler, in the successful Panama 
revolution of November 3, 1903; President Eisenhower directed 
the Panamanian flag be flown there on September 21, 1960; see 
Flag Riots of 1964. 

shape up or ship out admonition; correct your behavior or face 
punitive consequences, such as expulsion from CZ. 

Shelter Point small peninsula adjacent to Torro Point on Limon 
Bay, Atlantic Side. 

Shimmy Beach Atlantic Side, west bank, adjacent to Fort 
Sherman, on northwest shore of Limon Bay. 

ship-over (slang) US Navy, to reenlist. 

shipshape clean, neat, tidy, organized, in proper condition. 
shore duty stationed ashore; opposite of duty on sea vessel. 
short-timer serviceman; with brief remaining period at duty 
station or at end of enlistment, also a civilian about to quit 
federal employment or nearing retirement. 

Shorty and Slim musicians, singers, songwriters; Zonians 
David Seitz and Alex Reyes captured everyday life in the CZ in 
their calypso-reggae style songs with Bajun lyrics. 

shrimp trap catch basket; usually cylindrical, made of hardware 
cloth or chicken wire with one-way cones at each end, put in 
fresh water stream to catch fish bait. 

shrunken heads reportedly seen (rarely) in El Mercado in 
Panama City, but likely just dark humor. 

sick bay patients’ ward; Navy dispensary, first aid station, 
medical clinic, or hospital; site for medical examination, simple 
treatment, short-term recovery. 

siempre (Sp.) always, forever, never ending. 

Silver City Pan-Canal townsite; renamed Rainbow City in 1952 
by town's residents, on Atlantic Side's east bank, adjacent to 
Colon, near southern shore of Folks River inlet. 

Silver-Rate payroll classification; during Canal construction 
period for (unskilled) employees who were not US citizens; 
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considered by this labor force and other critics to be 
discriminatory because, among other things, Americans had 
higher wage scale and were paid in gold; since 1948 called 
Local-Rate. 

simpático, (Sp.) amiable, likable, friendly, 
charming, pleasant, congenial, good looking. 
single-hung window wood frame unit; with upper and lower 
sash, but only lower sash vertically movable. 

single-lockage passage of ship(s) northbound, towed from 
Pacific entrance channel into first lock chamber, requiring the 
swing (opening) of one span of Miraflores Bridge, temporarily 
interrupting cross-Canal vehicle traffic; see double-lockage. 
Skating Rink, Balboa also Roller Drome Bldg. No. 46, not far 
from Harbor Master building, on west side of Diablo Road, used 
for roller skating. 

Skunk Hollow see Curundu. 

Sky Chef popular Panama City restaurant located just off Fourth 
of July Avenue, across from Quarry Heights. 

slide earth movement; damaging avalanche of sloped rock, dirt, 
mud; along bank(s) of Canal, may be sudden or slow-moving 
event, usually a result of heavy rainfall or erosion by 
overflowing rivers and streams, thus requiring emergency run- 
off channel and ditch excavation, sometimes causing delay of 
ship traffic; see Cucaracha Slide. 

slide, the concrete drainage trough; rain spillway about 80 feet 
long by sixteen feet wide with side walls four ft high and steep, 
smooth, slippery, moss-covered bottom; on Pacific Side's east 
bank, alongside K-2 Road to Contractors Hill; rain from nearby 
streams collects in trough and spills directly into Canal channel; 
popular site for body surfing. 

sloth tree-dwelling mammal; thick-furred, medium-sized, slow- 
moving, related to anteaters, with short flat head, big eyes, short 
snout, tiny ears, specialized set of claws; may be two-toed or 
three-toed, usually heavily infested with ticks and fleas. 

slug terrestrial gastropod mollusk; having no shell ог reduced 
shell (in contrast to common snail). 

Smith, Jackson American administrator, member of Isthmian 
Canal Commission under Chief Engineer John Stevens, 
nicknamed “Square Foot"; head of Quarters and Labor 
Department, allotted one square foot of living space to 
Americans for each dollar of monthly salary, hence his 
nickname; a promotion in rank meant more living space for a 
bachelor or married worker and his family. 

Smithsonian or Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute see 
Barro Colorado Island. 

Snake Pit bar and grill behind Curundu clubhouse. 

snapper tropical ocean fish; abundant, active, schooling, with 
elongated body, large mouth, canine teeth, blunt or forked tail; 
attaining length of two to three feet; carnivorous and preys on 
crustaceans and other fishes. 

snook aka Sergeant fish; tropical, estuarine-dependent fish often 
entering fresh water; has long concave snout and jutting 
underjaw, coloration from dark brown to silvery on sides and 
white below; two dorsal fins well separated; strong fighter when 
hooked; fifteen to 20 pounds not uncommon in CZ lakes. 

snow cone see raspado. 

snowfall on December 24 in Cocoli, but only in a dream. 
Soberana Beer light lager bottled in Panama City. 

soberanía (Sp.) sovereignty; call for RP possession of CZ. 


nice, decent, 
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Society of the Chagres fraternal-social group 1911-1925 
formed by recipients of the Roosevelt Medal, an award given to 
Panama Canal construction employees for every two years of 
service, first president William C. Gorgas; see Roosevelt Medal. 
sol (Sp.) sun, sunny, sunlight. 

soldado (Sp.) soldier, militiaman. 

soltero (Sp.) unmarried or single man, bachelor. 

Somoza, Anastasio “Тасһо” (1896-1956) president апа 
dictator of Nicaragua from 1937 until shot by assassin on Sept. 
21, 1956, dying a few days later in Gorgas Hospital, CZ; 
succeeded by his older son, nicknamed “Tachito.” 

sombrero de Penonomé typical straw hat worn in Panama. 
sopa (Sp.) soup, stew. 

sopa borracha (Sp.) dessert dish, meaning drunken soup; rich 
sponge cake soaked in rum and whiskey syrup, garnished with 
silver candies, sprinkled raisins, and prunes that have been 
marinated in sherry; typically served at weddings in Panama. 
Sosa Hill mountain; prominent landmark on Pacific Side's east 
bank, in city of Balboa between Ancon Hill and Canal; rock 
quarry during Canal construction period and still active; 
elevation 363 feet, grass slopes subject to controlled burning at 
end of dry season. 

SP (US Navy) Shore Patrol, Shore Patrolman. 

South America continent in Western Hemisphere with 13 
countries/capitals: | Colombia/Bogotá; ^ Venezuela/Caracas; 
British Guiana/Georgetown; French Guiana/Cayenne; Dutch 
Guiana/Paramaribo; Ecuador/Quito; Peru/Lima; Bolivia/Sucre; 
Brazil/Brasilia; ^ Chile/Santiago; Argentina/Buenos Aires; 
Paraguay/Asunción; Uruguay/Montevideo. 

southbound direction of ship's transit through Canal; from 
Atlantic Ocean to Pacific (from Limon Bay to Bay of Panama). 
Southern Command, US or SOUTHCOM military 
organization designation; named in 1960 one of four regional 
US military commands in the world; responsible for all US 
military activities in Central America and South America, 
headquarters at Quarry Heights, CZ; previously US Caribbean 
Defense Command 1941-1947 and US Caribbean Command 
1947-1960. 

Southern Command News newspaper published by the Public 
Affairs Office of SOUTHCOM. 

Southern Cross astronomical constellation; visible from 
Northern Hemisphere's tropical and subtropical regions; Crux 
has four stars in kite-shaped pattern; longer bar of Cross points 
almost exactly toward South Pole, often utilized by navigators. 
space available unfilled passenger seating; usually on military 
aircraft but also naval vessels; seats allowed on first-come first- 
serve basis as they became available; for military personnel and 
civilians employed by military; often referred to as “stand-by” 
waiting or a "Бор". 

Spadafora, Hugo (1940-1985) Panamanian; born in Chitré, 
grandson of Italian immigrants, graduated from medical school 
in Italy in 1964; revolutionary fighting  non-democratic 
governments in Latin America; protegé of Omar Torrijos, 
Minister of Health; after being murdered by dictator Manuel 
Noriega's F-8 goon squad in 1985, his name became one 
forceful rallying cry for Noriega's overthrow. 

spanglish Spanish conversation that includes English words, as 
in “Pagamos por el lonche con un cheque," or English 
conversation that includes Spanish words, as in “There is mucho 
starch in these pantalones!" 
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Spooner Act 


Spanish romance language; evolved in Iberian Peninsula from 
common Latin; Castilian or castellano (Sp) the official language 
of Spain; in Spanish colonial period the mother country's 
pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary were transformed into 
regional dialects, Panama developing its own. 

Spanish alphabet: а, b, c, ch, d, e, f, g, h, i, j, k, 1, Il, m, п, й, o, 
р, q, Г, І, S, t, U, У, X, y, Z—w does not belong, is found only in 
foreign words. 

Spanish-American War conflict between US and Spain; from 
April 21, 1898 to August 13, 1898, a period of three 
months/three weeks/two days; some Americans called it The 
Splendid Little War; was US response to sinking of Фе USS 
Maine in Havana Harbor on February 15, 1898 and the 
mistreatment of Cuba, Spain's last colony in the New World; 
Colonel Theodore Roosevelt's volunteer Roughriders added to 
his growing popularity and political influence; US gained Puerto 
Rico, Guam, and Philippine Islands from quick, unfair, and 
overwhelming defeat of decadent Spain; need for two ocean 
navy and canal in Central America greatly increased in military 
importance; see USS Oregon. 

speargun underwater crossbow; commonly an Arboulette with 
single-rubber or double-rubber slings that propel metal spear 
from a hand-held, aluminum stock. 

Spectre AC-130 gunship USAF tactical combat aircraft; for 
close infantry support; flying gun platform, so-called for its wide 
assortment of rockets, cannon, machine guns, other weaponry; 
saw major action in Operation Just Cause. 

speed limit 25 MPH in Cocoli and most other CZ townsites, 40 
MPH on New Bruja Highway, 50 MPH on Gaillard Highway 
race track between Madden Road and Gamboa. 

spider monkey large primate; found in tropical forest from 
southern Mexico to Brazil; disproportionately long limbs and 
long prehensile tail accounts for name; social animal living in 
bands of up to 35 individuals; can be kept as lively pet. 

Spier, David A. American; principal of Balboa High School in 
1963-1964 academic year, taking a mostly minor role in the 
January 9, 1964 school flagpole controversy that culminated in 
the historical Flag Riots that followed. 

spiggoty or spig derogatory term; sometimes used by Americans 
to express contempt for Panamanians on basis of bogus claims 
made by local carriage drivers to English speaking customers 
that they could “speaks-da-English.” 

Spillway Panama Canal Company weekly newsletter. 

spillway water level control gates; at Gatun Lake water flows 
north into Chagres River; at Madden Lake water flows west into 
Chagres River; at Miraflores Lake water flows south into 
Canal's entrance (Pacific approach) channel near Gaillard 
Highway, close to Fort Clayton. 

spoil excavated rock and dirt; from Canal digging and dredging, 
volume expressed in cubic yards. 

Spooner Act or Panama Canal Act US Senate legislation; in 
1902 sponsored by Senator John C. Spooner (R.-Wis.) 
authorizing the building of a canal in Panama and the purchase 
of assets of the New French Canal Company provided a fair and 
favorable treaty could be negotiated with Colombia; also 
provisionally defined borders for CZ, established US 
government in CZ, set transit toll rates, established legal system 
and courts, limited railroad corporate interests, allowed martial 
law in time of war, these provisions guiding later negotiations of 
the Treaty of 1903 with then newly independent Panama. 
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Sprague, Al American; renowned CZ artist, famous for his 
scenes of Panama Canal, some of which were selected for CZ 
postage stamps; much of his art captured Panamanian culture; 
has also written several books. 

Spur Cola carbonated beverage; bottled in Panama, similar to 
Royal Crown Cola; also name of American Legion Junior 
Baseball League team on Pacific Side. 

squared away (slang) Navy, to have things under control, to 
have made corrections where needed, to be sober. 

squeaks see huarache. 

squirter water-filled bud of African tulip flower. 

stables, horse riding clubs; at Fort Kobbe, Curundu, Albrook 
and other locations. 

Star & Herald, The Panama City daily newspaper published in 
English, founded 1854; sister publication La Estrella (Sp.). 

Star apple or caimito (Sp.) tropical fruit; shiny, purple, 2- 
inches to 3-inches diameter containing sweet edible pulp, grows 
on small trees throughout CZ. 

starboard or starboard side right side. 

state of war on December 15, 1989 the Panamanian General 
Assembly, pushed by dictator Manuel Noriega, passed a 
resolution stating the actions of the US against RP had caused a 
state of war to exist between the two nations. 

Stateside continental USA, home for most Americans residing 
in CZ. 

Statesider American not residing or working in CZ. 

Statue of Liberty miniature replica 7.5 feet high; in Balboa, 
donated to Boy Scouts Councils in 39 states and overseas 
territories by Morris Hoffman, a Kansas City (Missouri) 
contractor and scouting enthusiast; in 1953, statue placed in 
triangle of land bound by Balboa Road, La Boca Road, and 
parking lot in front of Balboa Police Station. 

steam-shovel mechanical excavator of rock апа dirt; 
manufactured by Marion or Bucyrus and weighing 45, 66, 70, 
95 and 105 tons, the 95-ton Bucyrus with 5.5 cubic yard shovel 
most commonly used in excavation of Culebra Cut; ten-man 
crew consisted of operator, crane man handling dumping, two 
coal stokers, and six track-moving laborers. 

Stegomyiae fasciata mosquito; see yellow fever. 

Stennett, Renaldo (Rennie) Panamanian; born in Colon in 
1951; major league infielder-outfielder with Pittsburgh Pirates 
and San Francisco Giants, career 1971-1981, one of only three 
players to hit 7 for 7 in one game. 

Stevens Circle one-way vehicle go-around; in front of Balboa 
clubhouse, commissary, post office, at west end of El Prado 
Boulevard; simple, commemorative, low-profile monument 
honoring second Chief Engineer John F. Stevens built as single- 
lane traffic circle with trees and shrubbery planted within, bench 
seating, night lighting, parking spaces outside; by 1993 had 
become an unlikely place for San Blas Indian entrepreneurs. 
Stevens, John Frank (1853-1943) second Chief Engineer; from 
July 25, 1905-March 27, 1907 during building of Panama Canal; 
nickname *Big Smoke"; his leadership focused primarily on 
necessary infrastructure: public health and sanitation, housing 
and feeding, transportation and railroads, disposition of rock and 
dirt spoil, construction equipment, final plan for excavation, and 
locks design—he considered channel excavation important, yet 
secondary to the above; resigned his position for reasons still 
unclear, succeeded by Army Colonel George W. Goethals. 
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Stevenson, Adlai E. (1900-1965) American politician and 
diplomat; US ambassador to the United Nations 1961-1965; 
during 1960 visit to Panama, declared the “...the greatest 
problem we have in Panama is the exclusive community of 
Americans that has grown up in the Zone and has little contact 
with the friendly country around them.” 

sticker driver-vehicle identification label on windshield glass or 
bumper; also a leaf, thorn, or onerous vegetation sticking to 
skin or clothing. 

Stiner, Carl W. (1936- ) US Army three-star general; 
operational commander of all services active in Operation Just 
Cause in December 1989. 

stingray salt water fish; flattened body, long whip-like tail with 
poisonous barb capable of inflicting painful wound, prefers 
shallow sandy water. 

stinkbug flying insect; about %4-inch long, almost as wide, 
shield-shaped back, long legs extend from sides of body; name 
refers to scent glands located on back’s dorsal surface and 
underside of thorax. 

storm drain metal grate-covered culvert; usually at street curb- 
gutter to carry off heavy rainfall from low ground areas, 
sidewalks, and road surfaces. 

stockade Army jail or prison. 

STOP-ALTO English-Spanish traffic sign. 

Strait of Magellan a navigable sea route separating mainland 
Chile (South America) to the north and the large island of Tierra 
del Fuego (Chile on west, Argentina on east) to the south; 
discovered in November 1520 by Portuguese explorer Ferdinand 
Magellan, sailing for Spain. 

Strangers Club saloon, restaurant, live music, dancing; in 
Colon; large two-story, red-roofed building, parking area, 
located at end of rectangular wharf-like extension into Limon 
Bay connected to Front Street; popular during the 1920s 
through 1940s but fell into abandonment and decay. 

street lights night illumination; lining every street in CZ, 
turning on at 6:15 PM, off at 6:15 AM; most kids required to 
head home when lights turned on. 

Stringbusters, The teenage rockabilly band; from Cocoli and 
Rodman, whose members were led by Bruce Bateman of Cocoli. 
Student Assistant Work-Training Program sponsored by CZ 
Government and Panama Canal Company; offers vocational 
guidance and work experience for high school graduates and 
full-time college students during summer months, manpower 
being lowest then because of peak vacation period for Pan-Canal 
employees. 

suave (Sp.) soft, easy; con calma (Sp.). 

sub (slang) submarine. 

submarine races euphemism for necking-petting in a darkened 
car, often described as “watching the submarine races.” 
substation, electric power transformer building; about 8-ft x 8- 
ft square, masonry-stucco structure with pyramid-shaped roof 
and hazard signs posted; about twelve in Cocoli. 

sugarcane one of several species of tall, perennial, true grasses; 
native to warm-temperate to tropical regions, grown mostly for 
sugar production. 

suiche (Spanglish) electrical-ignition switch. 

Summer Recreation CZ Schools program; for elementary 
grades of several weeks duration in June; includes finger 
painting, water color art, basket weaving, cut-and-paste, 
ceramics, music, kickball, gym sports. 
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summer vacation three school-free months in CZ; June through 
August—during rainy season, unfortunately. 

Summit Hills Golf Course built in 1930s for American 
employees in CZ, 18 holes/72 par; past Paraiso townsite, east of 
Gaillard Highway, on north side of Continental Divide summit. 
Summit Gardens zoological and experimental botanical 
preserve; 300-plus acres on east side of Gaillard Highway 
between Madden Wye and Gamboa. 

Summit Radio Station Naval Communications (Radio 
Transmitter) Station; near Gaillard Highway and Madden Road 
on Pacific Side’s east bank; tallest radio tower est. 800 ft. 
Surfside Theater amateur theatrical organization located on 
Amador Causeway. 

swabbie or swabby (slang) sailor, mariner. 

swimming badges sewn on bathing suits; sponsored by 
American Red Cross to promote safety, designating swimmer’s 
achievement level: B for Beginner, I for Intermediate, S for 
Swimmer, A for Advanced; small, circular cloth badge had 
swim level letter in middle and initials ARC at top of circle, 
CANAL ZONE at bottom. 

swimming pools numerous throughout CZ; free to military and 
civilians, used by schools for physical education classes and by 
the American Red Cross for swimming classes. 

swing bridge see Miraflores Bridge. 

Symington Field baseball diamond, dugouts, grandstand at 
Canal side of Rodman NavSta. 


T 


Tabernilla town site; near north end of Gamboa Reach, during 
construction period, on original line of the Panama Railroad, 
noted primarily for location of largest dump area for excavation 
spoil, later covered by rising waters of Gatun Lake. 

Taboga Island or Isla de Taboga (Sp.) or Isla de Flores (Sp.) 
or Island of Flowers; small island in Bay of Panama about nine 
miles almost due south of Balboa, CZ, joined by sandbar to islet 
of El Morro (Sp.), discovered in 1513 by Vasco Nüfiez de 
Balboa; at one time a favorite anchorage of buccaneers; a 
convalescent hospital, or sanitarium, on island during French 
and American canal construction periods for patients recovering 
from malaria, yellow fever, tuberculosis; hospital later converted 
to hotel; offshore site popular with Zonians (not to be confused 
with Tobago, one of two islands comprising Republic of 
Trinidad-Tobago off north coast of Venezuela.) 

Taboga launch passenger vessel; for about forty persons, 
ferrying from Balboa to Taboga, sailing twice daily. 

Taboguilla Island or Isla Taboguilla (Sp.) *small" Taboga 
island with tank farm for ship refueling; very close to east side 
of Taboga Island. 

tadpole frog or toad in undeveloped stage; has rounded black 
body and long tail, maturing in water. 

Taft, William Howard (1857-1930) 27" President of the 
United States 1909-1913; as Secretary of War under President 
Theodore Roosevelt was responsible for supervision of Canal 
construction, making five inspection trips to the CZ; as President 
made two more familiarization trips; served as U.S. Supreme 
Court Chief Justice from 1921-1930. 
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tamale (Sp.) traditional Panamanian dish; pork, chicken, or mix 
thereof, onions, tomato, pimento olives, culantro, garlic, green 
pepper, all placed within corn dough, then wrapped in banana 
leaf and boiled; not to be confused with Mexican tamale. 
tamarindo tree native to India; fruit is edible, can be juiced. 
Tamborito, el (Sp.) national dance of Panama; influenced 
heavily by African rhythms and drums. 
tangerine citrus fruit; orange-colored, 
mandarin orange; mandarina (Sp.). 

tanker sea-going vessel; commercial-merchant or military 
carrying bulk cargo of unrefined crude petroleum or petroleum 
products, engine room and smoke stack usually located at stern 
for safety concerns. 

tapir land mammal; largest animal in Central America, 
primarily nocturnal, rarely seen; dark brown or gray-brown fur, 
body weight 330 to 880 pounds, stubby tail, long-flexible snout, 
four toes on front feet, three toes on back feet; supposedly 
resembles ancient horse or rhino. 

tarantula spider; large, hairy, lives in underground burrow; 
most species not dangerous, some make exotic pets. 

tarpon game fish; in Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, four to eight 
feet long, 60 to 280 pounds; large eyes, broad mouth, prominent 
jutting lower jaw, large scales; jumps out of water when hooked, 
very challenging to catch. 

Tarpon Club tackle sales, bar, and restaurant; Atlantic Side, 
west bank, located next to Gatun Power Station and nearby 
Gatun Spillway. 

TDY Temporary Duty in Army, Air Force; TAD Temporary 
Additional Duty in Navy, Marines. 

teak tropical hardwood; valued for its durability and resistance 
to water, timber termites, other pests; used for structural 
framing, indoor-outdoor furniture, cutting boards, flooring, 
countertops, veneers; some experimental planting at Red Tank 
and throughout interior of Panama. 

te amo (Sp.) or te quiero (Sp.) I love you. 

Teatro Lux (Sp.) one of several movie theaters in Panama City; 
also Central, Cecilia, Tropical, and others. 

Teen Club social hall; teenage recreation centers in CZ town 
sites and military installations, especially popular for music and 
dancing on Saturday nights. 

temperature in CZ: 77 to 87 degrees Fahrenheit daily average, 
with moderate to high humidity; in Panama: average in lowlands 
80 degrees, in mountains 70 degrees. 

temporada (Sp.) season of the year, as in dry and rainy. 

teredo naval shipworm; species of saltwater clam, a very 
destructive pest of submerged timber. 

termites insects; pale-colored, soft-bodied, living in colonies, 
resembling small white ants that feed mostly on dead plant 
material, generally in the form of wood, leaf litter, soil, or 
animal dung; especially significant as pests that cause serious 
structural damage to buildings, crops, and forests. 

termite nest colony; commonly found underground, inside 
pieces of fallen timber, on limbs of living trees, in man-made 
wood structures; some species build mound-like homes 
(sometimes called ant hills) above ground. 

Thatcher Ferry cross-Canal traffic link; began operation in 
1932, replacing Pedro Miguel Ferry; actual name Thatcher Ferry 
often shortened to “the ferry"; vessel for vehicles and 
pedestrians using east bank loading-unloading ramp near La 
Boca townsite and west bank ramp near Farfan Beach, both 


closely related to 
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these at Pacific Side entrance to Canal; strategic connection in 
the Pan-American Highway, but service discontinued after 
opening of Thatcher Ferry Bridge in October 1962; named after 
former CZ Governor Maurice Thatcher. 

Thatcher Ferry Bridge cantilevered suspension bridge; four- 
lane span across Pacific Side entrance of Canal, replaced 
Thatcher Ferry service and Miraflores Bridge when opened for 
traffic October 12, 1962; crucial link in the Pan-American 
Highway; named in honor of former CZ Governor Maurice 
Thatcher, but renamed Bridge of the Americas in 1979 when 
Panama gained control of the span. 

Thatcher Highway major Pacific Side, east bank roadway; 
begins at intersection. of Balboa Road and Fourth of July 
Avenue, crosses Canal on Thatcher Ferry Bridge and ends at 
CZ-Panama border checkpoint at Arraijan; all concrete, two- 
lanes, distance is marked with obelisk-like concrete mileposts 
about 50-inches high having initials T.H. and mile number; 
named in honor of former ICC member and CZ Governor 
Maurice Thatcher. 

Thatcher, Maurice H. (1870-1973) lawyer, member in 1910 of 
Isthmian Canal Commission, fifth military governor of CZ from 
May 1910 through August 1913; US Republican Congressman 
from Kentucky (1923-1933), his name highly honored in CZ. 
Theater Guild see Ancon Little Theater. 

theaters movie halls; in most townsites and military 
installations; usually inside of screened-in wooden buildings 
with raised stage and small capacity auditorium; part of 
clubhouse or service center complex. 

The Land Divided, The World United CZ motto. 

Third Locks Cut two abandoned water-filled excavations; one 
on Pacific Side's west bank near Cocoli, the other on Atlantic 
Side's east bank near Gatun; reference is usually made to the 
excavation near Cocoli, which is actually two end to end lakes 
separated by Bruja Highway, the north lake having fresh water, 
the south lake having salt water. 

Third Locks Project Canal modernization plan; construction 
authorized in 1939 (25 years after opening in 1914) by Congress 
to add third lane of locks to each end of Canal for larger vessels; 
work began in 1940 but abandoned in 1942 because of WW II 
priorities; six new chambers were to be 1,200 feet long, 140 feet 
wide, 45 feet (usable) deep; Cocoli and Diablo Heights 
townsites on the Pacific Side and Margarita townsite on the 
Atlantic Side built specifically to house employees for this 
expansion project. 

Thunderbirds US Air Force aerobatic flying team. 

Thurman, Maxwell (1931-1995) US Army four-star general; 
began serving on October 1, 1989 as Commander-in-Chief of 
US Southern Command at Quarry Heights, CZ; a major figure in 
Operation Just Cause, the attack on and defeat of dictator 
Manuel Noriega beginning December 20 of that year. 

tide rise and fall of ocean level caused by pull of Sun and Moon 
on Earth; most shorelines experience two high tides and two low 
tides every day. 

Tiger Times school newspaper published by Cristobal Junior- 
Senior High school. 

Tigers nickname/mascot of Cristobal High School. 

Tigre Island Atlantic Side, between Puma Island and Las 
Brujas Island, east of Canal channel and almost in line with 
abandoned Third Locks excavation. 
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tilde (Sp.) punctuation mark; used over letter й to produce the лу 
sound as in English word canyon. 

time zone in CZ same as Miami (EST); except Daylight Savings 
Time (DST) never observed in CZ. 

Tinajitas see Operation Just Cause. 

tinaquero (Sp.) scavenger; feral dog or cat that survives by 
eating from garbage cans and dumpsters; also refers to person 
who rummages through public garbage, a garbage picker. 

tin can (slang) Navy combat vessel; destroyer. 

típica (Sp.) typical, traditional, customary; folkloric. 

Titan see floating cranes. 

Tits Beach or Playa Teta (Sp.) Pacific Coast beach; black sand 
plentiful, located about two miles west of Playa Coronado, 
named not for women naked from the waist up but for nearby 
river Rio Teta; also popular surfing area. 

titular sovereignty phrase used by some US politicians to 
acknowledge to RP its factual ownership of the leased territory 
known as the CZ, demonstrated symbolically first by President 
Eisenhower in 1960 by directing the flying of Panama's flag at 
Shaler Triangle in the CZ; President Kennedy later increased the 
number of flag sites. 

Tivoli Hotel or the Tivoli in Ancon; iconic CZ landmark facing 
Tivoli Avenue, overlooks part of Panama City and Bay of 
Panama; built to temporarily house newly arrived Canal 
employees, to temporarily accommodate persons with business 
interests in CZ, to provide elegant setting for social recreation 
for CZ employees; commonly referred to as The Tivoli; 
premature opening in November 1906 so that visiting President 
Teddy Roosevelt could be considered among its first guests, 
official opening day January 1, 1907; torn down in 1971 and not 
replaced. 

Tocumen International Airport Panama's national airport; for 
commercial and general aviation; opened to commercial traffic 
in September 1949, approximately twelve miles east of Panama 
City; home of COPA Airlines, renamed General Omar Torrijos 
International Airport in 1981 in honor of the national hero but 
name changed back to Tocumen after the fall of Noriega regime 
in 1989. 

todo el mundo (Sp.) everyone, everybody. 

toll transit fee; based on gross tonnage assessed to each vessel 
transiting Canal regardless of flag or size; average toll in 1962 
$4,700; highest toll of $106,782.33 paid in 1988 by HMS Queen 
Elizabeth II; adventurer-journalist Richard Halliburton of 
Brownsville, Tennessee swam entire length of Canal in 1928 
and paid lowest toll of just thirty-six cents. 

toronja (Sp.) grapefruit. 

Toro Point or Torro Point or Point Toro Atlantic Side, west 
bank, peninsula; starting point for 11,600 foot long breakwater 
at northwest tip of Limón Bay; see Manzanillo Bay Breakwater. 
Torrijos-Herrera, Omar (1929-1981) Panamanian; politician, 
Commandant of Guardia Nacional, and sometime-benevolent 
dictator 1968-1981; Maximum Leader of the Panama 
Revolution, Supreme Chief of Government; gained dictatorial 
power in 1968 coup against President Arnulfo Arias; converted 
the civilian police force (Guardia Nacional) into a standing army 
named Panama Defense Forces or PDF; considered a trusted 
friend of the middle and lower class by decreasing the power of 
the entrenched oligarchy; gained popular renown as Panama's 
unrelenting drive behind negotiations of the Carter-Torrijos 
Treaties of September 1977; died at age 52 in mysterious plane 
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crash near Penonomé in Coclé Province; buried in mausoleum in 
corner of parade ground in former Fort Amador, CZ. 

tortilla (Sp.) traditional dish, served any meal; Chiriquí style is 
thick, round, pancake-size yellow corn cake with white or 
yellow cheese inside, fried in oil attaining crusty exterior; not to 
be confused with Mexican tortilla. 

tortuga (Sp.) turtle. 

toucan tropical bird; native to rain forests of Central America, 
South America, Caribbean; body about size of crow but has 
small wings and large colorful beak. 

track shifter steam crane modified with special boom and 
cables to lift and swing sections of railroad track from one rail 
line to another, saving the work of many laborers. 

traffic, left-hand in CZ and Panama, change to right-hand side 
on April 15, 1943. 

trago (Sp.) drink of liquor, a shot. 

train stations, CZ from south to north, beginning on Pacific 
Side's east bank—Ancon, Balboa (Balboa Heights), Diablo, 
Corozal, Pedro Miguel, Gamboa; continuing to Atlantic Side on 
east bank—Frijoles, Gatun, Mount Hope, Cristobal (Panama 
City and Colon train stations are in RP). 

trampa (Sp.) trap, snare, trick. 

Transfer of Function or TOF employees Panama Canal 
Company or CZ Government workers whose jobs were 
eliminated by terms of the treaties but were able to transfer to 
similar jobs with Department of Defense, such as teachers, 
postal clerks, medical personnel, customs inspectors, and 
commissary employees. 

Transition Period see Reversion. 

transit passage from ocean to ocean; of vessel through Panama 
Canal, usually taking eight to ten hours; see toll. 
Trans-Isthmian Highway the only all-concrete two-lane 
roadway from Panama City (Pacific terminal) to Colon (Atlantic 
terminal); official name Boyd-Roosevelt Highway; also called 
Tran-Isthmian or el camino transístmico (Sp.) or la careterra 
transístmica (Sp.). 

traveller's palm see fan palm. 

treaties, US-Panama five: 1. 1903 Hay-Bunau-Varilla Treaty: 
signed by US Secretary of State John Hay and Panama Minister 
Plenipotentiary Philippe Bunau-Varilla on November 8, 1903 in 
Washington, DC, ratified by US Senate on February 23, 1904, 
see Treaty of 1903; 2. 1936 General Friendship And 
Cooperation Treaty aka the Hull-Alfaro treaty: US ended 
guarantee of Panama's independence, cancelled its right to 
police Panama City and Colón, gave up option to appropriate 
lands and water at will, limited commissary privileges to CZ 
residents, foreswore the right to intervene in Panamanian affairs, 
increased the annuity from $250,000 to $430,000; 3. 1942 US 
Military Sites Treaty; 4. 1955 Mutual Understanding And 
Friendship Treaty aka Remón-Eisenhower Treaty: increased the 
annuity from $450,000 to $1,930,000, a uniform wage scale set 
up for US and Panamanian workers in the CZ, valuable Panama 
Railroad property was ceded to Panama, it won the right to tax 
17,000 CZ employees who lived out side the CZ, US committed 
to construct bridge across Canal's Pacific Side entrance; 5. and 
1977 (2) Treaty Concerning The Permanent Neutrality And 
Operation Of The Panama Canal and The Panama Canal Treaty, 
aka Carter-Torrijos Treaties (abrogated and replaced 1903 and 
all other existing US-Panama agreements with respect to the CZ 
and Panama Canal), signed by US and Panama on September 7, 
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1977, ratified by US Senate on April 18, 1978 to become active 
on October 1, 1979. 

Treaty Day October 1, 1979, start of implementation of Carter- 
Torrijos Treaties, beginning Reversion period ending at noon 
EST on December 31, 1999. 

Treaty of 1903 diplomatic pact; also known as the Hay-Bunau- 
Varilla Treaty between newly-independent (from Colombia) RP 
and US, giving US the right in perpetuity to construct ocean to 
ocean canal in leased territory (CZ) roughly ten miles wide and 
fifty-five miles long for operation, administration, maintenance, 
defense of the Panama Canal, having jurisdiction in that leased 
territory as if US were legally sovereign; Panama from the 
beginning condemned the hastily written Treaty as unjustly 
favorable to US, its subsequent ratification in Panama coerced, 
and, therefore, always in need of major revision; ratified by 
Panama on December 2,1903 and by US Senate on February 23, 
1904. Six major provisions of treaty: 1. Panama independence 
guaranteed by US; 2. Absolute US jurisdiction in the CZ, except 
Panama City and Colon City; 3. Canal and railway rights ceded 
to US; 4. Rights for CZ police force and US military garrisons; 
5. Sanitary jurisdiction rights to US in Panama City and Colon; 
6. US immediately pays Panama $10 million cash, in 1913 
begins $250,000 annual rent payment. 

Trinidad Island Atlantic Side, tiny, on northwest end of Gatun 
Lake, west side of channel. 

triste (Sp.) sad, sorrowful, discontented, tearful. 

Tropical Collegian bi-monthly literary magazine published by 
the CZ Junior College/CZ College. 

Tropic Times newspaper published by Department of Defense 
for US armed forces in Panama. 

Trujillo, Rafael (1891-1961) dictator of Dominican Republic 
from 1930 until assassination in 1961; his politics had effects on 
US-Latin America relations in the CZ and Panama. 

Truman, Harry S. (1884-1972) 33"! President of United States 
1945-1948 and 1948-1952; during his administration a major 
change took place in CZ: the Panama Canal was reorganized to 
become the CZ Government and the Panama Railroad Company 
was reorganized in 1950 to become the Panama Canal 
Company; see CZ Government, see Panama Canal Company. 
tulivieja (Sp.) jungle witch (bruja, Sp.); Panamanian folklore; 
witch believed to wander through the night searching for her lost 
baby, crying mournfully; another version claims she walks 
barefoot with her head turned backward, snatching children. 
tumba mono (Sp.) term for torrential downpour strong enough 
to chase monkeys from trees. 

Tumba Muerto street in Panama City; proper name Via 
Ricardo J. Alfaro, nickname reportedly based on superstition, a 
story concocted by dairy owners and milkers about seeing a 
dead man (impersonating a floating ghost) in the early morning 
hours in the area near the street; also, supposedly the 
construction of the road was so poorly done, vehicular traffic on 
it was especially noisy and could waken the dead. 

tuna boats source of summer employment for ambitious CZ 
lads unafraid of homesickness, hard work, and long hours. 
Twilight League amateur baseball league; Pacific Side, started 
in 1916; players were working men at diamond with no night 
lighting, so games had to be played up to the hour of darkness; 
when lights were installed, however, the league name remained 
unchanged. 
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UCMJ 


U 


UCMJ Uniform Code of Military Justice; articles governing 
individual conduct and punishment in US armed forces. 

Una vida por la patria, пі un paso atrás (5р.) Manuel 
Noriega's ultra-patriotic, defiant slogan meaning: One life for 
the homeland, not one step back. 

undergrowth brush, shrubs, vines; that thrive under the cover 
and shade of trees. 

Union Club or El Club Unión (Sp.) private social club; on 
Panama City's waterfront (Panama Bay); exclusive, elegant, 
membership-only where wealthy and politically powerful 
congregate to fraternize and celebrate. 

United Fruit Company US agricultural corporation; 
headquarters in Boston, growing and selling bananas from 
plantations located primarily in Central America; city of Puerto 
Armuelles in Chiriquí Province the company's principal Pacific 
Ocean seaport in Panama; renamed United Brands to help 
squelch negative reputation. 

University of Panama founded in 1935 under administration of 
President Harmodio Arias; located in wing of Instituto Nacional 
(Sp.) until new campus opened in 1953. 

up-and-down two-story family quarters; usually a duplex, but 
could be single-family dwelling. 

U.S. Army primary land force; largest of the three services, 
established 1775 as Continental Army; Army Chief of Staff is 
highest ranking general. 

U.S. Air Force primary flying service; previously Army Air 
Corps, established 1947 as separate branch; Air Force Chief of 
Staff is highest ranking general. 

U.S. Government supreme governmental body in Washington, 
DC with executive-legislative-judicial authority over all 
operations in CZ; in 1950 established two reformed bodies, the 
Canal Zone Government and the Panama Canal Company; see 
Canal Zone Government, see Panama Canal Company. 

U.S. Marine Corps primary amphibious force; established 
1775, a department of the Navy since 1834; Commandant of 
Corps is highest ranking general. 

U.S. Navy primary naval force; established 1776, Chief of 
Naval Operations is highest ranking admiral. 

U.S. Navy ships occasionally transiting, stopping in Balboa 
Harbor, offering open-house visits to general public: aircraft 
carrier USS Midway (CV A-A1), aircraft carrier USS Roosevelt 
(CVA-42), battleship USS Missouri (BB-63) among vessels 
inspected by appreciative CZ public. 

U.S.O. support group; United Services Organization, lending aid 
and support to American armed forces with social service clubs 
and entertainment in USA and overseas. 

U.S.-Rate payroll classification; beginning 1948 for American 
employees, formerly Gold-Rate since 1904. 


vaca (Sp.) cow. 
vaccination card personal medical document; for recording 
Government-required inoculations against diseases such as 
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vómito negro 


measles, polio, typhus, malaria, diphtheria, etc.; also called shot 
card or shot record. 

vaina (Sp.) sheath or scabbard, as for a machete; expletive 
meaning rubbish, nonsense, foolishness, crap as in ;no me de 
esa vaina/(Sp.) or [дие vaina!(Sp.). 

Vallarino, Bolivar Panamanian; colonel and commandant of the 
Guardia Nacional during the events surrounding the Flag Riots 
of January 1964, reluctant to use his police force to help control 
or quell the actions of the anti-American mobs, including 
snipers; political enemy of Arnulfo Arias. 

vamos (Sp.) let's go. 

Vance, Cyrus R. (1917-2002) American; lawyer, statesman; 
Secretary of the Army and Deputy Secretary of Defense under 
Pres. Lyndon Johnson, involved in peace talks with government 
of Panama within days of the events of the Flag Riots of January 
1964; as Secretary of State under Pres. Jimmy Carter, pressed 
successfully for negotiation of new treaty with Panama. 
Vaughn, Jack H. (1920- ) US ambassador; to Panama in April 
1964 after the position had been vacant about six months, during 
the Flag Riots. 

vaya con diós (Sp.) may God be with you. 

V-E Day May 8, 1945; Victory in Europe, Nazi Germany 
surrenders to Allies. 

Vega, Moises Giroldi Panamanian; major in Security Defense 
Force, arm of the Panama Defense Force; his attempted 
overthrow of dictator Manuel Noriega on Oct. 3, 1989 ended in 
his surrender, torture, and execution that same day. 

ventana (Sp.) window. 

V-J Day September 2, 1945; Victory over Japan, Imperial Japan 
surrenders to Allies. 

vecino (Sp.) neighbor. 

venado (Sp.) deer. 

Venado Beach in CZ, on Pacific Side's west bank, just east of 
CZ-Panama boundary, next to Kobbe Beach; tiny Venado Island 
reachable by sandbar during low tide. 

Vera Cruz and Vera Cruz Beach in Panama, just west of CZ- 
Panama boundary, adjacent to Venado Beach. 

verano (Sp.) summer. 

verdad, la (Sp.) truth, the truth. 

VFW US veterans club; Post 40 in Balboa; Lt. Frank P. Albrook 
Post 3822 in Curundu; General George W. Goethals Post 3835 
in Cocoli; Post 3857 in Cristobal; Post 727 in Fort Clayton; 
other names and post numbers not known at this time. 

Villa Amor or Villa de Amor (Sp.) large, two-story bordello 
surrounded by high walls in the Rio Abajo district of Panama 
City. 

virgin growth flora that has never been cut. 

Virgin Islands, British in the Caribbean, four main islands: 
Tortola, Virgin Gorda, Anegeda, and Jost Van Dyke; Road 
Town is capital city on Tortola. 

Virgin Islands, U.S. in the Caribbean, three main islands: St, 
Croix, St, John, St, Thomas; Charlotte Amalie is capital city on 
St. Thomas. 

vivo (Sp.) alive, active; aggressive, rude, presumptuous. 

vómito negro yellow fever; symptom is vomit dark with blood. 


The New COCOLI DICTIONARY: 1904-1999 


wachimán 


W 


wachimán (Spanglish) watchman, security guard, lookout, 
sentry. 

Wallace, John Findley (1852-1921) first Chief Engineer 1904- 
1906 of Panama Canal construction, appointed by President 
Theodore Roosevelt; at first, favored sea level canal; overall 
accomplishment judged quite insignificant by later Canal 
officials, forced to resign by Secretary of War William Taft, 
succeeded by John Frank Stevens as second Chief Engineer. 
Walker Commission two canal advisory groups appointed by 
President William McKinley prior to the Panama Revolution of 
1903; the first of c. July 1897-March 1899, also known as the 
Nicaragua Canal Commission, was led by Navy Rear-Admiral 
John G. Walker and reported on the feasibility of building a 
canal in Nicaragua; the second of c. June 1899-January 1902, 
known as The Second Walker Commission, was again led by 
Rear-Admiral Walker and reported in November 1901 the 
group's strong preference for a canal in Panama instead of 
Nicaragua except for the unreasonable buy-out terms demanded 
by the New French Canal Company and Colombia's required 
permission for the French owners to transfer their concession 
rights to the United States; see Isthmian Canal Commission. 
warrant officer military ranks of W-1, W-2, W-3, W-4, CW-5; 
highly technical leader and single-track specialist designated an 
officer by warrant rather than commission; ranks above highest 
enlisted grade E-9 (sergeant major) but under lowest officer 
grade O-1 (second lieutenant or ensign); Air Force does not have 
warrant officers. 

wasp flying insect; with venomous stingers, of the order of 
Hymenoptera and suborder Apocrita that is neither bee nor ant; 
order includes yellow jackets and hornets. 

waterline horizontal bow-to-stern stripe painted on ship's hull 
corresponding to water level under specific load conditions. 
watershed an area or region; bounded by a geographic divide 
with rivers draining ultimately into a particular body of water, 
e.g., Atlantic Ocean or Pacific Ocean as is the case of west-to- 
east Continental Divide in Panama, some rivers flow north into 
Atlantic, but majority of rivers flow south into Pacific. 

Wayne, John American actor; travelled extensively to Panama 
during the 1960s, bought small private island of Taborcillo (aka 
John Wayne Island) in the Gulf of Panama. 

west bank generally, left half of CZ territory; from west line of 
Canal channel to western CZ-Panama boundary, ocean to ocean; 
see east bank. 

WEST BANK Navy team of the Armed Forces Little League on 
the Pacific Side; home ball diamond in Cocoli adjacent to 
Tamarindo Avenue. 

West Indian generally, a Panamanian Negro from Barbados, 
Jamaica, Trinidad, or former British-colonial island in the 
Caribbean Sea. 

West Indian Employees Association labor group created in 
1924 by Panamanian silver-rate workers in effort to gain 
housing in the CZ and extended employee benefits as offsets to 
what they considered discriminatory US practices. 

West Indies Caribbean Sea islands; lying between southeast 
North America and north South America, comprising Greater 
Antilles, Lesser Antilles, and Bahamas—Cuba is in Greater 
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Antilles, US Virgin Islands are in Lesser Antilles, San Salvador 
(or Watling Island, first land sighted by Columbus) is in 
Bahamas; East Indies are in southeastern Asia. 

Westinghouse team of the American Legion Baseball League 
on the Pacific Side. 

white hat (slang) Navy enlisted man; pay grades E-1 through E- 
6, refers to soft, round, white cloth sailor's hat. 

Williamson, Sidney B. (1865-1939) 1884 graduate of VMI, 
civil engineer; Division Engineer (civilian) 1907-1914 for the 
Pacific Division of the Panama Canal under Chief Engineer 
George Goethals, charged with construction of the Pedro Miguel 
Locks, Miraflores Locks, Pacific Terminal docks, including 
water supply, streets, roads, sewer system for Pacific Divison 
town sites and Panama City. 

Wilson, Thomas Woodrow (1856-1924) 28% President of the 
United States 1913-1917 and 1917-1921; in Washington, D.C. 
on October 10, 1913, blew up a section of dike at Gamboa by 
telegraphic wire signal, allowing the blocked Chagres River to 
flow directly into Culebra Cut (Gatun Lake). 

Windward Islands in the Caribbean the southern, generally 
larger islands of the Lesser Antilles within the West Indies; as a 
group starting with Dominica and ending north of Trinidad- 
Tobago; once French colonial island group know as the French 
Antilles. 

Winter League, Panama ог Panamanian Professional 
Baseball League off-season baseball for Triple-A players from 
Major League Baseball from leagues in Latin America; 
associated teams are Carta Vieja, Cervezería Nacional, 
Chesterfield, Comercios, Marlboro, and Spur Cola, all subject 
to name changes. 

Witkin, Nathan (1902-1990) American rabbi; assigned by the 
National Jewish Welfare Board in 1937 to Panama to administer 
to American military personnel and their families, left the CZ in 
1967; his first wife Esther was killed April 28, 1942 when pilot 
of single-engine fighter from Albrook Field bailed out because 
of mechanical failure over La Boca Tank Farm and the plane 
crashed into rear of the second floor apartment in the Jewish 
Welfare Center on La Boca Road. 

Workers’ Paradise a sometime description of the good to 
excellent jobs, working conditions, and benefits for American 
employees in the CZ, especially those employed by the Panama 
Canal Company. 


X and Y 


Yacht Club see Balboa Yacht Club. 

Yankee imperialism or el imperialismo norteamericano (Sp.) 
accusatory political charge; leveled by nationalists, communists, 
and anti-American agitators highly critical of US commerce, 
industry, military power, political influence, and culture in 
Panama and other nations of Latin America. 

yanqui (Sp.) American; word commonly used in Latin America 
as an insult, a slur, but not always. 

yardage number of cubic yards (volume in 36-inch square) 
excavated during one day, one week, one month, one year; 
annual yardage during Panama Canal excavation as reported: 
1881 to 1903 was 78,000; 1904 to 1907 was 14,000,000; 1907- 
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1914 was 219,000,000; the first volume cited above included 
excavation by the French Canal Company. 

Yavisa (Sp.) distant town in eastern Panama; isolated, at end of 
(unpaved) Pan-American Highway in Darien Province. 

Ycaza, Manuel (1938- ) Panamanian; thororoughbred jockey, 
career during 1958-1970 with 2,367 wins; inducted 1977 into 
US Racing Hall of Fame. 

yellow fever or yellow jack disease; causes fever, chills, nausea, 
vomiting, muscle pains, yellowing of skin, caused by bite from 
infectious female Stegomyiae fasciata (Aedes aegypti) 
mosquito; most feared tropical disease confronting the French 
and US canal work in Panama. 

Yellow Fever Panic outbreak of yellow fever; in the last months 
of 1904, rush by American construction workers (remembering 
the 20,000 French deaths) to leave CZ reached panic 
proportions, the work force suffering accordingly; in the end 246 
cases of fever but only 84 fatalities; by January 1906 the 
aggressive fight in the CZ against the disease had, for the most 
part, been won, thanks to the leadership of Dr. William Gorgas. 
Yellow Peril Chief Engineer George Goethals’ personal rail car, 
Panama Canal Car No. 4, used for progress inspections of Canal 
construction; gasoline-driven engine with wide cowcatcher, 
cabin for about ten passengers, windows on all sides, roof 
painted yellow; aka the Brain Wagon. 

yellow-jacket predator wasp; pest insect often mistaken for bee 
or hornet; has distinctive yellow and black markings, lance-like 
stinger with small barb, typically stinging repeatedly. 

YMCA or the Y fraternal-social organization; Young Men's 
Christian Association clubhouses, in Balboa, across street from 
CZ Police Station and Municipal Court and at intersection of 
Balboa Road and Amador Road, gymnasium at rear of building; 
such organization was officially sponsored and promoted by the 
ICC during the construction period for the rest, relaxation, and 
entertainment of the many American bachelors in the Canal 
work force; also in Cristobal next to Masonic Temple. 

yuca (Sp.) cassava; tuberous root, not edible raw, must be 
cooked; white pulp can be ground for flour, baked, boiled, or 
fried as sticks or chips; not be confused with the yucca plant. 


zapatos (Sp.) shoes. 

Zarco, Antonio Panamanian; Chocó chief who grew up in the 
Darien; a palancaman employed by Panama Canal Company, 
expedition guide, and lecturer who trained thousands of US 
military personnel and NASA astronauts; was awarded a medal 
for distinguished public service. 

zinc bluish-white metal used as protective galvanizing coat for 
products made of iron and steel, especially corrugated sheet 
roofing and other applications subject to rust or oxidation. 

Zona, la (Sp.) or Zona del Canal, la (Sp.) Canal Zone. 

Zone Canal Zone. 

Zonian has no single, subjective, simple, or perfect definition 
supported by general consensus, instead has one or more of the 
following meanings or parts thereof, CZ residency and 
employment being important requisites: | 1. ] a US citizen living 
in the CZ and employed by the Isthmian Canal Commission 
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Zubieta, Alberto Alemán 


during years of construction 1904-1914, and possibly beyond, 
including his dependents; [ 2. ] a US citizen born and raised in 
the CZ, employed by the Panama Canal, and living in the CZ for 
a significant number of years, including his dependents; | 3. ] а 
US citizen living in the CZ for a number of years, employed by 
the Panama Canal, Panama Railroad Company, Canal Zone 
Government, Panama Canal Company, or as a civilian by the US 
armed forces; employed by the Federal Aviation Administration, 
Inter-American Geodetic Survey, Smithsonian Institute, federal 
contractor, maritime agency, airline, bank, cable office, fraternal 
organization, church, concessionnaire, non-governmental 
organization, Department of Defense; short-term residence as a 
member of the US armed forces is a disqualifier with the 
exception of the CZ Governor, a major-general in the US Army; 
[ 4. ] Panamanian citizen, resident of a Local-Rate townsite for a 
considerable number of years and employed by the Panama 
Canal, and his dependents. NOTE: no person newly arrived to 
reside and work in the recently established (October 1, 1979) 
Panama Canal Area should claim to be a true Zonian because, 
technically, the Zone no longer existed—but this factor is not 
applicable to a person already having Zonian credentials; a 
Zonian is sometimes called the following: 

Canal Zonian or Pana-Zonian; Zoner or Canal Zoner or Pana- 
Zoner; Zonie or Canal Zonie or Pana-Zonie; Zonite or Canal 
Zonite or Pana-Zonite; Zonista or Canal Zonista or Pana- 
Zonista. 

Zonian Balboa High school yearbook. 

Zorra Island north of Gatun Lake's Monte Lirio Causeway and 
off Fort Gulick shoreline, east of Canal channel. 

Zubieta, Alberto Alemán (1951- ) Panamanian; engineer, 
contractor in Panama; Administrator (Chief Engineer) of the 
Panama Canal Commission from 1996 to 1999; on September 3, 
1998 became the first Administrator of the newly formed 
Panama Canal Authority (ACP); see Panama Canal 
Commission. 


END 


Note: all new entries will be listed on separate list in 
alphabetical order. 
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B. Secondary 
1. www./INTERNET (short list): 


1903 US-Panama Treaty 

1936 US-Panama Treaty 

1942 US-Panama Defense Sites Treaty 

1955 US-Panama Treaty 

1964 Riots (by Eric Jackson) 

1964 Riots (by The Spillway) 

1977 Carter-Torrijos Treaties 

American Experience: Timeline/The Panama Canal 
An American Legacy in Panama 

Arnulfo Arias 
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Bolivar, Simón 

Bridge of the Americas 

Buanu-Varilla, Philippe 

Canal Zone Forts 

Canal Zone Military Installations 

Canal Zone towns 

Canal Zone-Panama City Guide 

Carl Steiner 

Carter-Torrijos Treaties 

Cisneros, Marc 

Court of World Opinion/Trying the Panama Flag Riots of 1964 

Culebra Cut-Panama 

CZ brats 

CZ images by William McLoughlin 

Dale Clark's CZ-Cyber Zone 

Dino's Panama Photos 

East Breakwater Panama 

Ellsworth Bunker 

George W. Goethals 

Governors of the Canal Zone 

Harmodio Arias 

Historic Milestones of the Transition Period 

Historical Dictionary of Panama 

History Channel: Panama Canal Facts and Summary 

History of Panama 1964-1977; 1977-present 

Honors Thesis: January 9, 1964, The Day of the Martyrs Tragedy 
in Panama at US Hands, by Tina Perry 

How the US Stole Panama 

Isthmian Canal Commission 

John F. Stevens 

John F. Wallace 

Louie Barbier’s Cocoli 

Manuel Noriega 

National Archives-Records of the Panama Canal 

Nicaragua Canal Commission 

Operation Just Cause 

Palo Seco Leper Colony 

Panama and Canal Zone Place Names 

Panama Canal Authority 

Panama Canal History 

Panama Canal Museum 

Panama Canal Society 

Panama Canal Treaty Implementation 

Panama Canal Zone 

Presidents of Panama 

Society of the Chagres 

Sol M. Linowitz 

Strangers Club 

Summit Gardens 

Thelma King 
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Walker Commission 
Washington Hotel 
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